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Seasonal message 
from the Head

I am writing this entry on the last day of 
term, which has been the most rewarding 
14 weeks of my professional career. 
I have settled in well at Sacred Heart and 
I am grateful for all of the messages of 
support and well wishes. We still have a 
great deal to do but I can look back with 
satisfaction as I evaluate the progress we 
have made in many areas.
The term has been full of learning, re-
establishing an enrichment offer and 
celebrating the success of our Year 11 and 
13 cohort in the summer. 
We have established our vision around 
the ‘Sacred Heart family’ and continue 
to raise expectations with our fabulous 
children who are capable of so much. 
The early part of the year focused on 
new expectations in the classroom and 
the pride in our school uniform. Whilst 
continuing to stress the importance of 
this, we have been driven by rewards and 
achievement, as you can see from some of 
the articles in the magazine. 
The highlight of my week is always dropping 
into lessons and meeting the students who 
have won the Golden Tickets. 
I would like to see us move towards 
a rewards culture where children are 
offered the opportunity to experience 
further enrichment activities to broaden 
our educational offer. I do manage to pick 

up plenty of ideas from the children in 
my meetings on how we can improve the 
school further. 
Students will return in January to classrooms 
with the latest technology and redecoration 
in various parts of the school.
I am looking forward to 6th Form students 
returning to the main site in January as a 
key part of our ‘adult community’. 
The 6th form students have so much to 
offer and I would like them to act as role 
models to our younger students, which 
has been missing in the first term. 
I also want our older students to benefit 
from the investments made at the main 
site and ensure they get the support and 
care to succeed as part of ‘our family’.
Looking through this term’s edition, it is 
clear to see how talented our children are and 
how much they do within the community. 
At this time of year, we work collectively 
to support the most vulnerable in our 
community. As you can see, the children 
came together to organise the Christmas 
markets and worked hard as a Cafod group 
to gather items for a local foodbank. 
This is an important mission we instil in 
our children about the gospel message of 
‘serving society’.
I would like to thank you again for all of 
your support and wish you all the best for 
the Christmas break.

“It is clear to  
see how talented 

our children  
are and how 
much they 

do within the 
community” 
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Dancers get Crosby’s 
Christmas off to a cracker

News in brief
There is to be a consultation on 
proposed changes to the Admissions 
Policies for September 2024. 
Further information can be found on 
the College website, or by following 
the internet link;  
www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/
department/education/admissions-
and-appeals

Christmas has crept up on us once again 
but for our team of dancers in Year 7, it 
was a reason to celebrate.
The talented troupe were invited a hop, 
skip and a jump down the road to Crosby 
Village, to take part in the Christmas 
Lights switch on.
Clad in red and white stripy ‘Team 
Santa’ outfits, our youngsters 
delighted onlookers with a perfectly 
choreographed three minute routine 
that saw the girls shake, swing and 
somersault the cold weather away.
PE’s Mrs Vine was full of praise for the 
dancers’ efforts, saying: “The girls put on 
a fantastic performance for the Crosby 
Christmas lights switch on and should be 
proud of their efforts. Well done girls.” 
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Staff and students come 
together for local foodbank

Members of the Sacred Heart Cafod 
group have, throughout December, been 
collecting for one of the local foodbanks, 
writes RE’s Mrs Laybourne.
Staff and students have been very 
generous with their donations and  
Kath Sullivan (pictured below) from 
the SVP collected the donations 
yesterday and took them to the Waterloo 
Community Foodbank. 
Kristian Winward (11C) created 
posters to promote the food bank and 
Joely Villegas (11S) also helped in  
its coordination. 
Other members of the group helped in 
packing and getting donations ready for 
pick up and I would like to say a big 
thank you to everyone who has donated 
and helped in supporting our community 
at this time of year. 
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Christmas markets come 
to a festive Sacred Heart
Sacred Heart put its Santa hat on this 
week as we got fully down with the 
festive feeling by holding our very own 
Christmas markets.
Wednesday was the big day and, ahead 
of it, staff and students did their bit 
by baking a mouth-watering array of 
delicious cakes, biscuits and all manner 
of assorted goodies.
The work did not stop there for our 
Christmas elves, though, as they then 
manned the stalls in readiness for the 
throngs of pupils who devoured what 
was on offer.
Among the organisers was Mrs 
Campbell, who said: “The markets 
were great. Staff and pupils really got 
into the Christmas spirit and it was a 
fantastic event.”
All proceeds raised from the Christmas  
market sales will go to the Jacob 
Billington Trust.
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Brunch with the Head is 
just the ticket for pupils
Time was, a trip to the Headteacher’s 
office was something to be fearful of. 
But our pupils have been doing their best 
to get in to his room this year, as they are 
greeted with rewards.
The popular Golden Ticket Award 
scheme sees the school’s top achievers 
receive any number of enticing 
rewards, one of which is brunch with 
the Headteacher, Mr Nightingale.
Once inside, they get to chat with the 
Head whilst enjoying all manner of 
goodies from hot drinks to doughnuts.
Mr Nightingale is delighted at getting to 
meet the pupils in what he describes as a 
‘very rewarding’ initiative.



7

Congratulations to Morris Dancer, Mia 
Disley (8A), who has won Champion 
Mascot of the Year and Supreme Upper 
Mascot of the Year. 
Mia said: “As a troupe, we got Jun-

ior Troupe Champs on the day, with 
Runner Up Troupe of the Year and with 
Seniors, 3rd on the day and Runner Up 
Troupe of the Year.”
Well done, Mia, fantastic achievements.

Mascot Mia’s a  
major Morris mover

Tech out 
our 65” 
screens
Sacred Heart’s investment in IT teaching 
and learning continued at pace throughout 
November, as we took delivery of 50 
brand new 65” Smart smartboards.
The impressive looking Smart screens have 
been installed in all the classrooms at Upper 
Site and further demonstrate the College’s 
continued commitment to investment in IT 
and learning.
Headteacher, Mr Nightingale was 
delighted with the new arrivals and wrote 
to parents to outline the benefits the new 
technology will bring to both teaching and 
learning at Sacred Heart.
He said: “We now have 50 new 
smartscreens installed across the school 
and teachers are beginning to use them 
effectively in lessons. 
“This will be complemented by new 
classroom laptops, to replace ageing 
desktop computers, to ensure lessons can 
begin promptly.”

Training
As part of the process, our teachers also 
returned to the classroom, as they received 
specialist training on the new technology.
Mr Nightingale added: “I organised CPD 
(training) for all staff, to make best use 
of the new equipment, as we commit to 
raising the standards of teaching and 
learning across the school.”
Senior Assistant Headteacher, Mrs 
Campbell, is pictured (above, right) with 
pupils in front of the first smartboard to be 
installed, whilst our teachers are pictured, 
below receiving training.
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It’s match of the day as 
Jermaine pops in for a visit

Ahead of the World Cup, our pupils 
went football crazy, as they were 
treated to a visit from former Premier 
League and England international, 
Jermaine Jenas.
Jermaine popped in and spoke to 
pupils about how “hard work”, 
starting at school, moulded him into 
a successful Premier League and 
international footballer.
The former Notts Forest and Tottenham 
midfielder has  since retired from the 
game but  has gone on to carve out a 
successful career in the media. 
Jermaine, who is a now a regular 

presenter on The One Show and 
Match of the Day, was also employed 
by the BBC as a pundit for the World 
Cup in Qatar.
After his visit to Sacred Heart, the 
celebrity took to Twitter to thank staff 
and pupils for the welcome he received 
and listening to what he said. Jermaine 
said: “It was an absolute pleasure, 
thanks for having me.”
Jermaine is pictured in the Chapel 
with some of our pupils (top), with 
Headteacher, Mr Nightingale (right), 
playing for England (bottom, right) and 
on the set of The One Show (below).
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Top achievers walk on to 
rewarding Anfield visit
Liverpool FC are no stranger to 
amassing points but it was our pupils 
who had to follow suit this term in 
order to get some top rewards.
Pupils who gained the most 
Achievement Points earned a trip 
to Liverpool’s Anfield stadium and 
were treated to a tour  of the ground.
Whilst there, they saw the trophy 
room, pitch and matchday media area.
They also got to learn about 
the history of the club and  
enjoyed lunch there, too.

Impression
It was a trip that certainly left a 
lasting imprsession on the 13 who 
went along, as Iasmina Hilochi 
(8D) said: “I liked the history of the  
club and the views. It was a big and 
fancy place.”
Gabrielle Weeks (10S) echoed those 
sentiments, adding: “I thought it was 
a very cool experience, getting taken 
around the stadium and learning 
about its history.”
Meanwhile, James Coulson (11A) 
added: “Anfield was interesting. I 
liked the views and history.”
Finally, Huseyin Altunel (10D) 
added: “Visiting Anfield was fun, as 
I had not been before.”



Megan returns to talk Red 
Run Activewear success
Former Sacred Heart student and 
founder of Red Run Activewear, Megan 
Kimmance, returned to  Sacred Heart 
this term.
Megan is the Director of Red Run, a 
company who produce ‘fierce, fashion-
forward activewear that is made by 
women who want to train and look good’. 
Megan talked to pupils about her 
journey from the classrooms of Sacred 
Heart to becoming an inspirational 
businesswoman.
Her visit certainly struck a chord with 
our pupils, as Katy Galfarsoro (8C) said: 
“I really like fashion and you have really 
inspired me and I like all your clothes, they 
are so nice.”

Taught
Meanwhile, Ciaran Dalton-Kenny (8E) 
added: “Megan has taught me to dream 
big and never give up.
“I am a boy, so it is an unusual thing to 
want to do (work in fashion) but  I believe.”
Another who has their eyes firmly on 
a career in fashion is Casandra Samuel 
(8C), who said: “I am really grateful to 
Megan for coming back to Sacred Heart 
to talk to us. I already wanted to go in to 
design and Megan has made me feel like I 
can achieve that.”
Finally, Lucie Knight (8E), said: “Megan 
has made me look forward to my  
future and what could become. Thank 
you, Megan.” 
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Pupils are boxing clever 

Our pupils gloved up and practiced 
their very best ring walks recently, 
as they were treated to visits from 
top coaches from the world of 
boxing and kickboxing
Sid Siadankay, Head Coach at 
North Mersey Amateur Boxing 
Club in Seaforth, dropped in for a 
coaching session and taught pupils 
the basics about the sport. 
Head of PE, Mr O’Malley, said: 
“It was great to have Sid coaching 
the pupils, they really enjoyed  
the session”
Meanwhile, our top performing 
pupils were treated to a visit from 
retired professional kickboxer, 
Kash ‘The Flash’ Gill.

Champion
The former four-time world 
champion spoke to pupils 
about his career and how to 
utilise strategies for marginal 
gains, peak performance and  
maximising success.
Kash took to social media after his 
visit and thanked the pupils for 
their warm welcome and listening 
to what he had to say.
Kash tweeted: “I really enjoyed 
my time at Sacred Heart with some 
very enthusiastic youngsters who 
listened to my motivational talk 
and took part in some exercise  and 
kickboxing skills. Remember, never 
give up.”
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Time just flys by for Harry

Congratulations to our Year 9 pupil, Harry 
Downey, who recently got to fly a plane. 
Harry has been part of the Air Cadets in 
Bootle Squadron 1908 for the past 12 
months and is currently studying a BTEC 
Level 2 Diploma in Aviation Studies.
As part of this, five of the air cadets, including 
Harry, took part in a flying day on November 
3 at the RAF Woodvale Base.
They took part in a H&S session, before 
taking turns to go up in a Tutor T1 Grob 
plane for approximately 40 minutes 
flight time.
Harry was able to take control of the plane 
and flew to Blackpool.
His co-pilot taught him some aerobatics, 
which Harry then had the opportunity to try.
Proud mum, Gemma, said: “What an 
experience for these youngsters. We are so 
proud of Harry. The opportunities the Air 
Cadets offer the children is just priceless.”
Harry and sister, Lilijanna, also took part in 
the Remembrance Parade for Sefton Council 
on Remembrance Day.
Harry for the Air Cadets and Lilijanna for 
Girl Guides. Well done both.
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Snowy scenes as kids go on 
first ski trip in three years

Back in February 2019, our pupils set 
off for the annual ski trip to Austria.
Little did we know what was about to 
follow, with Covid enforcing a different 
way of life.
Fast forward nearly three years and, 
once again, our pupils are finally able 
to enjoy the delights of one of the most 
popular trips on the school calendar.
And so it was, on Friday, December 9, 
those fortunate to be going arrived for 
what will, hopefully, be one of the best 
school trips they will ever experience.
As our photos indicate, it is clear they 
are all having the time of their lives.
One of the teachers on the trip, Mr 
Summerfield, said: “The pupils are 
loving every second. It’s great to  
be back.”
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Medal student, Georgia, 
takes Portugal by storm

Congratulations to trampolinist, 
Georgia Smith, who represented 
England at the Loule Cup in 
Portugal in October. 
The talented athlete narrowly 
missed out on the individual final 
but came 3rd in the team final.
Georgia said: “It was a fantastic 
experience and we were delighted 
to finish amongst the medals.”
Georgia also paid thanks to those 
who helped make the trip possible 
through fundraising.
Georgia added: “Obviously,  big 
thanks goes to all the people who 
have supported me, including staff, 
fellow students and everyone at 
Halle’s Hub. Your support and 
generosity has been amazing.” 
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Our Year 7 girls’ football team represented 
Marine FC recently, at a tournament aimed 
at helping reduce crime.
On the eve of the Merseyside Derby 
in 2021, the four football clubs on 
Merseyside, Everton FC, Liverpool FC, 
Marine AFC and Tranmere Rovers FC, 
put aside old rivalries to come together 
with charity Crimestoppers and launch a 
new initiative, Four Clubs One Goal, to 
help reduce crime.
The four clubs are at the heart of 
the community and want to deliver 
a powerful message, that everyone 
can play a part in reducing crime by 
reporting it to Crimestoppers, as an 
independent charity which gives the 
public a safe and trusted means of giving 
information about crime anonymously.

Partnership
With that in mind, our Year 7 girls’ 
football team represented Marine FC in 
partnership with Everton FC, Liverpool 
FC, and Tranmere Rovers FC, as the 
four clubs worked alongside Police and 
Crimestoppers to help promote the Four 
Clubs One Goal initiative.
PE’s Mrs Vine said: “It was a brilliant day 
of football, with the girls playing teams 
from across the city.
“The girls enjoyed listening to guest 
speakers, were interviewed by the media 
and attended first aid workshops to raise 
the profile of gun and knife crime.
“Well done girls, you were a credit to 
the school.”

Girls team takes part in 
Four Clubs One Goal plan
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Girls join Marine four clubs one goal

Professional footballer, 
Joe, comes back to school

Former Sacred Heart student, Joe 
Bauress, was back in school recently.
Although only leaving in the 
summer, a lot has happened to Joe in 
the months since he left.
The talented footballer, who 
represented Sacred Heart 
through all year groups and 
had already signed professional 
terms with Championship club, 
Burnley, made his first team 
debut for the Clarets in a 3-1 
win against Crawley Town in the 
Carabao Cup.
Despite celebrating his progression in 
to professional football, the teenager 
was still happy to come back to 
Sacred Heart and talk with pupils 
about his journey to date.
Joe took part in a Q&A session 
with pupils from Years 7-11 about 
becoming a professional footballer, 
the sacrifices he made to achieve his 
dream and offered advice to current 
Sacred Heart pupils about making 
the most of their time here.
Joe said: “It was nice to come back 
and speak to the pupils.
“It would be nice if my visit inspires 
the next professional footballer from 
Sacred Heart.”


