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Message from 
the Headteacher

Welcome to the fi rst edition of the new 
look Heartbeat and we hope you can see 
how incredible this half term has been 
here at the College. 
It has been an exceptional half term and 
the range of experiences that our pupils 
have been exposed to will undoubtedly 
have had a positive impact on their lives. 
It was humbling to see the response of 
our community to the issues that are still 
occurring in Ukraine. 
Staff and students helped raise £2,697.50, 
which was donated to the Red Cross to 
support their work in the country. 
Our Harry Potter experience for 
our partner Primary schools was an 
experience the pupils will never forget, 
their excitement and engagement on both 
days was infectious. We hope to hold 
many more events like this in the future. 
We have had many sporting successes, 
which have once again put Sacred Heart on 
the map, not just here in Crosby and Sefton 
but in the wider area across Merseyside too. 
Highlights include our girls’ football 
team winning a Sefton 7-a-side 
tournament and our Year 11 boys’ team 
winning the Sefton Cup. 
I have said many times since being here 
at Sacred Heart, that this is a special 
community and this edition of Heartbeat 
showcases a lot of what makes the College 
a special place. 
On top of all of this, the day-to-day 

continued improvement of the College 
has continued. 
Our Year 11 and 13 pupils have shown 
drive and determination in preparation 
for their examinations and we are proud 
of this group of pupils for their approach 
to them. 
They are the fi rst year groups for two 
years to sit external examinations and, 
taking into account the impact of the 
pandemic, it has been a diffi cult period of 
time for them. 
We wish them all well with their 
remaining exams and wish them a long 
and enjoyable summer before they 
embark upon the next stage in their lives. 
Our Year 7 and 8 pupils have recently 
sat their end of year examinations too. 
They have approached this period with 
a work ethic that will see them make 
great progress as they move up through 
the College. 
Our Year 9 pupils have now completed 
their GCSE options process and we know 
they are eagerly awaiting the start of their 
GCSEs in September. 
We are very proud of all our pupils and 
thank their parents and carers for the 
continued support they provide, both to 
them and to our community. 
I would like to thank all of our staff for their 
continued dedication and commitment to 
the College and wish them all a restful 
and enjoyable half term break. 

“It has been an 
exceptional half 

term and the range 
of experiences that 

our pupils have 
been exposed to will 

undoubtedly have had 
a positive impact on 

their lives.”



Year 7s & 8s Flip Out 
and go on the bounce

Our Lower Site pupils enjoyed a day 
with a difference earlier this month 
as they ducked, dived and dodged 
their way around Aintree’s Flip Out 
activity centre. 
Our excited youngsters took full 
advantage of Flip Out’s 65 foot Donut 
Slide, Total Wipeout, Cyber Towers, 
Drop Slide, Stunt Boxes, a huge 
interconnected Trampoline Arena 
and much more.
The fi rst pupils to go were our Year 
7s, before the Year 8s had their turn 
the following week.
The rewards days did exactly what 
they say on the tin and rewarded 
those pupils at Lower Site who have 
worked hard and demonstrated 
good behaviour throughout the 
academic year.
The two days proved to be a great 
success and among those who helped 
organise the trips was Mrs Campbell, 
who said: “It has been a long year for 
pupils coming back to school after 
the pandemic so we wanted to reward 
them for their efforts and both days 
were thoroughly enjoyed by all.”
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Pupils from our partner schools 
could have been forgiven for think-
ing they had arrived at Hogwarts 
last week when they dropped in for 
a visit.
The youngsters from St Edmund’s 
and St Thomas, Great Crosby and 
Ursuline Catholic Primary Schools 
were at Sacred Heart as part of a 
two day Transition event.
The little learners took part in a 
number of fun and educational activ-
ities, as well as being taken around 
the school to see what goes on where.
It was during that tour that they 
came across the one thing that, 
perhaps, caught their young eyes 
the most - none other than Profes-
sor Dumbledore.
However, the Hogwarts Head-
teacher has not taken up residence 
at the top table here and was in 
fact only on a flying visit to wel-
come the youngsters to what might 
be their next stopping off point on 
their educational journey.

Continued on p5
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Welcome to the magical 
world of Sacred Heart



Continued from p4
Of course, it was not the real 
Dumbledore but in fact, friend of the 
school and star of stage and screen, 
Ian Redford.
Mr Redford is currently taking on 
the role of Professor Dumbledore in 
Harry Potter and the Cursed Child, in 
London’s West End.
But, on hearing of our friends from 
the primaries coming for a Harry 
Potter-themed visit, he hopped on his 
broomstick and, as if by magic, was 
here in a fl ash.
He would have felt right at home when 
he entered our recently refurbished 
Library, too, which itself is in the style of 
the Hogwarts reading room.

And it is there we take up the story, as 
Head of Drama, Ms Walsh, explains: 
“When the primary pupils arrived at 
the Library, they had to be quiet as 
Dumbledore was asleep.  

Games
“They all sat silently on the carpet 
watching him and, when he woke up, 
he talked to them about Harry Potter, 
read a chapter form one of the books 
and did some story telling games with 
them. The children then drew pictures 
based on the story.
“Some arrived dressed up as their 
favourite Harry Potter character, whilst 
there was also costumes for pupils to 
dress up in, as they looked around the 
Library at the fl ying books and letters.

“At the end of their session, Professor 
Dumbledore went back to sleep and 
they crept out. The young pupils, 
armed with their magical wands, were 
very enthusiastic and keen to talk 
about the story and characters.
“When the primary pupils left, 
Professor Dumbledore returned to 
being Mr Redford and even managed 
to squeeze in some time at the end 
of the day to work with our Year 12 
Drama students on their A level text, 
Our Country’s Good.
“The two days were wonderful and 
we were very lucky and we pay great 
thanks to Professor Dumbledore, and 
Mr Redford, from taking time out to 
visit us.” 
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On the 22nd April, 1993, Stephen Law-
rence was murdered at a bus stop in Lon-
don. It was an unprovoked, racially moti-
vated attack.
In 2019, on the 25th anniversary of this 
senseless act, Stephen Lawrence Day was 
established.
It is a day dedicated to Stephen’s memory 
and one that also allows people to refl ect 
upon the part we all play in creating a so-
ciety in which everyone can fl ourish.
Stephen Lawrence Day exists to inspire a 
more equal, inclusive society and to fos-
ter opportunities for marginalised young 
people in the UK.

Remembered
Last month, our pupils remembered Ste-
phen’s life by taking part in a series of ac-
tivities as part of Stephen Lawrence Day.
Nationally, schoolchildren were invited to 
take part in one of three challenges - do an 
act of good in their community, share the 
learning (fi nd out about Stephen’s story 
and share it), or make some art that re-
fl ects Stephen and his legacy.
This year, our students learned about Ste-
phen Lawrence and shared  his story.
Our pupils watched presentations and 
heard from people who knew him.
This year’s celebration followed on from 
2021’s activities, which saw our pupils 
produce some eye-catching artwork.
They created an installation to support 

diversity and strengthen intercultural 
relations and understanding.
Our pupils started the process by drawing 
around their hands before decorating the 
outlines in a cacophony of colours.
The individual pieces of artwork were 
then combined to create a piece of art 
that depicts a joining of hands to signify 
a promoting of tolerance, understand-
ing and respect. As part of the national 
activities, there were also Assemblies 
and lessons designed to educate pupils 
about Stephen Lawrence and why we 
celebrate his life. 
It was a message communicated in 
schools throughout the UK and one 
Stephen’s mother, Baroness Doreen 

Edwards OBE, praised whilst also urg-
ing people to continue making progress 
in the fight against racism. 
Baroness Lawrence said: “Today’s 
schoolchildren are perhaps the most en-
gaged generation there has ever been – 
keenly aware of injustices around them 
and with a strong desire to root them out.
“Britain has to continue to work towards 
a fairer society. There remains progress to 
be made and now is not the time for com-
placency. Not all schoolchildren today 
may have heard the name Stephen Law-
rence or know his story.
“But the last year has shown us that 
Stephen’s story – unequal treatment be-
cause of skin colour, and exposure to 
embedded prejudice in systems, struc-
tures and institutions – is as relevant 
today as it has ever been.”
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Powerful lessons learned 
on Stephen Lawrence Day



Back in March, Sacred Heart embraced 
a fi rst by allowing some of our Year 10 
pupils the school’s communication chan-
nels, as they launched a week-long so-
cial-media takeover.
Kai Ordish (10T), ably assisted by Ci-
ara Ferguson (10T), Ava Howard, Elise 
Farrell, and Giada Gozzelino (all 10H), 
made expert use of the school’s Twitter 
and Instagram accounts as they spread an 
anti-racism message.
Kai explains more about the takeover, he 
said: “SHOCC is a small but powerful com-
munity based at the heart of the College.
“Our values focus on making change and 
further educating the students, staff and 
Sacred Heart community.
“With our ‘anti-racism week’, we did this by 
fi rst developing an event strategy and devel-
oping a method.
“Our main method was to attempt to present 
this in a way all students can empathise with, 
regardless of age, gender or race.

“After developing a strategy, we spent 
more than 50 hours fi ne tuning every as-
pect of the event.
“During the week, we had quite a few things 
going on, such as; school screen takeover, 
videos shown in Form, social media (Twit-
ter and Instagram) takeover, live talks from 
celebrities such as Pitch Black author, Emy 
Onuora, Citizenship lessons and student 
talks, to name but a few.

Improve
“The week went well and the SHOCC 
community are still avidly working to 
improve the outlook of those in our 
College community.”
Headteacher, Mr Morgan, gave his full 
support to Kai, his team and the message 
they were putting out.
Mr Morgan said: “Our community at Sa-
cred Heart is based on an ethos of mutual 
respect and consideration for others.
“Respect is one of our Core Values, aim-
ing to provide a safe and happy learning 

environment for all.
“As a school, we pledge to fi ght racism head 
on, taking a zero-tolerance approach but one 
supported by an education of our pupils that 
allows them to realise the impact of racism 
on individuals and communities.
“Through our education of pupils, we 
also champion inclusivity and equality. 
Aiming to provide our pupils with all 
that they need to go on and make the 
world a better place.
“We are unequivocal - racism will not 
be tolerated. We are proud of our richly 
diverse community. School exists to em-
power and educate its community against 
hate crime and injustice.
“We must ensure that our school is 
actively anti-racist and the week-long 
programme, developed and implement-
ed by our SHOCC pupils, will certainly 
put our stance on racism at the fore of 
our community, both in school and the 
wider community.”
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Kai takes to social media to 
spread anti-racism message



Positive points prompts pizza prize for Year 9

Well behaved Year 9 pupils received a tasty treat recently as they were rewarded with a pizza.
Joe Boyle, Reece Coppell, Jack Ward, Huseyin Altunel, Jo Plimmer, Maisie Doran, Isabel O’Brien 
and Ava Bond all received the most positive points on the school’s Class Charts system, whilst also 
receiving no negatives. Head of Year 9, Mrs Reid said: “The pupils have been excellent in receiving 
the most points and no negatives, so we felt they deserved a nice treat. Well done to all.”

Year 9 & 10 pupils learn 
life skills the Liverpool way
Evertonians may not be impressed 
but Sacred Heart has welcomed 
representatives from Liverpool Football 
Club over the past few weeks.
The visits are part of a programme designed 
to inspire pupils, build confi dence and help 
them plan for life beyond Sacred Heart.
Careers Lead, Mr Gardiner, who explains 
more about the initiative, is delighted 
with how the sessions are going. He said: 
“The team from LFC have been going 
through different types of skills needed 
for the pupils’ futures.

Teamwork
“They are doing numerous activities such 
as passing hula hoops around, which 
helps build teamwork and give them more 
confi dence.
“The sessions are part of an eight week 
programme, with the end point being a, 
Meet the Professionals, event, before having 
a tour around Anfi eld.
“The pupils are loving it and it is really 
helping with their aspirations and 
making them focus on what is required 
for the future.”
During one of the visits, pupils were even 
able to pose with the European Cup.
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Year 7 have gone all Junior 
Masterchef this school year and 
shown we could potentially have the 
next Gordon Ramsay and Nigella 
Lawson in our ranks.
Our budding young chefs have put 
their culinary skills to the test and 
come up with an array of sweet and 
savoury dishes that has left our Food 
and Nutrition teachers licking their 
lips and beaming with pride.
Mrs Bennett said: “I have been 
both amazed and delighted at the 
skills our Year 7s have shown in the 
kitchen this year.

“They have worked so hard and really 
showcased their skills and knowledge 
in the Sacred Heart kitchen, making a 
wide range of food during their Food 
and Nutrition lessons.
“I am very proud of the dishes they 
have cooked up. They have produced 
some really delicious meals that have 
truly showcased their culinary skills. 
Well done Year 7.”
And, of course, as any good chef will 
tell you, you still have to clean up 
after yourselves... and that includes 
doing the washing up afterwards. 
Well done lads.
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Tastebuds tingle as Year 7 
cook up culinary crackers
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It is believed more than fi ve million people 
have fl ed their homes to escape the confl ict 
and violence in Ukraine and a further seven 
million have been internally displaced, 
writes Head of RE, Mr Bennett. 
They have left behind everything that has 
given them hope and security in the past: 
jobs, belongings and loved ones. 
It is clear they need shelter, food 
and water. In fact, the Red Cross has 
estimated that 18 million people will 
need humanitarian aid. 
At Sacred Heart, we started collecting 
and fundraising to support the Red 
Cross Ukraine Appeal as soon as the 
horror of the invasion came to light and 
(at the time of writing) we have been 
able to donate £2,697.50 thanks to the 
generosity of our community.  
A number of events were organised by the 
school’s Cafod Group, including the sale of 
‘ribbons’ and tee shirts and a 24-hour fast. 
As a community, we have offered prayers 
and the confl ict has been discussed in 

assemblies, Form time and through 
lessons across the curriculum.  

What will the money be used for? 
The Red Cross has identifi ed how they are 
meeting people’s needs on their website and 
they are:
Helping to get people to safety. 
To date, the URCS has evacuated more than 
90,000 people. 
Distributing 1,100 tonnes of aid, including 
food, bedding, blankets, tents, water and 
hygiene items across the country.  

Support
Introducing mobile medial crews in some 
parts of Ukraine. These teams will reach 
people in hard-to-reach areas with medical 
support, working alongside Ukrainian 
primary health care providers. 
Issuing food vouchers, so that families 
can choose products according to 
personal needs. 
Providing psychosocial support to 110,000 
traumatised people. 
Providing fi rst aid training for 1,000 people 

in metro stations and bomb shelters and 
supporting fi re fi ghters, medical and civil 
protection units. 
Taking people to hospital, transporting 
medical supplies and helping at blood 
donation points. 
Supporting hospitals and primary 
healthcare facilities with medicines and 
medical equipment. 
Helping families to stay in contact, 
and educating people on international 
humanitarian law, and on risks of explosives. 
Helping the local Red Cross deliver food 
and hygiene packages to people on the move 
by regularly crossing into Ukraine. 
You can fi nd out the latest news on the 
confl ict and the Red Cross’s response by 
visiting the Red Cross website. 
You can still donate to the Ukraine 
Humanitarian Appeal through a number 
of organisations, including, The Red 
Cross and Cafod.
Thank you for your generosity and support, 
it has been  overwhelming. 

Cafod fundraisers help 
raise money for Ukraine



Before the Easter break, pupils 
across Years 7 to 10, took part in a 
competition to design a Romero Cross 
for the Saint Oscar Romero Parish, 
Seaforth and Waterloo.
Oscar Romero was the Archbishop of 
San Salvador from 1977 until he was 
assassinated in 1980. 
During his three years as Archbishop, 
Romero repeatedly denounced 
violence and spoke out on behalf of 
the victims of the civil war.
In El Salvador, there is a tradition of 
producing colourful crucifi xes. 
The bright decorations have a 
figure of Jesus at the centre 
but also include images of the 
local community set in a 
Salvadoran landscape. 
They have become known as Romero 
Crosses in England and Wales. The 
largest Romero Cross in the UK is in 
Southwark Cathedral.
With this information, our pupils 

were tasked with designing their very 
own Romero Crosses.
Some outstanding work was 
produced but, after much 
deliberation, it was decided 
the designs by Sophie Baker 
(10D), Roisin McCauley 
(10E) and Alicia Murphy 
(10S) would be the winning 
contributions.
Head of RE, Mr Bennett, explains 
more, he said: “We had some wonderful 
designs and it was very diffi cult for 
Father Dominic and members of the 
parish to pick one winner.
“Therefore, three winners were 
chosen and aspects of their original 
designs were incorporated into one 
design, by Olivia Boyle (13S), from 
our Sixth Form. 
“The winning design (pictured, 
right) will become a permanent 
cross commissioned for the parish 
church itself.”
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I would like to take this opportunity 
to congratulate the many, many 
pupils who have worked so diligently 
for the last two years, despite all the 
challenges that have been thrown 
at them, writes Director of Middle 
School, Miss Clarke. 
It has been great to see them grow into 
young adults, and I hope their efforts 
receive the dividends they fully deserve.  

Important
It is also important to recognise the 
numerous skills and talents this Year 
Group have, that may not all be 
refl ected in their GCSE results. 
We have many great linguists, musical 
performers, artists and people with 
amazing sporting ability. 
We are so proud of our pupils who 
are kind, considerate, respectful 
and resilient. 
There have been friendships made here 
that will last a lifetime and we look 
forward to seeing many of you continue 
to grow in our Sixth Form.  
The grades you achieve in the summer 

will tell us something but they will not 
tell us everything. 
There are many ways of being smart 
and so whilst it is brilliant that I am 

sure many of you will achieve great 
results, for me it is worth noting, there 
is no way for us to ‘test’ the amazing 
things that make each of you unique. 

Pupils make the sign of 
the Romero Cross

Year 11 pupils praised as they take on GCSE exams



Careers events are traditionally 
associated with students in Years 10, 
11 and Sixth Form but we like to start 
them early at Sacred Heart.
Last month, our Year 8 pupils began 
looking beyond Sacred Heart and 
planning for their futures, as they met 
with professionals from industries 
they could eventually go on to seek 
employment with.
The Meet The Professionals event, run 
by the education business partnership, 
Elevate, saw our Year 8s consider which 
professions they wished to explore. 
They met representatives (see p13) 
from professions such as the Fire 
Brigade, engineering, marketing and 
health care, to name but a few. 
The Year 8s spent around 20 minutes 
in groups, discussing various aspects 
of what is needed to get into their 
chosen career path and what life is 
like once in that profession. 

Overseeing the event was Mr Gardiner, 
who was delighted with how the 
students approached the event. 
He said: “The Meet The Professionals 
event proved to be a great opportunity 
for our Year 8s to speak to people from 
a variety of professions.
“I was impressed with how the pupils 
approached the task and, hopefully, 
it has helped them think about their 
careers and what they will need 
qualifi cations-wise to help them 

pursue their chosen career paths.”
Also impressed with the students, 
throughout the event, were our visitors, 
with many of them praising the pupils. 
Mr Gardiner added: “Our visitors 
were also very impressed with 
how the students approached the 
day, saying they asked some very 
intelligent questions and they all 
seemed very interested.”
After the event, Elevate took to social 
media to say how much they enjoyed 
the event.
Speaking on Twitter, they said: “A 
brilliant Meet the Professionals event 
delivered to students from 
@SacredHrtCrosby last week - 
check out some of the brill images 
from the event. We’d like to say a 
huge thanks to all of the employers 
that got involved! #Careers 
#Education #CareersEducation 
#SecondaryEducation

12

Thinking about life after 
Sacred Heart: Year 8 
Meet The Professionals



Royal Navy
Billy Shepherd
WO1

Cadent
Daniel Redmond
Customer Operations Area Manager 
– Manchester & Salford

Julie Short
Depot Manager
Merseyrail

Elliot Ramsey
Creative PR Manager
Kenyons

Rachel Ashdown
Sales Manager
Keepmoat

Julie Baker
Social & Economic Manager
Keepmoat

David Dyson
Creative Director
The Door Creative Agency LTD

Amy Johnston
Centre Manager
Litherland Youth & Community 
Centre

Niall Conannon / Joe Egerton / Peter 
Moores
Firefi ghters
Merseyside Fire & Rescue

Crispin Evans
Practice Development Lead for Social 
Work / Social Care
Mersey Care

Vicki Blundell
Early Years Recruitment
Caterpillar Careers

Julia Huf
Relationships & Events Manager
Fazenda Liverpool
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This is who we are;
This is what we do



14

Youngsters box clever and 
are left jumping for joy
Whilst our sporting teams have 
set a high bar this academic year 
(see pages 15 & 16), Sacred Heart 
has also had its fair share of 
individual successes.
From boxing, gymnastics and even 
table tennis, our sporting boys and 
girls have a great year.
Alfi e Taylor-Satchell (above, in blue),  
became National Amateur Schoolboy  
Boxing Champion.
Not to be outdone, Sonny Jennings 
(celebrating, right) became 
Merseyside & Cheshire Schoolboy 
Amateur Boxing Champion.

Won
Meanwhile, despite being in 
the middle of her GCSEs and 
recovering from injury, Georgia 
Smith (top right) won bronze at 
the Spring Cup 2 Trampolining 
competition in Telford.
Finally, good luck to Louis Cheung-
Turner (pictured bottom left, p15), who 
travels to Prague next month, where he 
will represent Table Tennis England  in 
the Prague Youth Grand Prix.
Head of PE, Mr O’Malley, said: 
“Congratulations to all our bpys 
and girls who have been successful 
and good luck to Louis in your 
forthcoming tournament.”



Y7 girls in seventh heaven 
after tournament win
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Seven proved to be the magic 
number for one of our girls’ football 
teams last week as they won a Sefton 
7-a-side tournament.
Year 7 and Year 8 both had teams taking part 
in the tournament that  saw teams of seven 
play ten minute matches at Litherland High 
School last Wednesday (May 18).
And it was our talented Year 7 team of, 
Hattie McEvoy, Lucie Knight, Olivia 
White, Grace Lewis, Nicole Manning, 
Roisin Robertson and Faye Hoyte that 
emerged victorious and brought home 
the trophy.
The girls played five games, beating St 
Mary’s 3-0, drawing 0-0 with Litherland, 
beating Maghull 2-1, drawing 1-1 with 
Holy Family and beating Alsop 4-0 en-
route to the Final.

Victorious
In a tight match, it was Player of the 
Tournament, Faye Holte, who scored the only 
goal of the game to ensure our girls emerged 
victorious and were presented with their 
certifi cates and trophy from representatives 
from Marine FC in the Community.
Our Year 8 team of, Sylvie Coppell, 
Isabella Lord, Grace Critchley, Ava-Mai 
Taylor, Lola Dutton, Poppy Hegarty, Anna 
McLaughlin and Freya Pickford also 
produced some very good performances 
as they were narrowly edged out, losing 
just two of their fi ve matches. 
Looking after the girls on the day was 
PE’s Mr Morris and he was delighted 
for the girls. He said: “It was a fantastic 
afternoon for our Year 7s who have 
done the school proud. Both teams were 
a credit to the school on and off the 
pitch. Congratulations to all the girls.”



Under-16s triumph to 
bring home Sefton Cup

Sacred Heart

baileyg@sacredheart.sefton.sch.uk
Sport
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Congratulations to our Year 11 
football team who finished off 
their season in style by winning 
the Sefton Cup, writes Mr Hurst.
The talented side lifted the trophy 
following an empathic 3-0 victory 
over a very strong Stanley High 
side at St Mary’s.
Sacred Heart started the game 
brightly, with Joe Bauress 
impressing in midfield. It was 
to set the tone of the game, as 
Stanley were forced to defend 
Sacred Heart’s constant pressure.
However, it was not long before a 

seven man passing move resulted 
in Bauress firing a wonderful 
effort across the Stanley ‘keeper, 
following fine work from Daniel 
McNally and Finn Moore. 

Impressive
Sacred Heart’s dominance began 
to take hold but the Stanley front 
three gave a reminder of their threat, 
forcing two excellent saves from 
the impressive Isaac Banks in the 
Sacred Heart goal. 
After the break, Sacred Heart took 
control of the game and ensured the 
trophy would be coming back to 

Sacred Heart with goals from Bauress 
and Finley Moore. 
As the game wore on, every player 
was given the opportunity to play a 
part and leave their mark on the Cup 
Final. It was a fi tting end to the game, 
as it was a well-deserved squad effort 
that saw our Year 11s win the Sefton 
Cup - the fi rst time we have lifted the 
trophy in several years. 
I would like to thanks this group of 
boys for their honesty, commitment 
and dedication to the school team and 
they leave with great memories and a 
Cup Final victory to celebrate.

Year 7s win tournament, p15


