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Your English exam is a reading test 

 
• You are to read a short story, which should take around 10 minutes.  

• You will be given 6 questions on the story and will write all your answers in 

the answer booklet.  



Question 1 will have 3 parts and be about finding information.  

 

Questions 2, 3, 4 and 5 will be about using the S Q I format you have been 

looking at in lessons.  

 

Question 6 looks at your understanding of the whole text.  

 

Some Tips       
At KS3 level, you need to be good readers, so we encourage you to read more! 

 

Pick a book from the library or expand your reading into something more 

meaningful like sport, travel or appropriate news stories. 

  

At 11 and 12 years old, you might think you are too old for a bedtime story, but 

reading together will improve both your reading and listening skills very quickly. 

The Year 7 Reading exam focuses on comprehension, so try to ask yourself 

questions during the story. 

 

In particular, you should be aiming for a deeper understanding of the text. For 

example, look at the following simple sentence: 

  

‘Mrs Giles delivered Sophie to school, giving her a small kiss as she left.’ 

  

Some literal questions you could ask about the text could be: 

  

• Who delivered Sophie to school? 

• What did she do as she left? 

  

These questions can be drawn directly from the text. Harder questions that 

rely on inferring or deducing the meaning of the text could include: 

  

• What time of day might it be? 

• What relation is Mrs Giles to Sophie? 

• How old is Sophie likely to be? 

  

 

 



S Q I  
 

S = Statement = say something about the quotation you are looking at (Point) 

 

Q = Quotation = actual words from the text (it doesn’t mean speech) (Evidence) 

 

I = Inference = what is the author trying to say about the character or 

action? Focus on words – why has he used them? How would the reader 

react? (Explanation)  

This is sometimes called PEE – this website helps explain in more detail: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zh8skmn 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zh8skmn


Websites to help prepare: 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfdh8xs/articles/z4vq7yc 

 

The above is about understanding the effect on the reader and how we (as 

readers) might interpret something.  We ask ourselves – What does it mean?  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfdh8xs/articles/z6w4xyc 

 

The above is about exploring language in a text – this will help with S Q I  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfdh8xs/articles/zksrxyc 

 

This looks at how to cope with language (or words) which are unfamiliar to us 

when we read  

 

Some lessons looking at ‘reading unseen texts’  

 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/approaching-unseen-fiction-

texts-70upat 

 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/analysing-the-writers-use-of-

language-6ruk2e 
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