
Year 8 R.E. 
revision

Points to Note:

•The exam is 40 minutes.

•All questions must be answered.

•Evaluation questions included:

a)Where you must give two
different points of view

b) Also a conclusion linked to the 
question summarising your ideas.

• Pilgrimage

• Miracles

• Kingdom Values

• Vocation

• Inspirational Christians

• Saints

• Christian Charity



Pilgrimage

• For all Christians life is a journey to be closer to God.
• Pilgrimage: A special religious journey to holy/special 

place that can help Christians feel closer to God.
• There are many places of pilgrimage all over the world 

such as Jerusalem, Rome and Lourdes. 
• Some are associated with the life of Jesus or a Saint 

others because miracles have happened there.

• Some people go on pilgrimage expecting to be healed, 
others go to enjoy time with other Christians and make 
new friends, to give them time to think about their 
problems or to feel closer to God.

• Some people don’t think that pilgrimage is that 
important because you can be close to God anywhere.



Lourdes –
A place of pilgrimage

• Lourdes is a small town in France. 
• In 1858, a 14-year-old girl named Bernadette Soubirous

said that the Virgin Mary came to her in visions 18 times.
• Nobody believed her at first, Bernadette was positive.
• The lady called herself ‘The Immaculate Conception’ = 

born perfect (Mother of the Messiah) –a phrase that 
Bernadette would not have known /understood.

• Our Lady told Bernadette to dig and she found a healing 
spring of water and Mary told her to build a church.

• Ever since then, the town has attracted Christian pilgrims 
from around the world, approximately 5 million a year. 

• The natural water spring is said to heal people, miracles.

Other places of pilgrimage:
• Holy Land, places associated with Jesus’ birth/death/resurrection.
• Fatima where Virgin Mary appeared to three children with messages.
• Rome, home of the Pope, the Vatican.



Miracles

• A miracle is an event where God’s work becomes clearly seen 
in a surprising or mysterious way. Jesus performed many 
miracles during his time on earth. The Bible writers chose 
miracles to illustrate that Jesus was God and had power over 
nature, over sickness and over death. Faith is required.

• A fundamentalist believes a miracle exactly as described in 
the Gospel. God inspired the writers and so it contains 
absolutely no errors. 

• A liberalist believes the miracles should not be taken 
literally, but what is important is the message within it.

• Examples include: feeding 5000, The Resurrection, Calming 
of the storm, Jairus’ daughter.



Kingdom Values

• The Good Samaritan is a perfect example of faith in action, Jesus 
taught us that everyone is our neighbour. Regardless of differences in 
race/disability/culture etc.

• Agape is Christian Love, meaning unconditional love. 

• Forgiveness giving people a second chance, ability to change.

• The 8 Beatitudes are attitudes or ways of living they are some of 
Jesus’ most valuable teachings. They provide us with an insight into the 
values that Jesus thinks are important and aim to point us in the right 
direction in our lives.

• The meaning of “BLESSED” is HAPPY/JOYFUL. Each of the "blessed' 
statements describes a person who puts God and others’ interests 
above his or her own. We cannot be blessed if we live selfishly.



The 8 Beatitudes Explained:
1) Blessed are People who are poor in spirit… for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. 

•admit their strengths and weaknesses, they don’t think they are better than others

•are not too concerned about what they have or don’t have; are willing to share with others not making a big deal about it

2) Blessed are People who mourn… for they will be comforted.

•offer support when others are sad or going through a rough time

•show concern when they see suffering throughout the world

3) Blessed are People who are meek… for they will inherit the earth.

•don’t try to get their way by using physical, verbal or emotional violence

•don’t try to make others feel stupid, or push others around, even when they know they are right

4) Blessed are People who hunger and thirst for righteousness… for they will be filled.

•stick up for those who are being treated unfairly

•are willing to give people a second chance if they mess up

5) Blessed are People who are merciful…for they will be shown mercy.

•are willing to show mercy and forgiveness when someone does something wrong

6) Blessed are People who are pure in heart… for they will see God.

•are committed to being a good friend always; 

•have the best of intentions in dealing with others

7) Blessed are People who are peacemakers… for they will be called children of God.

•help patch things up between people

•promote working together rather than breaking up relationships

8) Blessed are People who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake… for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

•are not afraid to stick up for people and things they believe in.



Vocation

• A vocation is a calling from God to use our gifts and 
talents to serve other people, being selfless.

• Religious Life: dedicated to God fully, priest/nun.

• Family life and job: voluntary, Doctor/Teacher/etc.

• A vocation is not always easy, however for the difficulties
there are defiantly rewards. e.g. Mary’s vocation: 
young/unmarried BUT proud to be Mother of Son of God.

• Rewards are sometimes the joy at serving others and 
seeing them progress or can be after this life in Heaven.

• Does God demand too much of us?

• Difficulties v’s Rewards.



Inspirational Christians
• Inspirational Christians: people who live good Christian lives. 
• Are role models for others because their lives are guided by 

their faith, motivated by the Bible, putting Faith into action.
• These people try to live out Jesus’ call to love everyone in their 

everyday lives and feel like they must act selflessly to help 
others.

• Many inspirational Christians have kept their faith through 
difficult times even when facing hardship, punishment or death.

• Inspirational Christians respond positively to a calling (vocation).
• Some examples of inspirational Christians are: 
• Oscar Romero – fought for the rights of the poor in El Salvador, 

Gee Walker – forgave son’s killers because of Jesus’ teaching, 
Jean Vanier – formed a community where everyone is accepted.

•
• A Saint is an inspirational Catholic recognised by the church and 

celebrated as a good role model.
• Some saints dedicated their whole lives to God by becoming 

priests, monks or nuns – like St Clare and St Francis of Assisi.



Key Christians

Oscar Romero
•Declared he had a vocation to the priesthood, later 
made Archbishop of El Salvador. 

•The Church was in a time of persecution because of 
new ideas being talked about and acted upon by those 
working with and for the poor. Their talk of justice
threatened the way of life of the rich/ powerful. 

• A priest and friend of Oscar’s, Father Grande, was 
brutally murdered, he had been living in poverty
alongside landless peasants, believing this is what 
Jesus would have done. 

•Romero was shocked deciding to put Faith into 
action

•Visited the Pope, with evidence, the injustices which 
were in El Salvador. He did not have much support 
within the church, and was under threat from those 
outside it. He spoke out against the USA becoming 
too much of a threat to the government.

• He was shot dead while celebrating mass. His last 
words were: 'May God have mercy on the assassin.' 

•1981 Romero was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.

Dorothy Stang
•Sister Dorothy born Ohio USA. 

•Raised in a Catholic family. 

•From 1951 to 1966 she taught in schools

•A citizen of Brazil and the United States, she worked 
to fight for the rights of rural workers and peasants, 
and defended land reforms in Brazil.

• Her death came less than a week after meeting with 
the country's human rights officials about threats to 
local farmers from loggers and landowners.

•Before her murder, Sister Dorothy was named 
'Woman of the Year' for her work in the Amazon 
region. She also received the Humanitarian of the 
Year award for her work helping the local workers.

•Since her death, Sister Dorothy has been widely 
honoured for her life and work by the United States. 

•Dorothy was formally recognized by the Vatican as a 
modern day martyr.



Sainthood

⮚ Born and baptised Catholic.
⮚ Lives a good life devoted to God and his work. Seen as being a 

witness to the Gospel. SERVANT of GOD.
⮚ Dies and goes to heaven.
⮚ People pray through the person to God to heal someone. 
⮚ A healing miracle happens as a result.
⮚ The Catholic Church investigates to see if the miracle is true 

and that the person was in fact, a witness to the Gospel. 
VENERABLE.

⮚ If the investigation proves to be correct, then the person is put 
forward for sainthood. The first step is to BEATIFY the person. 

⮚ People continue to pray through that person to God for another 
healing miracle.

⮚ A second miracle happens as a result of this. BLESSED.
⮚ The Catholic Church investigates again and if it is true then the 

person is CANONISED. This is the second and final stage of 
sainthood.



Examples of Saints

Pope John Paul II

•In 1978 became first non-Italian Pope.

•A vocal advocate for human rights
using his influence to affect political 
change.

•The Vatican revealed that two miracles
were attributed to the late pope.

•1) After a dying French nun, prayed to 
Pope John Paul II during her battle with 
Parkinson's disease—the same illness 
that killed the pope—she was cured. 

•2) A 50-year-old woman, claimed she 
was cured of a brain aneurysm after a 
photograph of Pope John Paul II spoke 
to her. 

•Official ceremony held April 2014.

Mary McKillop

•Australian Nun, she founded a religious 
order, creating schools and welfare
institute's for the poor.

•She is the first and only Australian 
Saint to be recognised by the Catholic 
Church.

•1) The church accepted a miracle that 
Veronica Hopson, dying of leukaemia in 
1961, was cured by praying to Mary 
McKillop.

•2) In 2009 recognising a second 
miracle, the cure of Kathleen Evans of 
inoperable lung and brain cancer in the 
1990s.

•Official ceremony held October 2010.



Christian Charities
Faith into Action, Everyone is our neighbour, Agape, Service.

CAFOD
Waterloo Partnership
Missionaries of Charity

Locally and Globally. Raising money or gathering supplies. 
We can all participate to make a difference.

Short term aid: Items needed immediately after a disaster; 
blankets/food/water/medicine.

Long term aid: Educating people on how to rebuild their lives 
following a disaster; planting/building/farming, teaching skills.

Parable of the Sheep and the Goats: Our responsibility to 
those in need as our Christian duty.

Belief in God is not enough, we are required to act upon Jesus’ 
words to benefit others.



Examples of Charities

CAFOD
•Catholic Agency For Overseas Development.
•Established by Catholic Churches of England/Wales 1962.

•CAFOD aims to educate British Catholics about the need to 
help and raise funds and give the money to support development 
in the poorest parts of the world.
Fund raising
•The main event is the Family Fast Days in Lent & October.

•There are 24 hour fasts, selling CAFOD & Fair Trade food.

Emergency Short Term Aid
•CAFOD has a disaster fund to deal with natural disasters and 
help refugees. Emergency Aid includes sending food, antibiotics 
and shelters to flood victims. Sending blankets and food to 
refugees throughout the world.
Education
•Educating people in the churches of England and Wales about 
the need for development and the ways that Christians can help 
in developing countries.

•CAFOD creates newsletters and educational resources that can 
be used in church groups and schools. These don’t just tell 
people about what CAFOD do, but they tell people why we need 
world development. 

Long term Aid

•They want to help people in the developing world to be able to 
support themselves and CAFOD offers them the finance and 
skills training to do this.

Waterloo Partnership
•The Waterloo Partnership was founded in 2005.

•Following the end of the civil war, a small number of volunteers 
from Waterloo/Crosby Merseyside made a fact-finding visit.

•With a two-fold purpose: to support the people of Waterloo 
Sierra Leone, and to establish links between the two 
communities so that we learn from each other. 

•Early activities focused on the material needs of the schools in 
Waterloo SL.  So they shipped out large quantities of school 
furniture and teaching resources. They also sent goods, bicycles, 
sewing machines and sports equipment to support the activities 
of the local community.

•With a number of community projects in Waterloo SL: the aim 
to achieve lasting sustainability wherever possible.

Projects include:

•Providing education for 40 vulnerable children, by supplying 
school uniforms and support for their guardians.

•Provision of bursaries for further education

•The construction of school classrooms and toilets

•The provision of tools and seeds to poor farmers,

•Construction of wells and bridges

•Support for a motor mechanics training workshop

•Health Care. Supporting the Waterloo Community Health Clinic 
by providing beds, mattresses, furniture, diagnostic equipment 
and disposable surgical goods. We also fund the diagnosis and 
treatment of malaria and typhoid fever.


