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STUARTS AND HANOVERIANS : FAMILY TREE 



Earlier in the sixteenth century, Roman 
Catholics were given very limited rights. The 
customs by which this religion abides were not 
freely accepted. Queen Elizabeth I approved 
and encouraged prosecutions of Catholic 
practitioners. On her death, she was 
succeeded by King James I who the public 
thought would be more kind to the religion. 
King James I turned out to be more ruthless 
than Queen Elizabeth I.

Gunpowder Plotters: Innocent or Guilty?



Thirteen young men (Robert Catesby, Thomas 
Wintour, Robert Wintour, John Wright, 
Christopher Wright, Robert Keyes, Thomas 
Percy, John Grant, Ambrose Rookwood, Sir 
Everard Digby, Francis Tresham and Thomas 
Bates) planned the Gunpowder Plot. 
They conspired to de-throne the king by 
blowing-up the house of Parliament. This was 
to ensure that all who opposed the Roman 
Catholic religion – the King and Prince of Wales 
and other lawmakers - would be out of the 
way. Their hope was that, once James I of 
England had been assassinated, Catholicism 
will be restored in England. 



The plot was foiled because of an anonymous 
warning  letter sent to Lord Monteagle. 
Guy Fawkes was the first to be discovered, 
arrested and tortured. In agony he eventually 
broke down and admitted to the conspiracy. 
The punishment the traitors received was 
strong and swift. Fawkes and the other 
conspirators, all found guilty of high treason, 
were to be tortured and executed through 
hanging. Fawkes died at the age of 35.

Robert Cecil – the King’s Minister and 

advisor found out about the plot and 

encouraged it, thereby entrapping and 

framing the plotters.

Conspiracy Theory…….



The Evidence!

Source A: An extract from the letter sent to Lord 

Monteagle, 1605.

My lord, I have a care for your safety. Therefore I 

would advise you to devise some

excuse to miss your attendance at Parliament. For 

God and man have come together to

punish the wickedness of this time. Go into the 

country, for they shall receive a terrible

blow this Parliament - and yet they shall not see 

who hurts them.

Source B: Robert Cecil, 1602

The King’s excessive kindness has ended in this, that 

Catholic priests go openly about the

country saying Mass. This gives great offence to others. 

We cannot hope for good

government while we have a large number of people 

who obey foreign rulers as the

Catholics do. The priests preach that Catholics must kill 

the King to help their religion.



Source C: Mr Huggins, Suspicious Circumstances, 

1998

Lord Mounteagle told the King about the plot on 27th 

October and yet the government

took no action until 4 November. At that time all 

gunpowder was carefully controlled by

the government and had to be kept in the Tower of 

London. The records for 1605 have

mysteriously disappeared.

Source D: King James I’s orders about Guy 

Fawkes interrogation, 1605.

If he will not confess, the gentler tortures are to 

be first used, and then the ones which

cause the uttermost pain.

Source E: Guy Fawkes normal signature, above his 

signature taken

from his confession, 1605.

Source I: An extract taken from a letter by Sir Robert 

Cecil, 1605.

On Tuesday night at midnight, as he was busy to 

prepare his things for explosion, he (Guy

Fawkes) was caught in the place itself. There was 

found some fine powder, to make a fuse.

He would have saved himself from the blow by some 

half an hour.

Source G: Key facts put forward by modern 

historians, 1996

1. The 36 barrels of gunpowder were placed 

in a cellar next to Parliament. This

cellar was owned by John Whynniard, a 

royal official and close friend to Sir Robert

Cecil.

2. The government seemed to know where 

all the plotters were. On the 7

November they were surrounded in 

Holbeach House. They offered no resistance

and yet some of them were shot dead.

3. All the plotters were killed and or captured 

quickly, except one Francis Tesham.

Once the trial was over he was taken 

prisoner and died of a mysterious illness in 

the

Tower of London on 23 December 1605.











Two different styles of armies where used 
during the war.

Those who supported King Charles I were 
called Royalists and those who supported 
Parliament were called Roundheads.

Royalist/Cavalier
Parliamentarian/
Roundhead









THE RESTORATION  CHARLES 
II – The  ‘Merry Monarch’ 

By 1660 most people could see that the 
attempt to rule without the King had 
failed.  Parliament invited Charles II to 
return home.

On May 29th 1660 Charles returned to 
London in triumph with much cheering.
Charles knew he could not rule 
successfully unless he worked with the 
nobles and gentry in parliament and so he 
agreed to work according to the laws of 
the country.



London was an unhappy city. One-third of the 
population had died of the plague in 1665.

England had recently been at war with France, 
the Netherlands and Spain. This made people 
afraid of foreigners. There were religious 
troubles between Protestants and Catholics.

The City was a natural fire risk. Wooden 
houses were crowded together and many 
leaned out over the narrow streets. Fires were 
common – at least six serious fires had burnt 
parts of the City in the 1600s. 

There had been several predictions that 
London would burn down. Terrifyingly they 
came true. 

London in the 1660’s



The Great Fire of London

Given the state of London in 1666, the Great 
Fire was an accident waiting to happen. 
It started in Thomas Farriner’s bakery in 
Pudding Lane at about 1am on September 2. 
Someone left one of the ovens on. This area 
was close to the river and was occupied with 
warehouses and shops full of combustible 
materials, such as oil, coal, timber, pitch and 
alcohol. Once these caught fire a strong wind 
spread the flames along the wharves and into 
the City. After a long, dry summer the City 
acted like kindling and the fire seemed 
unstoppable. 
However, most people at the time thought the 
fire had been started deliberately. Accusations 
were quick to fly and an official investigation 
was set up as to the cause. The public needed 
a scapegoat and before the investigation was 
complete, an unfortunate Frenchman, Robert 
Hubert, was tried and hung as the arsonist.





James II came to the throne in 1685. 
He dismissed Parliament in 1685 and ruled 
without it. 
James II was a Catholic. 
He issued a law that allowed Catholics 
freedom of religion. 
He built up a standing army of 34,000, led by 
Catholic officers. 

The Glorious Revolution (Background)



1. James's wife gave birth to a son in June 
1688!
At first, nobody believed that the prince was 
real! When the young prince was born, 
rumours immediately began to spread that he 
was an impostor baby, smuggled into the royal 
birth chamber in a warming pan. (This is also 
known in history as ‘The Old Pretender)
In an attempt to stop these rumours, James 
published the testimonies of over seventy 
witnesses to the birth. 

2. Now the English Protestants were really 
worried!
When James II died, it would not be his 
Protestant daughter who would come to the 
throne, it would be his Catholic son James!
Everyone remembered the terrible time of the 
Civil War. No one wanted to have more wars of 
religion.

3. The Glorious Revolution 1688

Seven English nobles, known as the 
'Immortal Seven', asked the Dutch leader, 
William of Orange, to invade. 
Nobody helped James, and in December 
1688, William and his wife Mary were 
made joint monarchs by Parliament. 
William issued a Bill of Rights (1689) 
promising to obey the law and call 
frequent Parliaments. 
Soon after, the Act of Settlement (1701) 
made it law that the king of England had to 
be a Protestant.



1642

KING AND PARLIAMENT 

ARGUE. CIVIL WAR BREAKS 

OUT.

1649

KING CHARLES IS EXECUTED. 

ENGLAND IS A REPUBLIC 

RULED BY PARLIAMENT.

1660

CHARLES II RETURNS 

TRIUMPHANTLY.  HE AGREES 

TO RULE BY THE LAWS OF 

ENGLAND.

1678 PARLIAMENT TRIES TO 

EXCLUDE JAMES FROM THE 

THRONE. CHARLES 

DISSOLVES PARLIAMENT 

AND RULES WITHOUT IT.

1685

JAMES II BECOMES KING 

AND WORKS WITH 

PARLIAMENT

1686-7

JAMES ARRANGES ELECTION 

OF CATHOLIC MPS TO 

ENSURE PARLIAMENT’S 

LOYALTY.

1688

PARLIAMENT SUPPORTED 

WILLIAM AND MARY’S 

INVASION.

1688

NEW LAWS WERE PASSED TO 

ENSURE REGULAR 

ELECTIONS AND 

PARLIAMENT’S  CONTROL OF  

THE ARMY,  GOVERNMENT 

SPENDING AND TAXES.

Summary of changes





Bonnie Prince Charlie: Fool or hero?





The French Revolution





The Reign of Terror

Key Fact
The man in charge during 

the Reign of Terror was 
Robespierre.



The Slave Trade: causes
A main cause of the trade was the 
colonies that European countries 
were starting to develop. In 
America, for instance, which was a 
colony of England, there was a 
demand for many labourers for the 
sugar, tobacco and cotton 
plantations.

Work on the plantations was extremely 
hard. At first colonists had depended 
on the native Indian population or 
prisoners from Europe to be slaves for 
them but they soon died of disease and 
hard work. As a result there was an 
endless demand for cheap slave labour 
from Africa.

When the industrial revolution started 
there was a big increase in the demand 
for cotton as new machines such as the 
spinning mule, water frame and power 
loom were invented which could handle 
much larger quantities. Slaves were 
needed to produce this cotton.

Many Europeans were addicted to the 
labour intensive cash crops produced 
on the plantations such as tobacco, 
sugar and coffee so as the population 
grew, so di demand and as a result 
more slaves were needed.



The Triangular Trade



Plantation Life

Long hours and hard work. Harsh punishments. 

Poor living conditions. The constant threat of being auctioned



Abolitionists

These were people who campaigned to end slavery 

eg William Roscoe from Liverpool.

How and when was Britain’s involvement in the 

slave trade ended?

By 1783, an anti-slavery movement to abolish the 

slave trade throughout the Empire had begun 

among the British public. ... In 1807, Parliament 

passed the Slave Trade Act , which outlawed the 

slave trade, but not slavery itself.



What was the Industrial 
Revolution?

Huge changes occurred in the way people worked in 
the 1700s and 1800s.  This was the time when the 
manufacturing of goods moved out of people’s homes 
and into the new steam-powered factories.  Dozens of 
clever machines made things in a fraction of the time it 
would have taken a person.  ‘Industrial’ is another word 
for ‘work’ and ‘revolution’ is another word for ‘change’.  
During this time, industry in Britain underwent a 
significant revolution.



What were the causes of the 
Industrial Revolution?

Clever Entrepreneurs
Entrepreneurs are business people who are
prepared to take risks. They buy raw
materials (like clay), make it into goods (like
teapots) and sell the goods for a profit. At
this time, there were large numbers of risk 
taking entrepreneurs.
Banks were willing to lend them money to
put into new businesses, factories and
inventions if it looked like they would be
profitable.

Coal and Iron
Britain was blessed with some valuable
raw materials. By 1850, Britain
produced two-thirds of the world’s coal,
half of the world’s iron, two-thirds of the
world’s steel and half of the world’s
cotton cloth! No wonder Britain was
sometimes called the ‘workshop of the
world’. Others just called it ‘Great
Britain’.

Brilliant Inventors
At this time, some of the world’s greatest inventors happened to live in Britain. Clever 
inventors thought up wonderful machines that did things faster than ever before. Steam 
engines, steam trains, electric generators, telephones and light bulbs are just a few ‘British 
firsts’. Britain changed, as it became a world leader in technology.



More people

Between 1745 and 1901, the population

increased massively.

All these people needed shirts, coats, 
shoes, plates, clocks and so on. The 
factories that produced these gods made 
a fortune for their owners – and there 
was plenty of work to go around too!

Britain changed as factories provided 
work

for the growing population… and made 
lots of goods for them to buy.

Empire

During this time, Britain gained a vast 
empire. At one point, Britain ruled about 
450 million people living in 56 colonies 
all over the world. Britain ruled huge 
countries like Canada, India, Australia –
and much of North America, up to 1783. 
Britain’s was
the biggest empire the world had ever 
known! These colonies bought British-
made goods of all kinds, especially cloth, 
iron and, later, steel.
Britain changed as its empire grew. 
Cheap goods, like cotton, were imported 
from the colonies; the
factories turned it into cloth… and sold 
some of it back for enormous profits!



Inventions of the Industrial Revolution
Date Inventor Invention Power 

used

Effect on production

1733 John Kay

(Colchester)

Flying Shuttle for hand loom Hand Speeded up weaving. 

Increased 

demand for thread

1769 James 

Hargreaves 

(Blackburn)

Spinning Jenny Hand Increased 

supply of thin, weak thread

1769 Richard 

Arkwright (Bolton)

Water Frame Water then 

steam

Increased 

supply of strong, thick 

thread

1779 Samuel Crompton 

(Bolton)

Spinning Mule Water then 

steam

Increased 

supply of high quality 

strong, fine thread.

1787 Edmund 

Cartwright (Notts.)

Power Loom Water then 

steam

Speeded up weaving. 

Weavers able to use all 

that 

spinners 

produced

1793 Ely 

Whitney?

(Georgia)

Cotton Gin Hand Speeded up the cleaning 

of 

cotton







Factories in the Industrial Revolution

Factories were run for profit. Any form of machine safety guard 
cost money. As a result there were no safety guards. Safety 
clothing was non-existent. Workers wore their normal day-to-day 
clothes. In this era, clothes were frequently loose and an obvious 
danger.

Children were employed for four simple reasons :

there were plenty of them in orphanages and they could be 
replaced easily if accidents did occur they were much cheaper 
than adults as a factory owner did not have to pay them as much 
they were small enough to crawl under machinery to tie up 
broken threads they were young enough to be bullied by 
'strappers' - adults would not have stood for this



At the time when the Industrial Revolution was at its height, very few laws 
had been passed by Parliament to protect the workers. As many factory 
owners were Members of Parliament or knew MP's, this was likely to be the 
case. Factory inspectors were easily bribed as they were so poorly paid. Also 
there were so few of them, that covering all of Britain's factories would have 
been impossible.



How did the Industrial Revolution change 
Britain?











What was the impact of the 1834 Poor Law?

Before 1834 there was no one way of providing help for the 

poor. The new Poor Law was introduced to: reduced the cost of 

looking after the poor, take beggars of the streets and encourage 

people to work hard to support themselves.

Edwin Chadwick was the man behind the Poor

Law Amendment Act of 1834. He wanted

to create a new system of poor relief, where

people were trained to help themselves. He

believed by simply handing out money every

week people would become lazy. Many

people misinterpreted this and began to

run workhouses as cheaply as possible.



The Poor Law Amendment Act stated that: 

(a) no able-bodied person was to receive 

money or other help except in a workhouse; 

(b) conditions in workhouses were to be made 

harsh to discourage people from wanting to 

receive help

(c) workhouses were to be built in every 

parish 



Why did people protest in Britain in 
the Nineteenth Century?









The Peterloo Massacre 1819
In 1819, people in Manchester held a mass meeting at St Peter's Field to listen to 
speeches demanding parliamentary reform. The main speaker was to be a man called 
Orator Hunt. The organisers wanted a non-violent event. Halfway through the 
gathering, the local magistrates declared that the meeting was illegal and sent cavalry 
in to break it up. Those nearest the mounted soldiers stopped them from doing this. 
General confusion broke out and the cavalry charged the crowd. Eleven people were 
killed and 400  were wounded. The magistrates were congratulated by Parliament. 
People called what happened "Peterloo" in mocking tones of the British victory at 
Waterloo. 



The Chartists



Why did the Chartists want change in Britain?





The Luddites





Why did politicians pass the Public Health Act in 1875?

In the industrial period many factories were built and towns grew up beside 
them. The housing conditions were often very poor. The government was 
forced to intervene due to:

• an increase in diseases such as typhoid and cholera.

• the work of Edwin Chadwick which showed the connection between 
health and hygiene.

In the early 19th century, the growing towns of Britain were characterised by 
overcrowding, poor housing, bad water and disease.

In 1842, Edwin Chadwick argued that disease was the main reason for 
poverty, and that preventing disease would reduce the poor rates.

In 1848, a cholera epidemic terrified the government into doing something 
about prevention of disease - through both public and individual health 
measures. (There were serious outbreaks of cholera in 1831-32, in 1848-49, 
1853-54 and in 1865-66. Each time it killed thousands of people)



• The first public health measures were based upon the idea that miasmas 
(bad smells) caused disease. Although the idea was wrong, the measures 
against the miasmas involved a greater focus on cleanliness, and this 
improved public health.

Louis Pasteur

In 1864, Pasteur did an experiment in public that proved that germs 

cause water and other substances to go bad. People remained unconvinced 

(even Chadwick hung onto the belief that disease was caused

by foul air until he died in 1890)

One awful accident in 1866 helped to convince people: the London Water Company 
accidentally allowed sewage from a district where cholera was already raging to get into 
the water supply of other areas. Within a few weeks,  7000 people had died from cholera 
in London’s East End.  This was a powerful reminder that GERMS CAUSE DISEASE  and 
germs thrive in dirt and filthy water.

Cleaning up towns was the only way to stop needless disease. 



Public Health Act 1875

• This brought together a range of Acts covering sewerage and 
drains, water supply, housing and disease.

• Local authorities had to appoint Medical Officers in charge of 
public health. Local sanitary inspectors were appointed to 
look after slaughterhouses and prevent contaminated food 
being sold.

• Local authorities were ordered to cover sewers, keep them in 
good condition, supply fresh water to their citizens, collect 
rubbish and provide street lighting.



Reform Act 1867

• Before the Public Health Act of 1875 was passed a very significant political 
change had taken place.

• Working class men in towns and cities were given the right to vote in 
1867. Until this time only wealthy men could vote. Parliament and town 
councils usually tried to please the rich and ignore the poor. The 1876 
Reform Act changed this  - politicians would have to please the poorer 
voters.

• Public health issues in poorer areas could no longer be ignored. The Prime 
Minister, Benjamin Disraeli promised to help the poor and in 1875 put his 
Public Health Act before Parliament.


