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Sacred Heart community 
comes together for Ukraine

Loving God, 
We pray for the people of Ukraine, 

for all those suffering or afraid, 
that you will be close to them and protect them.

We pray for world leaders, 
for compassion, strength and wisdom to guide their choices.

We pray for the world 
that in this moment of crisis, 

we may reach out in solidarity 
to our brothers and sisters in need.

May we walk in your ways 
so that peace and justice 

become a reality for the people of Ukraine 
and for all the world.

Amen.

We have seen an amazing response this 
week to our Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal, 
writes Head of RE, Mr Bennett.
The generosity of families, pupils and 
staff has been phenomenal. 
There has been a collective coming-together 
as a community to show our support for vic-
tims of the confl ict. Prayers have been said 
throughout the week and at our Ash Wednes-
day services we prayed for an end to the con-
fl ict and for the victims of the invasion. 
Pope Francis asked that the Church used 
Ash Wednesday as a day of prayer and 
fasting to remember and support the peo-
ple of Ukraine. 
Across the curriculum, we have encour-
aged pupils to talk about the confl ict al-
lowing them to ask questions and to raise 
their own fears and concerns in a safe and 
supportive environment.

Faith
As a Catholic Christian community, we 
wanted to put our faith into action as the 
confl ict in Ukraine intensifi ed. 
Lent is a time to think about others and to 
put other people fi rst and so we decided to 
organise a collection to support the Red 
Cross’s initial appeal.
Without urgent action, the humanitarian 
implications of the ongoing confl ict will be 
huge; already more than one million people 
have fl ed their homes to escape the confl ict.
Our support will not stop with the collec-
tion. We will continue to show our support 
through prayer and education. 
Our CAFOD group are organising a spon-
sored fast on March 11 to coincide with 
CAFOD Family Fast day. 
More than 20 pupils so far have signed up 
to take part, with a number of staff also vol-
unteering. The money will once again go to 
the Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal. On be-
half of the College, I thank-you all for your 
generosity, prayers and on-going support.
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News in brief
On Thursday (March 10), there 
is the Year 11 in to Year 12 
Information Evening and next 
Thursday (March 17), there is the 
Year 9 Consultation Evening.

Our Year 7 and 8 pupils have been combining 
their Art skills with their RE knowledge 
recently, as they have been producing their 
interpretations of a Romero Cross.
Oscar Romero was the Archbishop of 
San Salvador from 1977 until he was 
assassinated in 1980. 
During his three years as archbishop, Romero 
repeatedly denounced violence and spoke 
out on behalf of the victims of the civil war.
In El Salvador, there is a tradition of producing 
colourful crucifi xes. The bright decorations 
have a fi gure of Jesus at the centre but also 
include images of the local community set in 
a Salvadoran landscape. They have become 
known as Romero crosses in England and 
Wales. The largest Romero Cross in the 
UK is in Southwark Cathedral.
Back in January, Father Dominic launched 
a competition for our Year 7 & 8s about 
the development of a Romero Cross and, 
as our pictures show, the pupils have really 
embraced the subject matter.
Head of RE, Mr Bennett, said: “Our 
pupils’ interpretation of the Romero Cross 
are excellent and they all should be very 
proud of their work.”

Making the sign of the cross 

Last week, pupils were encouraged 
to ‘escape’ by taking part in the ever-
popular World Book Day. 
On Lower Site, Year 7 & 8 students 
visited the Library to enjoy some extra 
reading time and take part in a host of 
book-inspired activities designed to help 
with people’s mental health. 
English teacher, Mrs Mawdsley, said: 
“We talked about how reading can 
signifi cantly improve your mental health 
and we encourage all our students to try 
to do this every day. By reading every 
day, we not only improve our vocabulary 
and knowledge, we can disappear into 
fantastical stories, improve our mental 
health and escape the busy day.”
English teachers, Miss Case (left) and 
Mrs Mawdsley are pictured in the 
Lower Site Library.

Staff and students ‘escape’ on World Book Day


