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Our Upper Site Library has had a 
makeover and been given a magical 
new look.
Over the past few months, our very 
own house elves have gone to work and 
transformed it from the tired and stuffy 
old room it once was, in to what is now 
a wonderfully wizardly Harry Potter-
themed experience.
And, in a fi tting fi nal touch, the Library 
has also been named in honour of former 
Headteacher, John Summerfi eld, who 
sadly passed away this year.
To mark the offi cial opening of the John 
Summerfi eld Library, students, staff, 
including new Headteacher, Mr Morgan 
(pictured above), and many former 
colleagues who had previously worked 
with John, returned for a Mass led by 
Father Dominic Curran.
Also in attendance were John’s son and 
daughter, Barry and Lindsay, both of 

whom still work at the school.
The renaming of the new reading area 
has extra significance for Lindsay, 
being as she is the current Upper 
Site Library Assistant and will be the 
person who will spend the most time in 
the new look room.
Following what was a beautiful and 
emotional Mass, Lindsay spoke of her 
delight at the Library being named in her 
father’s honour and with the chance to 
meet up with old friends on the day.
Lindsay said: “It is an honour that the 
Library is being named after my dad, it is 
something he would have liked, being as 
he was an avid reader.
“The Mass was lovely too, there were 
44 candles lit for every year my dad 
worked here. It was also nice seeing 
lots of former staff again who worked 
with my dad.”
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continued from p1
Lindsay also praised the work 
that had gone into the Library’s 
refurbishment and for a specially 
commissioned portrait of her 
father, produced by Year 13 
student, Rosa Carubia (13S).
Lindsay added: “I really want to say 
a huge thank you to (Art teacher) 
Miss Burke, who worked tirelessly, 
both to get the Library looking so 
beautiful and in time for the opening 
and the Mass. It looks fantastic.
“Also, the portrait of my dad by 
Year 13 student, Rosa Carubia. It 
is absolutely amazing. She is such a 
talented artist. Thank you.”
Speaking about the challenges faced 
in getting the Library ready, Miss 
Burke praised those that helped to 
get everything done in time and to 
such a high standard.
Miss Burke said: “It was a pleasure to 
work alongside our creative staff and 
site team to refurbish the Library.  

Planning
“It was a lot of work, from planning 
through to installation but we now 
have a lovely reading environment 
that we hope the pupils will cherish. 
“My favourite parts are all the 
smaller details, from the fl ying books 
to the old artefacts such as trophies 
and registers from when the school 
was Seafi eld Convent. 
“Not to mention the incredible 
portrait painting of Mr Summerfi eld 
by our very talented Year 13 student 
Rosa Carubia. 
“Rosa worked so hard to complete 
the piece and it is a beautiful tribute 
to our former Headteacher.”
And speaking of that portrait 
(pictured, bottom right, p1), Rosa 
said she was happy to do the piece.
Rosa said: “I have never been 
commissioned to do work before, so it 
was quite a challenge and I was nervous 
but I am pleased with the end result 
and that everyone liked it. It was nice to 
honour Mr Summerfi eld.”

Charity fun run
Yes, it is that time of year when we 
eat too many mince pies and start 
talking about January diets. 
But if you want a head start with your 
battle of the bulge and want to raise 
money for Cafod, then there is a 5K 
Christmas Fun Run taking place on 
Monday, December 27 (details, right).


