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Our Year 9 pupils took learning to 
new heights recently, as they became 
aerospace engineers for the day and 
built their own aeroplanes.
The Stem (Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Mathematics) event 
was hosted by the Smallpiece Trust and 
introduced our would-be Biggles to the 
exciting world of engineering.
It also highlighted what is required to 
gain a Crest Discovery award from the 
British Science Association.
The Crest Award is well-regarded by UCAS 
and is recognised as a high-quality and 
tangible source of skills and knowledge.
In terms of the day itself, Year 9 explored 
the physics of fl ight through concepts 
such as aerodynamics and forces. 

Then, in groups, they would go on to 
design and construct an aeroplane, before 
putting them to the acid test of seeing 
whose could fl y the furthest distance. 
Proceedings started with a team 
building exercise determining who 
could build the tallest tower. 

Creating
This was followed by creating gliders 
made only from card, straws and Blu 
Tack, before events concluded with 
pupils building their very own aeroplane 
powered by a propeller mechanism and 
with the fuselage constructed out of 
balsa wood.
Overseeing the event was ICT’s Miss 
Curphey, who said: “This was the 
second instalment of the #IAMSET 

programme, provided by the excellent 
Smallpeice Trust.
“In this session, our Year 9 pupils took 
part in the Aircraft Challenge. 
The aim of the challenge was to 
encourage students to think like an 
engineer and build their own aircraft 
with a working motor. 
“The students loved having the 
opportunity to experience what it meant 
to be an aerospace engineer and being 
able to learn a number of new skills. 
“At the end of the day, our students 
watched their aircraft take flight, with 
some more successful than others.
“It was great fun and all the pupils who 
took part enjoyed what was a brilliant 
learning exercise.”

Year 9 reach for the skies 
during fl ighty STEM event 
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Staying with the sciencey theme, our 
Year 8s have been donning their white 
coats and goggles and turning their 
homes into temporary science labs.
The young boffi ns have been taking their 
work home with them and producing 
some very accurate atomic models.
Amongst some of the best examples 
were Ethan Pang (8S) and Ava Doran, 
(8C) who both models of helium, Erin 
Meath (8R) and Anna McLaughlin 
(8C) both made models of chlorine 
whilst Ellie Fonseca made a rather 
fetching model of lithium.
Overseeing the work was Science’s 
Mrs Dormer, who said: “Our Year 
8 pupils have been studying atomic 
structure and to bring this to life they 
have made some very accurate models.
“As our photos show, the students pro-
duced some fantastic atomic models as 
part of their homework project.”
Well done Year 8.

Appliance of science is 
structured for our Year 8s


