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Uni project sees 6th Form 
students extend themselves

University hopefuls from our 6th Form have 
been working on their own special projects 
as they bid to show they are ready for the 
next stage of their education.
The students have been working on their 
EPQs (Extended Project Qualifi cation), 
which is a pre-university, research-based 
qualifi cation which carries valuable 
UCAS points.
The EPQ gives students the genuine freedom 
to choose any subject which they enjoy and 
organise their time to produce either a 5,000 
word essay or to create an artefact. 
Many students choose a subject area 
which will stand them in good stead for 
future studies. 
Universities favour the course because 

it develops transferable skills, such as, 
research, time management and planning 
and presentation techniques, students need 
in order to complete undergraduate courses 
successfully.
Overseeing their progress is Mrs Weekes, 
who explains more about what students past 
and present have worked on.

Ingenuity
Mrs Weekes said: “You never quite know 
what you are going to get. The range and 
ingenuity of our 6th Formers never ceases 
to amaze me. 
“The class of 2020 was no exception 
with offerings as diverse as a detailed 
study into the Rimrose Valley Park, 
a report on the difficulties of water 

supply in rural Nepal and an essay 
outlining the impact of digital 
technology on privacy. 
“Previous artefacts have included an 
innovative drone landing system, a hand 
made guitar and a 3D computer game 
which was available to play online.” 
“Meanwhile, the class of 2021 are 
looking no less inventive, with projects 
including an animation, a series of 
expressionist fi lms inspired pictures and 
an investigation into The Sun’s role in the 
1997 General Election campaign.”
The last of those projects is being 
produced by Sam Rannard (13R), who 
explains more about his EPQ.
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Year 11s raise a toast to the 
future as 6th Form awaits

continued  from p1
Sam said: “My EPQ is on the infl uence 
of the Sun Newspaper on the 1997 
General Election and whether it was 
really, ‘The Sun What Won It’.
I have found it really fascinating, as I 
hope to study Maths and Economics 
at university and this is where the 
worlds of Maths and Politics collide.”
Staying within journalism, Lydia 
Croston (13S) has been working 
on a magazine article  centering on 
the issue of consciousness around 
animals.
Lydia explains further: “I have 
written an article for a popular 
magazine aiming to demystify the 
issue of consciousness in animals. 
“It is a very controversial issue, with 
lots of interesting discussion points 
around it.
“I hope to study Zoology at university 

and the topic ties in with my ultimate 
ambition to become a vet.”
Moving from print to fi lm, Ciara 
Carmichael (13S), whose work 
(below) featured in Heartbeat, Issue 
25 (March 22), has been working in 
the fi eld of animation.
Ciara said: “For my EPQ, I have 
produced an animated music video in 
the style of Japanese anime. 
“Lasting 1 minute, 15 seconds, it is 
currently on You Tube and aims to 

convey important messages about 
our perceptions of  other people and 
not being judgemental - we can never 
know entirely how someone is feeling 
‘underneath the mask’.
“I hope to study animation at 
university and I have recently 
participated in a professional 
animation class run by the BFI.”
Meanwhile, Bethany Malone 
(13C) has delved into the sphere of 
evolutionary and popular science.
Bethany explains: “My EPQ is on the 
origins of man’s diet. 
“I have always had an interest in 
evolutionary and popular science, so I 
found doing this project very enjoyable. 
“Doing an EPQ has given me skills 
that will be useful in university, such 
as referencing and academic writing. 
“I would highly recommend doing 
one as the possibilities are endless.”

Whilst our 6th Formers start preparing for 
life beyond Sacred Heart, the domino effect 
from that sees our current Year 11s looking 
to fi ll their shoes.
With that in mind, and throughout March 
and April, our fi nal year Middle Schoolers 
have been visiting the 6th Form Common 
Room & Coffee Bar, opposite the 6th Form 
Centre at Upper Site, to learn more about 
what awaits them as they prepare to enter 

the fi nal couple of years as Sacred Heart 
students. During the visit, the Year 11s are 
introduced to the Coffee Bar staff and treated 
to a drink, hot chocolate being particularly 
well received, and some toast.

Expect
They are then told both what to expect and 
what is expected of them, once they make 
the step up to Sixth Form.
Director of 6th Form, Ms McParland, said: 

“Our meetings in the Coffee Bar are very 
informal and have been very well received 
by all the groups that have been in so far.
“The Year 11s now are at that stage where 
they are making choices that will impact 
their careers beyond Sacred Heart, so we 
just feel that making them familiar with 
what awaits them from September will 
only benefi t in the long run - and plus, who 
doesn’t like a piece of toast.”


