
 

 

 

 

Choosing GCSE options: A guide for parents and carers 2021 

This term, your child will be choosing the Options they will be studying at GCSE. You will get plenty of 

information and there are lots of people for your child to talk things through with. 

There are compulsory subjects they will continue to study. These are called core subjects. 

• English (leads to two GCSEs, one in English Language and one in English Literature) 

• Maths (has calculator and non-calculator elements but leads to one GCSE) 

• Science (this can be trilogy science, which gives two GCSEs or separate science, which gives three. 

There will more information given on pathways) 

• Core PE (non-examined) 

• PSHCE (Personal, Social, Health, Citizenship Education) – non-examined. This also includes 

Relationships and Sex Education.  

Pupils will then make three choices of subject. They will be given a booklet containing all the information 

about the content of each subject, how it is examined, which exam board is used, whether it has a practical 

or coursework element, useful resources etc. 

The Heads of Departments have also recorded short presentations on their subject content and there will 

be the chance to ask them questions directly. 

Year 9 Google Classroom will be the best source for up-to-date information – there will also be details on 

individual subject pages. 

GCSE grading 

The numerical grading system was phased over four years, starting with the core compulsory subjects - 
maths and English GCSEs - in 2017. Most of the main subjects switched over in 2018, including the 
humanities, sciences and most modern languages. This was brought in alongside a new GCSE curriculum in 
England from 2016. GCSE courses now include much less coursework than before, with grades in almost all 
subjects depending on exams. Courses are designed to be more challenging, with exams taken after two 
years of study rather than in modules with exams along the way. 

The highest grade is 9, while 1 is the lowest, not including a U (ungraded). 

Three number grades - 9, 8 and 7 - correspond to the old-style top grades of A* and A.  

The top 3% of students in each subject, will be awarded the very top grade 9. 

Grade 4 is considered a standard pass, with Grade 5 a strong pass. 

More information about our curriculum can be found on the school’s website. It may also be useful to 

check the following websites: 

https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2018/03/02/gcse-9-to-1-grades-a-brief-guide-for-parents/ 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/understanding-9-1.html 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/policy/9-to-1 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/understanding-9-1.html
https://www.aqa.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/policy/9-to-1


What is the EBacc? 

 

The EBacc is not a qualification in its own right – it’s a combination of GCSE subjects, including a language, 

that offer an important range of knowledge and skills. 

 

Universities will be most likely to look for specific GCSE grades in English, maths and possibly science – but 

these subjects are compulsory for pupils to take anyway. 

 

It’s up to decide whether individuals whether to take one or more of the optional subjects. On the plus side, 

taking a mix of these will ensure you can be more flexible in your university course choices later down the 

line – especially if they are not sure what they want to do yet. It could also give them a broad knowledge 

that employers are looking for.  

 

To achieve the EBacc, you have to have a grade 5 or above in: 

English language and literature 

Maths 

Combined science or 3 single sciences from Biology, Chemistry, Physics, and Computer science 

A humanities subject (Geography or History) and 

A language (French or Spanish) 


