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Drama students get the 
lowdown on auditioning

Actor, writer and comedian, Anna Spear-
point, took time out of her lockdown sched-
ule last month to help our Drama students 
with all they need to know about the audi-
tion process.
Anna, who is an Associate Artist at the Na-
tional Youth Theatre (NYT) and involved 
in the running of auditions there, passed on 
the benefi t of her knowledge to our Year 10, 
11 and 13 Drama students during an online 
Q&A about the process, which this year is 
even more daunting, as students have to 
send a recording of their audition piece.
Anna was also on hand to off er advice 
to our Year 13s on auditioning for a uni-
versity Drama course and what it is like 
working, or rather not working, as an ac-
tor at the moment.
Head of Drama, Ms Walsh, explained more 
about the session, she said: “The Q&A went 

well with Anna. More than 30 Year 10, 11 
and 13 Drama students attended the live ses-
sion, that saw Anna talk about the audition 
process for the NYT.  
“Anna is part of the judging panel so had 
some useful tips on how to choose a mono-
logue and what to expect from a recall.  
“She then talked in general about auditions 
and how to devise a piece of theatre.

Tips
“The students were able to ask questions and 
some of them are going to audition for NYT.  
Anna then stayed on and talked to the Year 
13s about auditioning for Drama school and 
off ered them some tips.”
The session proved to be a hit with our bud-
ding thesps as Year 10’s Anya Jago explains: 
“I found the meeting with Anna really useful 
because I learnt a lot about the NYT audition 
process. It also taught me that auditioning is 

not as scary as you might think.”
Year 13 student, Oliver Heath was also 
grateful for Anna’s advice, adding: “I found 
Anna really engaging and liked how she 
talked us through what to expect when go-
ing to audition.”
Despite lockdown massively impacting ac-
tors, and all those in the Arts currently, Anna 
is still managing to keep busy.
The writer and actor, pictured (centre right)
performing pre lockdown last year, is cur-
rently developing two TV pilots and work-
ing with Box of Tricks Theatre Company on 
their Pen Pals scheme to develop a new full-
length play based on her 2018 short play The 
Great Size or Extent of Something. 
Anna describes it as,‘a play with music 
about what tethers friends together and the 
power of pop music. It is heavily and shame-
lessly infl uenced by the Spice Girls.’
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Lockdown perfect way to 
celebrate World Book Day
Thursday sees the return of the ever popular 
World Book Day and whilst our pupils will 
not be with us, they will still be encouraged 
to pick up a book and engage with some of 
their favourite fi ctional characters.
Last year, pre fi rst lockdown, our staff  
went the extra mile by dressing up as 
some of their favourite literary characters 
in an eff ort to encourage students to read. 
Alice in Wonderland, Bill Sikes and Ban-
quo’s ghost were just some of the colour-
ful characters who were brought to life.
On Lower Site, Year 7 & 8 students 
visited the Library for a reading ses-
sion. Whilst there, they each received 
a cupcake and a goody bag, courtesy of 
Pritchards Bookshop, Crosby, that con-
tained a certificate, a World Book Day 
voucher and a bookmark. 

English teacher, Mrs Mawdsley, oversaw 
those sessions and explained more. 
She said: “I wanted to encourage the idea 
that reading is to the mind, what exercise 
is to the body. 
“We talked about how six minutes read-
ing a day can signifi cantly improve your 
mental health and we encouraged all our 
students to try to do this every day.

Activities
“During English and Maths lessons, the 
students completed activities around World 
Book Day and we shared some stories. 
“By reading every day, we not only im-
prove our vocabulary and knowledge, 
we can disappear into fantastical stories, 
improve our mental health and escape the 
busy day.”
And encouraging pupils, and staff , to read 

continued when we returned in September 
when, throughout November and Decem-
ber, they were urged to Drop Everything 
And Read (DEAR).
Staff  and students were given 20 minutes 
once a week to stop what they were do-
ing and read a book, suitable magazine or 
newspaper of their choice.
The sessions were well received as Head 
of English, Mrs Gregson explains: “It was 
really pleasing to see so many pupils read-
ing and enjoying the time given to do so.”
With schools reopening and students re-
turning from next Monday (March 8), the 
promotion of reading is set to continue, 
culminating in activities to mark the of-
fi cial Drop Everything And Read Day, 
which is on April 12.
Until then, happy reading.


