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Poetry by Heart hopefuls 
to get entries in next month

Entries for this year’s Poetry by Heart 
competition are due in next month and it 
is an event Sacred Heart has previous in.
Year 10’s Maisie Price (pictured receiv-
ing her prize from Headteacher, Mr Pye) 
fi nished runner-up in the competition last 
year, a feat that was also achieved by for-
mer student, Kate Carey (pictured, inset), 
in 2016.
Speaking back in September, Maisie told 
us how she hopes to go one better this time 
around. She said: “I was quite shocked that 
I came runner up but I was really happy, so 
I will defi nitely be entering again.
“I’m not sure yet what poems I will read 
this time, but after fi nishing runner-up last 
time, I want to try and go that one step fur-
ther and win.”

Poetry By Heart is a national competition 
in which young people in key stages 2, 3, 
4 and 5 choose poems they love, learn by 
heart and then perform them in a school or 
college competition.

Among those overseeing Sacred 
Heart’s entrants is English teacher, Mrs 
Weekes, who explained more about 
what is required. 
She said: “Poetry by Heart is still go-
ing ahead this year. Everything will be 
done virtually, with the live final taking 
place in the autumn.

“I am looking for pupils to learn and record 
themselves reciting and be able to submit 
their entries for judging by March. 31.
“Anyone who might be interested at the 
prospect of learning and uploading two po-
ems, one should be pre 1914 and one post 
1914, should forward their names to me or 
ask them to make contact via weekesc@
sacredhrtcrosby.net
“If we have any ‘freestylers’ who write 
and perform their own poems, there is a 
special ‘celebratory’ category this year, so 
again, anyone who is interested in enter-
ing, please let me know.”
For more information about all of the cate-
gories and entry requirements, please visit 
the Poetry by Heart website at www.poet-
rybyheart.org.uk
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Year 10 come to face to 
face with Emma Worth

In the second part of our feature on 
the work Year 10 are doing in Art, we 
look at the artists our pupils have been 
studying and the work our talented 
bunch have been producing.
Last week, Year 10 had a special guest 
speaker join them, in the shape of re-
nowned portrait artist, Emma Worth, 
who joined them via Zoom.
Emma, a former Sacred Heart stu-
dent, who took time away from creat-
ing her latest masterpieces, to engage 
in a Q & A with our Year 10s.
Emma explained what it meant to pass 
on her knowledge to those wishing to 
follow in her footsteps.
She said: “I have always felt that art 
transcends any age. 
“You are never too young or too old 

to learn. It can be a hobby or some-
thing you live for. I have always 
created art but the last few years I 
have really found my voice within 
portraiture. 
“So when I was asked to speak to a 
group of students from my old school, 
Sacred Heart, about art and my prac-
tice, I was elated. 

Inspiration
“This past year has been so diffi  cult 
for everyone, it can be hard to fi nd 
inspiration to create, yet art fuels the 
imagination and syncs the body and 
mind so I knew that this connection 
would be important for the students 
and myself. 
“It was an uplifting experience and 
one I’m more than happy to do again, 

I received such overwhelming feed-
back from the students, their families 
and teachers. 
“We discussed diff erent techniques, 
subject matter and what drives the 
passion for creating art itself. It is so 
important now, more than ever, to en-
gage with all ages and support each 
other, doing whatever we can do to get 
through this pandemic.”
The work coincides with another por-
trait artist our Year 10s have been 
studying, Mark Powell. 
The London-based artist is famous for 
his Biro sketches done on vintage doc-
uments.
Featured are works done by our own 
students that have been inspired by 
both Emma and Mark.


