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Success for Sam 
after he pens 
religious writing

Congratulations to Sam Roberts who has 
won a book prize in this year’s Catholic 
Young Writer Awards.
The young scribe was charged with the 
task of writing an essay on the theme, 
Sunday Mass At The Heart Of Our 
Lives.
Sam (10A) set about putting his thoughts 
down on paper with the help of his moth-
er, who is also an RE teacher.
When informed his essay had been se-
lected as one of the runners up, Sam was 
naturally delighted.
He said: “I am really shocked. It is a nice 
surprise to come back to school and fi nd 
out about this.
“It’s nice to know that the effort that I put 

in has paid off.”
It is not the fi rst time Sam has tasted suc-
cess, having previously won a junior pho-
tography competition way back when he 
was in Year 6.
But despite his obvious talents, Sam says 
writing is not something he is looking to 
take up professionally and puts his suc-
cess down to a competitive edge.
Sam added: “I only entered the com-
petition because I enjoy a challenge. I 
won a photography competition when 
I was in Year 6 and, like then, I just 
thought I would enter this competition 
because I enjoy a challenge.”
Sam will be presented with his prize in 
the coming weeks.

News in brief
Year 7 will take part in reading 
tests today and will have assemblies 
on Wednesday.
All students are reminded to adhere 
to the new methods installed to help 
with social distancing and cleanliness. 
These include use of hand sanitisers, 
staggered lunches, pupil hubs and 
directional arrows in corridors.

Jacob Billington
Tributes have been paid to former 
student, Jacob Billington, following 
his tragic killing in Birmingham last 
weekend.
Jacob, 23, was killed 
after he was stabbed  
whilst out with former 
school friends who 
were visiting one of 
their group who is 
studying in Birming-
ham.
Michael Callaghan, 
another former Sacred Heart student, 
was also stabbed and remains in a 
critical condition.
Headteacher, Mr Pye, said: “We are 
saddened at the events in Birming-
ham which took Jacob’s life and left 
Michael critically injured. 
“Staff gathered to pray for them and 
their families. We are praying for 
Michael’s recovery and will never 
forget Jacob, his life touched so many 
in our school.”
Jacob’s parents said: “Jacob was a 
funny, caring and wonderful person 
who was loved by every single person 
he met. 
“He lit up every room with his 
boundless energy and witty humour 
and the loss of such a special person 
will be felt by all who knew him for 
years to come.”
Meanwhile, friend of Sacred Heart, 
Margaret Mizen MBE, said: “I’m 
sure your wonderful school will do 
everything to keep Jacob’s memory 
alive and leave a lasting legacy of 
such a beautiful young man.”
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Last week saw students complete their 
first full week at school for nearly six 
months.
Consequently, as everyone tries to re-
turn to some sort of normal, there have 
been some changes we have all had 
to embrace. Although, not all of them 
have been Covid-related.
Firstly, we said a fond farewell to out-
going Headteacher, Mr Walker, who 
left us in the summer after ten years to 
pursue fresh challenges.
Taking his place is Acting Headteacher 
Mr Pye, who not only has to balance 
the usual task of running a school, but 
also has to ensure it is safe to do so dur-

ing an ongoing pandemic.
Among the new procedures he has to 
oversee are the installation and correct 
use of around 200 hand sanitisers outside  
classrooms, staggered lunches, student 
hubs and one way systems on both sites.

Results
Last week saw all this come together 
for the first time proper and Mr Pye was 
delighted with the results.
He said: “The start of this year has pro-
vided lots for us to work on to get the 
children safely back into their class-
rooms. 
“I would like to thank all the people 
who have worked around the clock to 

make sure we were ready, with nearly 
200 hand sanitising stations fixed to the 
walls, one way systems and six times as 
many sinks as before. 
“It was worth all of that effort when 
we saw the children arrive smiling and 
talking, back to education, back to cre-
ating their future, back to building their 
talents. It was indeed a delight to be-
hold on that first day. 
“So it has continued, teachers and pu-
pils alike have had to get used to this 
‘new normal’ and begin the work of 
catch up, but we have made a good start 
and I would like to thank you all for 
your support.”

Return sees all change but 
the smiles are still the same


