
Thirteen of our Sixth Form students 
attended the University of Oxford 
Open Day recently, as they start plan-
ning for life after Sacred Heart, writes 
Mrs Callaghan, who led the trip. 
Our link college, St Peter’s, kindly 
provided the eight Year 13s and fi ve 
Year 12s with accommodation as part 
of their outreach programme.
This meant we could make an early 
start the next day, exploring the Open 
Day activities. 
In addition, our students also got the 
chance to stay in Halls of Residence, 
to eat in St Peter’s Great Hall and to 
entertain themselves in the evening in 
the Junior Common Room with its fun 
facilities including table tennis, pool 
and a large screen PlayStation. 
We arrived on Thursday afternoon and 
once we had settled in, we enjoyed a 
walking tour of beautiful Oxford. 

Famous
We discovered some of its famous 
sights, such as the Radcliffe Cam-
era and Hertford College’s Bridge of 
Sighs, and we enjoyed spotting the 
famous colleges as we made our way 
around.  
At the Open Day itself, all the university’s 
colleges and departments were open, with 
a wide range of tours and talks available, 
plus the chance to speak individually to tu-
tors and current students. 
All kinds of information, insight and ad-
vice were on offer, as Jacob Mangan ex-
plains: “The trip was fascinating and in-
formative, giving a good insight into the 
life and routine of a university student. 
“I am looking to study Maths at university 
and really benefi tted from the talks given 
by the leading lecturers, who gave a gen-
eral outline of what a Maths degree at Ox-
ford entails and how to give yourself the 

best chance of being considered for a place 
if you were to apply. 
“This included a taster lecture, which was 
really enjoyable and, afterwards, I got the 
chance to speak to some of the students 
currently studying Maths. 
“We also got to explore the city of Oxford 
with its historical architecture and were 
made to feel at home as we stayed in St 
Peter’s College, making the experience far 
more realistic as to what we should expect 
if we opt to go to university.”
Isobel Davies added: “Before our trip to 
Oxford, I was very unsure as to what I 
wanted to study at university, or if I want-
ed to go at all. 

“However, after visiting, experiencing 
the student life and receiving advice 
from lecturers and current students, it 
really helped me decide what path I 
want to go down with my life. 
“It gave me a real insight into how in-
tense uni life would be, but also how 
much freedom and independence we 
would get. 
“The people at St Peter’s College were 
extremely helpful and accommodat-
ing and made me realise just how 
many opportunities Oxford would be 
able to offer me. 
“Without the trip, I don’t think I would 
have been able to make a decision 
about my future, but now it’s enabled 
me to fi nalise a goal and inspired me 
to do well in my A-levels.”
The trip helped the Year 13 students 
make up their minds about their fi nal 
university choices. 
The UCAS deadline is tomorrow 
(October 15) for Oxford, Cambridge, 
Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary 
Science, so those Year 13 students 
who were persuaded by this trip are 
now working hard on refi ning their 
applications. 

They received lots of advice about what to 
include in their personal statements to put 
to good effect. 
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News in brief
Good luck to our Year 11 and Sixth 
Form netball teams who are in ac-
tion on Wednesday as they take part 
in the Sefton Netball Tournament. 
Year 10 Information Evening takes 
place from 6pm on Thursday in St 
Edward Hall. Also on Thursday, 
Sixth Form Drama students will 
vist the Playhouse to see a produc-
tion of Amelie.

University beckons as 
Sixth Formers visit Oxford 
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Emily recreates fi lm image 
in stunning art project
Head Girl, Emily Mercer (13E), has com-
bined her love of art and fi lm to produce a 
stunning piece of work.
Emily took inspiration from the fi lm, Schin-
dler’s List, when deciding on a project for 
her Art topic that centred on Confl ict.
Using just pencils, the talented Sixth For-
mer decided to recreate the most iconic 
scene, the girl in the red coat, from the 
Steven Spielberg fi lm.
Emily explains: “Our Art topic was about 
‘Confl ict’ and Schindler’s List is my favour-
ite fi lm, so it combined the two perfectly.
“It took me about 18 hours over three days 
to complete and it is my favorite piece of 
work to date.”
Emily is now considering entering the 
picture in competitions, having seen pre-
vious work win fi rst prize in the Scottish 
Festival for Arts, Music & Crafts in the 
Oil Paints, Acrylic & Pencil category. 


