
Congratulations to Maisie Price who has 
fi nished runner-up in this year’s Poetry by 
Heart competition.
Maisie (9E) was entered into the Key Stage 
3 Individual Recitation category of the com-
petition by her teachers after impressing 
them during lessons. 
However, with the onset of Covid-19 and 
the partial closure of schools, the competi-
tion was unavoidably disrupted.
Not be outdone, there then followed a very 
rapid turn-around by the judging panel to see 
the competition through to its conclusion.
Poetry by Heart Director, Julie Blake, 
explains more about the process. She 
said: “After a very rapid turn-around, 
we managed to involve all our wonder-
ful judges virtually and we maintained 
the same high standards of judging and 
moderation, and we thoroughly enjoyed 
every performance.”
The judges then wrote to each competitor in-

dividually, telling them how they fared and 
off ering feedback on their performance.
Maisie was delighted to learn her recit-
als of the poems, Sonnet 60: Like as the 
waves make towards the pebbled shore 
and The Witch, had earned her the run-
ners-up spot.

The Key Stage 3 judging team, which con-
sisted of a team of poets, poetry experts and 
educators from the organisations which 
make up Poetry By Heart’s partnership 
team, praised all the competitors and off ered 
Maisie the following critique of her recitals.
Poem 1: Sonnet 60: Like as the waves make 
towards the pebbled shore
“The judges were impressed by this mature 

and measured presentation. Maisie’s deliv-
ery was composed and engaging.
Poem 2: The Witch
“A convincing recitation that the judges en-
joyed very much. Maisie delivered her poem 
with composure and a steady voice.”
The judges also praised all the com-
petitors for their performances in the 
competition, adding: “The judges were 
impressed by how all the young people 
managed to learn two poems by heart and 
loved watching their poem performances 
- each one a unique interpretation. 
“It will be interesting to see how these mem-
orised poems stay and develop with the 
young people as they grow older.”
English teacher, Mrs Weekes, praised Mai-
sie for her achievement. She said: “I am 
thrilled for Maisie. 
“She worked very hard on her recitals and 
to fi nish runner-up is a tremendous achieve-
ment. Well done Maisie.”
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Memorable Maisie knows 
her Poetry by Heart

Back to school
Our Year 10 and 12 students made 
their long-awaited return to school-
based lessons recently, albeit with a 
bit of a diff erence.
With social distancing measures still 
in place, some lessons were moved to 
bigger classrooms and even halls.
However, our students have taken the 
upheaval in their stride.
Director of Middle School, Miss 
Clarke, said: “Their engagement, at-
tendance and behaviour has been bril-
liant, even though circumstances will 
feel very diff erent. So many staff  have 
commented on how mature, sensible 
and co-operative they have been.”
Our photograph shows Year 10 tak-
ing part in an English lesson.



A coaching programme set up six years 
ago has proved invaluable to students 
both before and during lockdown.
Designed to help students become more 
confi dent and independent, the sessions 
see Year 12 students partner up with pu-
pils from Year 10.
The sessions have proved to be a massive 
success, none more so than during lock-
down, when students were faced with 
studying at home.
One of those overseeing the programme is 
Ms Walsh, who explains more. She said: 
“The Coaching programme has been run-
ning for about six years now in College.  
“Sessions have been delivered by my-
self, Mr Robertson, Miss Clarke and 
Mrs  Campbell on Teaching & Learning 
and Safeguarding. 
Pre-lockdown, 6th Form students and 
their partners from Year 10 and 11 met 
every week in the SFC.  

“There, they would work on a range of 
subjects, get help with revision, organi-
sation and, importantly, gain confi dence.  
“I think the reason we use the word 
‘Coaching’ is that our aim is to enable the 
students to become more confi dent and 
independent. The 6th Former is working 
alongside their partner to support them in 
reaching their goals.

Coaches
“In the fi rst couple of weeks of lockdown, 
we set up a Google Classroom for Coach-
ing and kept in touch with our coaches.  
“When it became apparent to Mr Rob-
ertson some Year 10 students were strug-
gling with the new way of working, we 
asked our coaches to help.  
“They responded willingly and have kept 
in touch with their partners, and worked 
with new partners, helping them and en-
couraging them throughout. 
“Mr Robertson and I arranged face-to-

face meetings because some pupils were 
being coached by Year 12 students they 
had not met before.  
“These have been really successful, again 
the 6th Formers arrived prepared with 
questions and links to resources.
“The cycle of coaching has been impor-
tant to us. Former student, Callum Clark, 
coached one of our current Year 12 students, 
who in turn has been coaching one of our 
current Year 10 students. She has now told 
us of her desire to become a coach when she 
starts Year 12 in September 2021.”
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News in brief
College closes for staff  and pupils at 
12 noon on Friday and Mr Walker’s 
letter will follow shortly afterwards.  
Well done to everyone for pulling 
together and getting through. 
Have a great summer and we will 
see you in September.

Coaching sessions prove 
a hit during lockdown

Kindness award
Congratulations to Mrs McNicol 
who has received a Kindness Award 
for her work with our students. 
The honour was awarded by the 
Well Young Person team, a mental 
health service for young people 
in Sefton, for always having the 
students’ care and well being at the 
heart of her work. 
Mrs McNicol said: “It was lovely 
to be recognised in this way, how-
ever, like all staff at Sacred Heart, 
it is the ethos at the heart of 
everything we do on a daily basis 
for all of our students.”

Zen 
mastered
Well done to Ethan 
Scott for this superb 
piece of artwork complet-
ed during lockdown.
The Year 9 student contin-
ued his work at home to pro-
duce this stunning owl using 
the technique of Zentangles. 
Well done Ethan.


