
As we head in to what would, normal-
ly, be our final summer term, we look 
back at some of the highlights our 6th 
Formers have enjoyed.
As well as their usual studies, our 6th 
Formers have enjoyed a wide and var-
ied selection of activities.
These have included producing stun-
ning art work, both individually and as 
a team for special events such as Open 
Evening (featured, right), preparing 
for life after Sacred Heart and giving 
up their time to help out at numerous 
events.
Of course, we will say a fond farewell 
to our Year 13 students and, being as  
these are strange times, we are saying  
our ‘goodbyes’ in a different way. 

Departing
With that in mind, Ms Baker, Mrs Cal-
laghan and Ms McLaren have already 
sent heart felt video messages to the 
departing students.
Mr Walker, too, has written to the Year 
13s wishing them success for the future 
and reminding them they will always 
be a part of the Sacred Heart family and 
local community.
He said: “Finally, you leave with my 
best wishes and the reminder that you 
remain a genuine part of our communi-
ty and that you should remember that in 
time to come.”
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Year 12 set to move up as 
we say farewell to Year 13

Sixth Form Special Edition

Back in September, staff and students 
were preparing for another eagerly 
anticipated Open Evening.
Among the many exhibits on display at 
the Open Evening, which took place on 
October 9, were a striking set of trees.
The trees were made by Sixth Form 
students as part of their NOCN studies.
Art teacher Miss Burke explains more. 
She said: “The students were tasked 
with working in groups to fi rst build 
the trees and then decoupage, or collage 
them, with a variety of found papers to 
decorate them. Earlier on in the day, the 
students also created leaves with inspi-
rational messages on them. The trees 
have since been displayed around the 
College as a ‘forest of positivity’.”
Anna Sanders (13C) explained more 
about their work. She said: “We wrote 

inspirational 
and motiva-
tional messag-
es on leaves, 
which were 
then placed 
on the trees. 
They act 
as a ‘forest 
of hope’, 
encouraging 
people against bullying and prejudice.”
Even Heartbeat has got in on the 
display (not before time), as your 
favourite Sacred Heart publication 
was used to decorate one of the trees. 
Miss Burke added: “We gathered the 
Heartbeats as we thought it would 
form a good welcome display in the 
foyer.” (Quite right too). 

September

News in brief
As per Government instructions, 
College will remain closed until 
further notice. 
Please check the College’s Twitter feed; 
@SacredHrtCrosby 
and our website; 
www.sacredheart.seft on.sch.uk 
for further updates.
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In October, some of our Year 12s and 13s 
went from preparing for a Sacred Heart 
Open Evening to attending an Oxford 
University Open Day.
Accompanying the students was Mrs Cal-
laghan, who told us about their visit.
“The students got the chance to stay in 
Halls of Residence, to eat in St Peter’s 
Great Hall and to entertain themselves in 
the evening in the Junior Common Room 
with its fun facilities including table tennis, 
pool and a large screen PlayStation. 
“We arrived on Thursday afternoon and 
once we had settled in, we enjoyed a walk-

ing tour of beautiful Oxford. 
“At the Open Day itself, all the university’s 
colleges and departments were open, with 
a wide range of tours and talks available, 
plus the chance to speak individually to tu-
tors and current students.”
Isobel Davies enjoyed the visit and ex-
plained how much it has helped her.
She said: “The people were extremely 
helpful and accommodating and made me 
realise just how many opportunities Ox-
ford would be able to offer me. 
“The trip has enabled me to fi nalise a goal 
and inspired me to do well in my A-levels.”

Also in October, our Year 13s got 
a lesson in forgiveness, when guest 
speaker, Jo Berry, paid a visit.

Jo explained how she learned to for-
give the IRA terrorists who killed 
her father, Anthony, in October 
1984, after they blew up the Bright-
on Hotel he was staying in.
Anthony was killed in the blast at 
the hotel, where the then Prime Min-
ister, Margaret Thatcher, was staying.
Whilst it would have been easy for 
Jo and her family to seek revenge 
and fight hatred with hatred, 

the grieving daughter’s response 
amazed many.
Jo said: “I loved my father and 
wanted to understand why The IRA 
had done this.”
Her message left a lasting impres-
sion on Katie Kerrigan, who said 
said: “The day with Jo Berry was 
a day of reflection and taught me 
many valuable lessons.
“I thank Jo for teaching me this les-
son and opening my eyes on what I 
can do to help me listen to others 
and empathise.”

December is a time for giving and that 
is no different for our 6th Formers, 
who gave their time and effort to help 
out at a couple of very important 
events in the College calendar.
Our Year 13s, along with their coun-
terparts from Year 12, attended and 
helped out at the ever-popular Pen-
sioners’ Party (pictured).
The annual event, which took place at 
Lower Site, welcomed pensioners from 
the local community for a tasty Christ-
mas Dinner, which was then followed 

by bingo, a raffl e and party games. 
Our Sixth Formers later attend-
ed and took part in the College’s 
Christmas Cabaret Concert, which 
took place later the same day. 
Deputy Headteacher, Mr Pye, 
enjoyed both events, saying: “These 
were two wonderful community 
events that staff, students and every-
one who attended all enjoyed. 
“Our students at both events were 
a credit to the College and their par-
ents. Well done everyone.”

There has also been many individual 
success stories over the past 12 months 
and it seems fi tting that we should 
complete this 6th Form Special Edition 
with Head Girl, Emily Mercer.
The talented artist spent 35 hours over 
the course of four weeks to produce a 
quite breathtaking piece of work.
Emily explains: “My fi nal piece (top 
left) is inspired by all the artists I have 
studied through my A-Level course-
work on ‘confl ict in art’.
“It combines the works of Oldřich Kul-
hánek and the fi lm Schindler’s List, 

with the works of Colin Chillag. It is my 
personal response and is based on the 
theme of ‘censored issues in confl ict’.”
The piece follows on from a similarly 
stunning piece of work Emily produced 
back in October.
For that, Emily 
took inspiration 
from the fi lm, 
Schindler’s List.
Emily’s artwork 
can be viewed in 
issues 6 and 20 
of Heartbeat.
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