
Congratulations to Madison Rens who 
won Bronze in the 200 IM at last month’s 
English Schools’ Swimming Champion-
ships in Sheffi eld.
Madison (7R) started swimming lessons 
when she was just three-years-old. Four 
years later, aged seven, she teamed up with 
her sisters, Sianna (9R) and Charlotte, (12A) 
and joined Crosby Swimming Club.
Her older sisters were already members of 
that Club’s team and it wasn’t long before 
Madison’s astonishing progress in the pool 
saw her, aged nine, again follow in their 
footsteps by joining them at the City of Liv-
erpool Swimming Club.
There, the trio would compete at Local level 
and at County level with Crosby.  At the age 
of ten, Madison competed at Local, County 
and Regional level and, a year later, was se-
lected to compete at National level. 

Talented
Proud mum Suzanne gave some insight into 
the work her talented daughter puts in. 
She said: “Madison trains at Crosby on a 
Monday and Thursday night; with Liver-
pool at the Aquatics Centre, Wavertree, on 
a Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday morn-
ing, as well as on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday nights. A lot of hard work goes into 
every training session.”
That hard work certainly looks to have paid 
off, as Madison has quite the roll of honour, 
both in terms of trophies and achievements.
She has won the Top Award two years 

running for Crosby Swimming Club and 
has also won the Top Girl Award at the 
London Championships.
However, it is competing in the Nation-
al Championships, aged 11, that Madison 
counts as perhaps her biggest achievement.  
Suzanne added: “It was a fantastic achieve-
ment, not only getting selected to be in the 
North West team, but gaining a bronze med-
al at last month’s English Schools’ Champi-
onships in the 200 IM event at Sheffi eld.”
Madison now hopes to qualify for the Sum-

mer National Championships again this year 
and, in the future, possibly qualify for the 
English Junior team competing in Europe. 
Another aspiration is to go to university in 
America on a swimming scholarship and 
compete over there and, hopefully, one day, 
the Commonwealth games.
Suzanne added: “We are extremely proud of 
Madison and her sisters, their achievements 
and all the hard work and commitment they 
put into their training and performances, as 
well as juggling their school work.”
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Madison shows Sheffi eld 
steel to win Bronze medal

News in brief
Year 11 will have Blaster Classes at 
8.30am each morning this week.
Year 5 pupils from Great Crosby will 
have Science Transition lessons on 
Thursday. Assemblies this week will 
remind students about simple precau-
tions to take in light of Mr Walker’s 
letter from last week.
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Staff dress to impress 
on World Book Day

Fiction was brought to life recently as 
staff and students celebrated World 
Book Day.
Our staff went the extra mile by 
dressing up as some of their favour-
ite literary characters in an effort to 
encourage students to read. Alice in 
Wonderland, Bill Sikes and Banquo’s 
ghost were just some of the colourful 
characters who were brought to life.
On Lower Site, Year 7 & 8 students 
visited the Library for a reading ses-
sion. Whilst there, they each received 
a cupcake and a goody bag, courtesy 
of Pritchards Bookshop, Crosby, that 
contained a certifi cate, a World Book 
Day voucher and a bookmark. 
English teacher, Mrs Mawdsley, over-
saw the sessions and explains more. 

She said: “I wanted to encourage the 
idea that reading is to the mind, what 
exercise is to the body. 
“We talked about how six minutes 
reading a day can signifi cantly 
improve your mental health and en-
couraged all our students to try to do 
this every day.
“During English and Maths lessons, 
the students completed activities 
around World Book Day and we 
shared some stories. 
“By reading every day, we not only 
improve our vocabulary and knowl-
edge, we can disappear into fantasti-
cal stories, improve our mental health 
and escape the busy day.
“Thank you to all who took part, the 
kitchen staff for baking marvellous 

cakes and Pritchards for generously 
supplying the goody bags. 
“We hope we have encouraged every-
one to read a little more. 
“As Dr Seuss said: ‘You’re never too 
old, too wacky, too wild, to pick up a 
book and read to a child’.”
The day also proved to be memorable 
for Kassi Gorman (8S) and George 
Jackson (7A), who won the World 
Book Day Bingo.
The dabbing duo got to celebrate 
Easter early, being as they both re-
ceived Easter eggs.
Librarian, Ms Summerfi eld, added: 
“We not only wanted to celebrate World 
Book Day, but also encourage students 
who may not normally come into the 
Library to have a look around.”


