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News in brief
Welcome back, we start with Year 5 
Ursuline pupils having Science tran-
sition during P2 in L19 today. Year 6 
have theirs on Friday, also during P2. 
Drama exams take place on Tuesday 
and Friday, Ash Wednesday services 
take place this week for all year groups 
and there is a theatre trip and work-
shop to Manchester Royal Exchange 
on Thursday to see Wuthering Heights. 

Year 9 get hard-hitting 
lesson in human rights
Students in Year 9 had lessons in 
human rights recently, as they 
learnt about people who have been 
wrongly imprisoned.
The students heard about a number of 
case studies that has seen people sent 
to prison, tortured and faced with in-
credible suffering, often just because 
of their beliefs.
As part of the lesson, the students 
were asked to think about people like 
Sarah Mardini and Sean Binder, who 
spent 100 days in a Greek prison for 
trying to save someone’s life.
The students discovered that, in 
Greece, you can go to prison for 
trying to save a life. Sarah and Sean 
were volunteers for a search and res-
cue organisation and their job was to 
help spot boats in distress at sea and 
help save refugees.
The pair ended up behind bars, 
charged with spying, people smug-
gling and belonging to a criminal or-
ganisation.
After serving 100 days in prison, they 
were released on bail but, if found guilty, 
could face 25 years in prison.
Theirs was not the only horrifi c miscar-
riage of justice the Year 9s learned about.
Yiliyasijiang Reheman and his pregnant 
wife, Mairinisha Abuduaini were study-
ing at a university in Egypt when he went 
missing in July 2017.
He was one of about 200 Uyghur people 
rounded up by the Egyptian government 
at the behest of the Chinese authorities.
His wife, Mairinisha, who three weeks 
later gave birth to their second child, has 
since discovered that Yiliyasijiang had 
been sent back to the Xinjlang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region in north west China.
She believes he is among the estimat-
ed one million, mainly Muslim, peo-

ple locked up in secretive ‘transforma-
tion-through-education’ camps.
Those sent to such camps are not put on 
trial, have no access to a lawyer, or the 
right to challenge the decision. They may 
face torture and other ill treatment.
On hearing of cases such as these, and 
with the help of Amnesty International, 
the students set about writing messages 
of hope in cards that will be sent to the 
relevant authorities.
They also made protest posters highlight-
ing the injustice people all over the world 
face and the work Amnesty Internation-
al do, both in raising awareness of the 
plights of people like Sarah and Sean and  
Yiliyasijiang and fi ghting for their release 
and long term safety.
The hard-hitting lesson certainly left 

a lasting impression on Year 9, as 
Georgina Mathieu (9H) commented 
on. She said: “We sent letters to those 
who have been wrongly imprisoned 
to give them the gift of hope.
“Organisations such as Amnesty In-
ternational are trying to achieve this 
because it is important to know that 
someone is looking out for you.”
This message was echoed by Kaveesha 
Fernando (9T), who said: “We sent out 
letters to prisoners who have been jailed 
unfairly, or without a fair trial.
“We did this to keep them encour-
aged, to give them hope and so that 
they know there are still people who 
remember them and will help them 
gain justice.”
Head of RE, Mr Moorhead, was de-
lighted with the response he got from 
Year 9 and the maturity they showed 
when dealing with such a sensitive 
topic. He said: “The positive response 
from the students and staff was very 
encouraging.
“Human rights need to be protected, 

especially in a toxic world of racism.”
Jake McNeight (9T) and Maria Neves 
(9H) are pictured with some of the pro-
test posters produced by themselves 
and their classmates. 
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Jeepers creepers Abbie and 
Ellie are a couple of ‘Leapers’
On Saturday, two of our students 
will celebrate their birthdays for 
only the third and fourth times on 
the actual day.
For Ellie Flusk (pictured far right, 
7A) and Abbie McNamara (11C) are 
Leapers. That is, those special people 
who were born 
in a Leap Year 
on February 
29, and get to 
celebrate their 
birthday on the 
actual day once 
every four years.
For those of you with good memories, 
you may recall that Heartbeat was on 
hand in 2016 to wish Abbie a happy 
12th birthday (pictured, inset) on the 
actual day.
Once again, we congratulate Abbie 
and, this year, we also wish her fellow 

Leaper, Ellie, many happy returns too. 
Understandably, both girls were look-
ing  forward to celebrating their special 
day with their friends and families. Ellie 
said: “I normally have my birthday the 
day before, on February 28, so it will 
be nice to celebrate it on the actual day. 

It does feel special and 
I do get a little buzz 
out of it. I am looking 
forward to it, we are 
going for a big family 
meal.”
Whilst Abbie added: 
“Usually, I have mine 

the day after, March 1, so it will be nice 
celebrating it on the actual day this year 
and on a Saturday too. I am going out 
with my friends and having a sleepover, 
which I’m looking forward to.”
We wish both girls very happy birth-
days and, Ellie, we’ll see you in 2024.

Students tell tall stories 
ahead of World Book Day 
Students at Lower Site were encouraged to 
make things up and tell tales recently, writes 
Library Assistant Ms Summerfi eld.
However, this was not about behaviour but 
more about books, as our would be word-
smiths were asked to make up short stories.
Our young authors could choose from a se-
lection of ‘Story Openers’, using random 
words to include in their story, and ‘Story 
Dice’, to give them ideas. 
They were then encouraged to work in small 
groups to share their ideas. 

Displayed
All the stories were written with large mul-
ti-coloured pencils, together with cardboard 
stencils, and are being displayed on one of 
the notice boards in the Lower Site Library. 
The 22 who took part enjoyed it and pro-
duced a variety of mad, colourful stories. 
Next up for our literary-minded students 
(and staff) is World Book Day, which takes 
place on Thursday, March 5. Last year’s  
event saw staff dress up as characters (pic-
tured) from some of their favourite books.


