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Last month, 75 highly excited students 
and nine even more excited staff set off 
by coach on a 1,000 miles trip across Eu-
rope to the village of Altenmarkt, Aus-
tria. 
Some 27 hours later, after having crossed 
the English Channel by ferry and trav-
elled through France, Southern Germany 
and Austria, we arrived at our hotel, the 
Ennshof. 
After quickly unpacking both coaches, 
we set off to the village of Radstadt to 
complete our Ski Fit (that’s sorting out 
our Skis, Ski Boots, Poles and Helmets 
to you and me) before demolishing our 
evening meal and collapsing into bed af-

ter a pretty exhausting journey.
 After a good night’s sleep, we were up at 
6.45am so we could shower and change 
in time for breakfast at 7.30am. 
After a hearty meal, it was time to pre-
pare packed lunches that would be eaten 
on the ski slopes each day. 
After listening to our instructions for the 
day, we boarded our coaches and set off 
for the nearby slopes of Flachauwinkel. 
Here, we were met by our Instructors 
and Leaders, Marc and Berni, from the 
Eben Ski School. 
We were put into groups, with Marc and 
Berni leading those students with previ-
ous experience. They went straight to the 

top of the mountain via a chair lift. 
The remaining absolute beginners stayed 
in their groups on the gentle nursery 
slopes and soon the fun and laughter that 
can only be experienced by spending 
your fi rst time on skis on real snow was 
very much in evidence. 
Skiing on one ski only was very much 
in evidence for the 1st 30 minutes or so. 
Then it was time to get both skis on and 
learn basic turns and stopping techniques
After a fun-packed fi rst day with lots of 
slipping and sliding and plenty of spec-
tacular falls, we headed back to the hotel 
for our evening meal. 
This was followed by night time activi-
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ties that saw Coach A head off to the vil-
lage of Schladming for an evening of In-
door Bowls, Austrian Style, whilst Coach 
B remained in the hotel to take part in a 
quiz, organised by Miss Redhead. This 
was followed by fun and games in the 
Sports Hall, led by Mrs Hewlett.
Day 2 saw us setting off for the ski slopes 
of Eben. One of the main aims of the day 
was to get everybody in our group to the 
top of a nursery slope by using a button 
lift. 
This is usually the scene of much hilarity 
and Mr Summerfi eld was ready with the 
video camera to try and catch those of us 
who couldn’t quite manage the co-ordina-
tion required and ended up on the fl oor in 
a cloud of snow. 
Ski Instructor Ella and her group were 
joined by Mr Burke and Mrs Hewlett in 
order to gain some extra 1:1 tuition and 
before long they, too, were successfully 
managing to turn and stop. These 2 skills 
are vital before venturing onto a full ski 

slope at the top of a mountain.
After returning to the Ennshof to shower, 
change and replenish our energy with our 
evening meal, we were soon preparing 
for our next night-time activity. This was 
a repeat of the night before except both 
Coaches switched venues.
Day 3 saw us travelling to the magnif-
icent World Cup Ski resort of Zauchen-
see – home of Austrian superstar Michael 
Walchhofer. 
Fortunately, the weather conditions were 
ideal and there were many gasps of 
amazement when our students realised 
how spectacular this particular ski area is. 
Austria wanted to use it as the base for the 
Winter Olympics of 2014 before they lost 
out to Sochi in Russia. 
Those students who were not quite yet up 
to the task were given plenty more of ad-
ditional 1:1 tuition on the button lift and 
long nursery slope. 
By the end of the day most of us were 
now beginning to feel like real skiers as 

the excellent advice and coaching from 
our instructors was suddenly beginning to 
make sense. 
The faces on our students as they stepped 
off the chair-lift for the very fi rst time at 
the top of a mountain and realised they 
were higher than the clouds in the valley 
and the aeroplanes heading for Salzburg 
airport were an absolute joy to behold. 
Even more impressive was their fantastic 
skiing ability in getting all the way back 
down the mountain in one piece. Blue 10 
ski slope will live long in the memory for 
many of our students.
That evening, our coaches took us on the 
short drive for one of the highlights of the 
week, Tubing. This involves dragging a 
large infl atable ‘doughnut’ up a hill and 
then sliding back down on it to the bot-
tom. 
With there being so much deep powder 
snow there was much hysterical laugh-
ter soon in evidence as our children 
threw themselves down without a care 
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in the world before suddenly coming to 
an abrupt halt in the snow drifts. It was 
absolutely fantastic fun but also very tir-
ing. We then returned to the hotel for our 
evening meal before getting a nice early 
night. 
On Day 4, we awoke to yet another ‘blue-
bird day’, as we prepared to travel to the 
resort of Forstau. 
Compared to Zauchensee, Forstau is quite 
an old resort in terms of chair lifts. How-
ever, its lovely long and wide Blue runs 
are absolutely perfect for our group and 
many students told us this was their most 
enjoyable day of skiing. Confi dence was 
high amongst our beginners now and their 
progress was highly impressive.
After returning from Forstau and having 
had our evening meal, we all went for a 
walk to the brand new Therme Amade 
swimming complex. 
Complete with lots of different pools, 
wave machines, diving boards and slides 
– one of which is a 360 degrees loop-the-
loop, this is one of Austria’s top leisure 

centres. 
It even has an outside pool which only the 
bravest tend to swim in as night-time tem-
peratures can be as low as -20 degrees. 
This year, we were also treated to an in-
door laser show, the likes of which you 
would normally only see at a top rock or 
pop concert. Mr Summerfi eld couldn’t re-
sist going back to his youth and was soon 
showing of some of his impressive dance 
moves.
Day 5 gave us all the opportunity to put 
all that we had learned during the week to 
the test by taking part in one of the most 
eagerly anticipated events of the week, 
Race Day. 
As we warmed up, our ski instructors 
were busy setting up the red and blue 
poles that would form our slalom race. 
Complete with an electronic start gate 
and state of the art timing mechanisms, it 
wasn’t long before our groups were tak-
ing part in a highly competitive race to see 
who could complete the course – without 
falling – in the fastest time possible. 

Considering just four days earlier, the 
majority of us were absolute novice ski-
ers, there really were some incredible 
and highly skilful performances on show 
with bronze, silver and gold medals up for 
grabs for each group.

When we got back to our hotel, it was 
time to start preparing for our journey 
home. Following our evening meal, our 
ski instructors came to our hotel to take 
part in our Presentation Evening. 
Here, each group found out the results 
of their race and medals and certifi cates 
were handed out accordingly. 
To show our appreciation of the fantastic 
work they had done with us all week, we 
ensured each instructor received a gener-
ous tip from their group. We also got the 
chance to take a look at the outstanding 
video footage we had of our week that 
had been superbly put together and edited 
by Robin Summerfi eld. 
Robin had been taking care of our Ski Trip 
Blog to keep all our families back home 
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up to date with all we had been up to.
Day 6 – our fi nal day on the slopes – and 
we found ourselves at the resort of Rad-
stadt. The weather had taken a slight turn 
for the worse and we found ourselves ski-
ing in snowfall. Thankfully, by now, every 
group was able to take the eight person 
gondola to the top of the mountain and, 
before long, we were zooming back down 
in very snowy conditions with much pow-
der snow on the pistes.  
One or two brave souls chose to seek out 
the moguls that were forming and great 
fun was had as they shot into the air and 
then landed without falling. Others fol-
lowed their ski instructors to the very 
edges of the pistes were little tracks and 
ridges had formed and attempted to ski 
over them whilst maintaining control of 
their skis. 
A couple of our groups wandered into the 
fun park on Blue 5 run and were taking 
on small jumps as well as skiing through 
mini half-pipes and specially formed tun-
nels.

Fantastic
As we fi nished our fi nal session it was 
soon time to say our good-byes to Marc 
and Berni and their fantastic team of in-
structors before returning all of our ski 
equipment to the hire shop. Then, after 
returning to the Ennshof to shower and 
change ready for our journey home, we 
were soon tucking into our fi nal meal be-
fore it was time to load up our coaches and 
prepare for our journey back to Crosby. 
After a trouble free journey through Aus-
tria, Germany, Luxembourg, Belgium and 
France we were soon at the Port of Calais 
and boarding our return ferry to Dover. 
Thankfully, there were no traffi c prob-
lems on our way back to Crosby and we 
arrived back at Upper Site at 8.30pm to be 
welcomed back by our families. 
For the 36th consecutive year, Sacred 
Heart had managed to provide yet anoth-
er highly successful trip to the Ski Slopes 
of Europe and it goes without saying that, 
for both students and staff alike, memo-
ries were created that will last a lifetime.
Ski blog available at; www.shccski.co.uk

News in brief
There is a trip to the Liverpool 
Empire on Wednesday afternoon 
to see Wicked. Also on Wednesday, 
from 5pm, is a Y10 Drama trip to 
the Playhouse. Year 7 Consultation 
Evening takes place from 4.30pm 
in the Lower Site Hall on Thursday 
and, on Friday, the BBC School 
Report day takes place.


