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A group of Year 9 students had an out 
of this world time last month studying 
the science behind the Mersey Gateway 
Bridge and our Solar System.  
The event, held in the Central Teaching 
Laboratories at the University of Liver-
pool, was a master class aimed at getting 
students to think about potential careers 
in STEM (Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Maths) subjects, and how 
they impact our day-to-day lives.   
Accompanying the Year 9s was Science 
teacher, Mr McGiveron, who explains 
more about the activities. He said: “The 
fi rst activity was sitting inside an infl ata-
ble planetarium.  
“The speaker was a PhD student from the 
University, who gave the students a whis-
tle-stop tour through our Solar System 
and further afi eld.

“The second activity was to model how 
the new Mersey Gateway Bridge was 
constructed. The students used their 
maths skills to work out exactly how 
much Plaster of Paris was required to fi ll 
a mould.
“Once created, the students added it to 
a model of the new bridge, before ex-
ploring how these skills and new tech-
nologies, such as 3D printing, are vital 
to engineers.
“The fi nal task was to work in the chem-
istry lab, learning about how moisturisers 
are created and the chemistry behind it, 
before making their own from scratch.
“The students had a great time and the 
day increased their understanding of 
the importance of science in creating 
everything from beauty products to huge 
constructions. It was a successful trip.”
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Lower Site students go 
the extra mile for charity

News in brief
Year 10 Information takes place at 
6pm in St Edward Hall today. 
Year 10 Consultation Evening is at 
4.30pm on Thursday in the LS Hall. 
There is a 6th Form Netball Tourna-
ment at LS on Wednesday afternoon. 
Please note, this Friday, the College 
day will start at 8.55am.

Our Year 7 & 8 students looked to 
burn off some of their Christmas 
excesses recently by donning their run-
ning shoes to run a mile for charity.
Year 7, during Period 3, and Year 8, 
during Period 4, took to the streets as 
they ran round the Lower Site con-
course twice.
The distance, which was carefully 
measured out by Director of Lower 
School, Mrs Campbell, added up to 
exactly one mile.
The event was for a good cause with all 
money raised going to the Jospice.
Mrs Campbell was delighted with the 
efforts of the students. She said: “The 
students did really well, recording 
some excellent times and it was all for 
a good cause too. Well done everyone” 


