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For a new school year

Back in July, our students took

time out of the classroom to enjoy

the annual end of year Sportsday.

Our pictures show, our young Year

7 & 8 athletes racing, hopping, and

jumping into action as they took

part in numerous track and field

events.

PE’s Mrs Hewlett said: “The two

days were great fun, enjoyed by

staff, students and onlooking par-

ents.”

News in brief
Welcome back to the first day of a

new school year and a particu-

larly warm welcome to our new

students in Year 7. We hope you

enjoy your journey at Sacred Heart.
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Our students welcomed Actor and Director

David Morrissey to the College in July for

a talk about his life and career. 

Well known for his roles in the BBC’s The

Missing and American Drama The Walk-

ing Dead, amongst many others, Morrissey

returned to Liverpool where he was born

and where his acting career started at

Everyman’s Youth Theatre in the city.

During his talk, David discussed his own

upbringing, encouraging the students to

aim high and highlighted the fact that back-

ground should not be a barrier to success. 

David also showcased the variety of skills

and attributes that acting can provide in a

wider context for students, regardless of

the career path they wish to follow, and an-

swered lots of questions.

David visited the College as part of the

Speakers for Schools initiative, which is

celebrating its fifth anniversary by launch-

ing its ‘Bridging the Gap’ talk series. 

The series brings together leading figures

in public life from diverse backgrounds to

deliver individual talks in state schools and

colleges throughout the country. 

The campaign talks will reach an estimated

4,500 students, with the objective of broad-

ening their horizons by allowing them to

hear directly from key figures currently

shaping the UK.

Speakers for Schools is the national edu-

cation charity dedicated to inspiring and

empowering state school students to reach

their full potential.

Fantastic

Speaking on the day of the visit, Mr Walker

said: “It is fantastic to welcome David to

the school today. We have many students

who were keen to hear from an actor with

such a vast wealth of knowledge and expe-

rience. 

“His talk today and his ability to connect

with our students have made this a very

memorable occasion.” 

“We are tremendously grateful that he has

given up his time to visit us and we ap-

plaud the efforts of Speakers for Schools,

who realise the importance of bringing first

rate guest speakers into schools.

“Speakers for Schools and people like

David are helping to promote aspiration

and achievement in the state school sec-

tor.”

David said: “It was an absolute pleasure to

visit Sacred Heart. I always enjoy my

events with Speakers for Schools. I have

always felt it is important for children from

lots of differing backgrounds to see and

meet people who grew up in similar cir-

cumstances to them and who have gone on

to be successful in their chosen careers. 

“To be able to share my insights with the

students is always a great pleasure.”

Robert Peston, Political Editor for ITV, and

Founder of Speakers for Schools, said:

“Today’s generation of state school pupils

are as talented as ever. 

“If you have spoken to them, you know

there isn’t any lack of ability, but many

lack the confidence and connections to

help them reach their potential. 

“At Speakers for Schools we are deter-

mined to help as many young people as

possible achieve their ambitions and their

dreams, by helping them tap into the net-

works that more privileged students take

for granted.”

Actor David Morrissey

urges students to aim high


