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Heartbeat

News in brief
Performance Examinations con-

tinue in GB2 today and conclude on

Thursday. There are Art Examina-

tions taking place tomorrow and

Wednesday in F26. On Wednesday

evening, there is a trip to the Play-

house to see Pygmalion. Year 9

Consultation Evening takes place at

4.30pm at Lower Site on Thursday

and the Rich Man Poor Lunch

event is on Friday.

Students at Upper Site were given the op-

portunity to think about their futures last

week as the College held its second Ca-

reers Fair.

Following the success of last year’s inau-

gural event, staff and students were keen

to see what the 2017 version had to offer.

The event saw representatives from nu-

merous businesses and organisations at-

tend to advise students from Years 9 right

through to Sixth Form about their options,

as they look to complete their school edu-

cation and look to life beyond Sacred

Heart. 

Representatives from universities John

Moores and Edge Hill were joined by

guests from the Armed Forces, construc-

tion industry and sporting academies.

Overseeing the event was Mr Gardiner

and he outlined his hopes for the students.

He said: “It is hoped the Careers Fair has

allowed Year 9 and 10 students to think

about their GCSE options, whilst giving

Year 11s a chance to consider where they

will be studying or working after their

exams. 

“The event will also give our Sixth Form-

ers a snapshot of what options are avail-

able to them once they complete their A

Level studies.” 

Mr Gardiner was also impressed both with

the mature way in which the students con-

ducted themselves during the event and

with the way they interacted with our

guests for the day.

Mr Gardiner added: “Our students asked

the organisation representatives plenty of

questions and our visitors commented on

how impressed they were, both with those

questions and with the students’ commit-

ment to working out what they want to do

in the future.”

Students look to the 

future at Careers Fair



Conor Donnelly swapped Sacred Heart for

Sefton Council recently as he oversaw the

running of one of the most important jobs

in the borough.

Conor (11E) became Sefton Council’s Head

of Communities for a day as part of Eng-

land’s Takeover Challenge.

The role, usually held by Andrea Watts, saw

Conor deal with a diverse array of activities

that involved everything from bin collec-

tions to meetings about young offenders.

It was certainly an eye-opener for the Year

11 student, who is also a member of the UK

Youth Parliament, which initiated his in-

volvement in this project.

Conor said: “It was really interesting. I was

very surprised at just how much Andrea is

responsible for and the difference of things

she deals with. These included queries on

bins, young offenders, library provisions

and refugees.

“One of the meetings I was involved with

was with the Head of Libraries in Sefton.

We looked at ways we could improve the

service there. One of the suggestions was

looking at ways of improving the selection

of books aimed at teenagers.”

Debate

Conor also met with representatives from

the SELFIE project (Sefton Education for

Life programme For Individual Empower-

ment). The project has been set up by young

people using youth-led funding. 

The aim is to involve young people in dis-

cussion and debate in relation to political is-

sues. This means they can explore their

values, attitudes and beliefs regarding issues

that are important to them. It gives them the

confidence and skills to identify how society

functions and how they can help shape serv-

ices and contribute to change. 

Conor added: I have always had strong

opinions and I am looking to run as a Mem-

ber for Youth Parliament (MYP) and am just

waiting to hear when I can start the election

campaign process.”   

Anne Longfield, Children’s Commissioner

for England, said: “Takeover Challenge

goes from strength to strength every year,

with tens of thousands of children across

England now taking part. I am enormously

grateful to organisations and individuals

who embrace the challenge and throw open

their doors to involve young people.

“Young people are full of fresh ideas, imag-

ination and energy so they can really pro-

vide a fresh perspective that organisations

can benefit from. Giving children and young

people a chance to do adult roles for the day

helps organisations understand the needs of

children, who also use the experience to

show off their talents and achieve their full

potential.”

Takeover Challenge is a country-wide event

run by the Children’s Commissioner for

England, which gives children the opportu-

nity to step in the shoes of adults at work.

The Challenge has grown year-on-year with

more than 45,000 children from all over the

country taking part in 2016. 

Organisations and individuals who get in-

volved include major broadcasters, govern-

ment departments, a West End theatre and

MPs.
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Conor lands top Sefton

job in Takeover Challenge

Last Week marked a significant time

in the Church calendar; with Ash

Wednesday being the start of Lent,

writes RE’s Miss Clarke.
Lent lasts for 40 days until Easter

Sunday, the day Christians the res-

urrection of Jesus. 

During Lent, Christians prepare to

celebrate this Good News.

On Wednesday (March 1), all

members of the College community

received ashes during special serv-

ices. The ashes are the burnt re-

mains

of the palm leaves that Christians

waved on Palm Sunday last year and

were given by our Sixth Form Eu-

charistic Ministers who traced

Crosses on the foreheads of the stu-

dents and staff.

Lent is a time of prayer, helping oth-

ers and making sacrifices. As part of

our Lenten promise, this half term,

we will be supporting the work of

Cafod with special Form

prayers, assemblies, our annual

Rich Man, Poor Man meal and a

slummy money collection.

Ashes service marks start of Lent


