
Back in July, some of our then Year 11

students were lucky enough to spend

four days in the wonderful city of Rome.

Our intrepid travellers set off from Sa-

cred Heart in the early hours of July 5 for

a 7.15am flight from Manchester.

Nine hours later they arrived at their

hotel before embarking on a guided

walking tour of Rome, where they took

in the world famous Pantheon.

This was followed by a trip to Piazza

Navona before a well-earned evening

meal and some much needed rest.

After breakfast the following morning,

the party set off for a morning exploring

the Catacombs, before visiting Ancient

Rome after lunch, complete with a trip to

the Colosseum.

On Thursday, students got to visit Castel

Sant’Angelo, the fortress that once pro-

tected the Pope.

However, no trip to Rome would be

complete without going to the Vatican,

where the students got to see the mag-

nificent Sistine Chapel.

All too quickly, Friday had arrived and,

following breakfast at 7.30am, our staff

and students began the return journey

home.

The party arrived back at the College for

2pm, full of exciting tales and great

memories, as Elliott Knifton explains:

“The best part of the trip for me was see-

ing the Colosseum, as it is a piece of his-

tory. It offers a glimpse into how ancient

Roman society worked.”

For Ciarra-Lea Phillips, it was the Cata-

combs that caught her imagination:

“Seeing the Catacombs, the underground

network of caves, was a very intersting

experience, as it allowed us to under-

stand what the early Christians faced.”

Such was the quality of the trip, every-

one had their own highlights. 

For Niamh Ashton, it was the Sistene

Chapel: “The Sistine Chapel really took

my breath away. The artwork was so

amazing and I now understand why it re-

mains one of the most iconic treasures of

the Catholic World.”

Daniel Wright echoed all those senti-

ments by explaining just what the trip

meant to him. He said: “I was so pleased

to be part of such a pioneering trip. 

“I would like to thank the teachers for

taking me and making it a wonderful ex-

perience.”

Among the teachers who accompanied

the students was Head of RE, Mr Moor-

head, he said: “Rome was more than we

dreamed it would be. It was a fabulous

experience.

“The students’ behaviour was excellent

and they were a genuine pleasure to be

with. 

“My thanks also goes to Mr Sayer and

Miss Lavery for all their support and

hard work.” 

As the new academic year gets into full
swing, Heartbeat takes a step back to
catch up with some events that took
place over the summer months.
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Heartbeat
Students roam Ancient

Rome on ‘pioneering’ trip

News in brief
Welcome back to the first Heartbeat

of the 2016/17 academic year. 

Starting tomorrow, and continuing

until Friday, our Year 13 students

will be taking part in the National

Open College Network (NOCN)

course. There is a Mass for Year 7 in

the Lower Site Hall on Friday.



June and July proved to be a busy time for

our science students as they took part in no

fewer than four special events.

Our Year 9s got the ball rolling in June with

a trip to the Arena & Convention Centre

(ACC) in Liverpool for a Science, Technol-

ogy, Engineering & Mathematics (STEM)

event.

Science’s Mrs Harper, who accompanied

the students, said: “Following a short but

humorous lecture about the benefits and im-

portance of Radiological Science, our stu-

dents were given the opportunity to take part

in interactive exhibits. These included 4D

Scanning, state-of-the scanners, radioactiv-

ity and x-rays.

“It was a really enjoyable and exciting ex-

perience. The students learned lots to help

them in GCSE Science as well providing

them with plenty of information regarding

future careers.”

Not to be outdone, our Year 10s visited the

ACC in July for the Big Bang Fair.

Whilst there, the students got to view and

experience exhibits from local, national and

international scientists that offered a fasci-

nating insight into a wide range of scientific

and engineering careers.

Highlights of the day saw students use 3D

printers, race against a virtual Usain Bolt

and make jewellery that contained students’

own DNA.

The following week, students from Years 7-

9 took part in the hugely successful Health

Day.

Split into four sessions, our young scientists

learned about hygiene and personal groom-

ing as well as First Aid from St John’s Am-

bulance staff.

Students also worked up an appetite with

the physical activity session that included

Zumba workouts, boxing and handball.

This ensured they were ready for their

lunch, which was just what the doctor or-

dered, being as it was all part of the healthy

diet session, which encouraged the students

into greater awareness of the benefits of

healthy eating, before finishing off with

them making a bowl of muesli.

Rounding off the activities, our Year 7s and

8s also took part in a STEM event.

Sponsored by Shell and facilitated by the

Smallpiece Trust, our young boffins made

solar powered cars before racing them. 

The event helped the students learn a little

about how engineers are important in design

and construction.

Mrs Harper added: “The four events were a

great success that were enjoyed by staff and

students alike.”
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Science’s summer special


