
Our students have been sharpening up their

news sense recently as they have become re-

porters for the BBC

As part of the television organisation’s Re-

port Day, 11 of our Year 9 students donned

their press passes, split in to two groups and

set about finding stories to report on ahead

of putting video packages together.

The students then had to research, discuss,

film and edit their news report, with each

member of the group given a specific role.  

And, just like actual BBC news coverage,

the stories focussed on both na-

tional issues, such as the EU Refer-

endum, lowering the voting age

and changes to the GCSE examina-

tion system, to more local issues

within the College, which included

a charity football match between

students and staff and other Cafod

fundraising activities such as a

‘slummy money’ collection and

coin lining up events.

As with real journalism, the stu-

dents were working to a deadline,

for them it was 2.30pm on March

10.

So, with the stories decided on and scripted,

interviews sorted and filming complete, it

was then in to the video editing suite to put

their two video packages together.

Both groups successfully put their seven

minute packages together ahead of deadline

and uploaded them to the BBC’s special Re-

port Day section.

Among the staff overseeing the event was

Mr Gardiner and he was delighted with both

the mature way the students approached the

task and the subsequent results.

He said: “The students were fantastic

throughout. They have worked really hard

and I think that shows with the quality of the

videos both groups produced. 

“They should rightly be very proud of their

achievements and I would like to say well

done to all of them for the very mature way

they worked throughout the whole process.”

Both videos, along with a blog of events

leading up to the production of both pack-

ages, can be viewed on the College website

(address below).
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News in brief
Starting today, the Gym & Dance

display takes place over the next

three days. There is a Drama Night

from 6.30pm today. Tomorrow

morning, there are Speaking Tests

in Conference Room 2 and, on

Thursday, there is PE Moderation.

The College is closed for Good Fri-

day and Easter Monday, so enjoy

the long weekend.  

Holocaust trip will live

long in the memory
The annual trip to Prague took
place last month. Our Head of
History, Mrs Garner, wrote the
following report.
At 6am on February 12, 39 stu-

dents and six staff set off on our

annual quest to learn more about

the history of the mid 20th Cen-

tury.

The trip also provided an oppor-

tunity to pay our respects to the

millions who lost their lives to

persecution, as well as to learn

about the cultures of Central and

Eastern Europe. 

We arrived at our hotel in

Prague at 10am the following

day. 

On our first afternoon, we took a

tram to Prague Castle and then

went on a walking tour, which

took us across the

Charles Bridge and

into the Old Town

square. 

After some free time for shop-

ping, we took a tram back to the

hotel from Wenceslas Square for

some much-needed rest before

tea at the Hard Rock Café. 

The next morning, we visited

Josefov, the Jewish quarter of

Prague, which was preserved by

the Nazis to be a museum to an

extinct race. 

continued on p2
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We then visited three synagogues to

learn more about Jewish beliefs and

culture. The most thought provoking of

these was the synagogue with the

names of more than 70,000 murdered

Czech Jews, which helped us appreci-

ate the scale of the atrocity. 

After lunch, in the border town of Lito-

merice, we visited the concentration

camp of Terezin, which was mainly

used for political prisoners and was

where thousands died due to the ap-

palling conditions. 

The huge cross and Star of David in

the memorial cemetery brought home

the fact that Nazi persecution was di-

rected at many different groups. 

For our last night out in Prague, we

went to a bowling ally to let off some

steam after an emotionally challenging

day.

The next day, we travelled to Poland,

arriving at our hotel in Krakow at

about 5pm. 

After dinner in a local restaurant, we

were forced to cancel our walk to the

old town square due to heavy rain and

instead returned to the hotel for some

free time in the games room.

The following morning we visited the

concentration and death camp of

Auschwitz-Birkenau. Many in the

group were overwhelmed by the moun-

tains of human hair, shoes, suitcases,

glasses and other personal belongings

on display in Auschwitz 1. Every item

representing a real person who had

been murdered, many of them chil-

dren. We also visited the punishment

cells where Maximilian Kolbe, amongst

many others, lost his life. The cold

weather brought home to many of us

how difficult it would have been for

prisoners to survive in only pyjamas

and clogs. 

We finished our tour by holding a cere-

mony of remembrance at the Birkenau

memorial. We had all been given a

photograph of a victim or survivor of

Auschwitz and some personal informa-

tion about this person to focus on dur-

ing our tour. 

Mrs Reid had asked us to imagine they

were walking at our side. We focused

on our holocaust victims during our

ceremony. We laid five candles in the

shape of a cross as well as a red rose.

Rachael Owen-Setty (12E) read a

prayer written by a victim and sur-

vivor of Nazi persecution and then we

said the Eternal Rest. 

After some quiet time for reflection

about how the things we had seen

could change our daily lives, we em-

barked on our journey to Wroclaw, ar-

riving at our hotel in the late

afternoon. 

After dinner in the hotel, we had a

disco in the function suite and everyone

had a brilliant time, with almost every-

one on the dance floor (teachers in-

cluded). The next day, we travelled to

Germany and arrived in Berlin mid-af-

ternoon. After checking in to our hotel,

we had some much-needed shopping

therapy before visiting the Hard Rock

Café for tea. We then went bowling

again and a fine time was had by all.

The next morning, we had a guided

tour of Berlin visiting the Reichstag,

the Unter Den Linden and spending a

fortune in the famous chocolate shop. 

We also stopped off at both the Resist-

ance Memorial Centre and the Holo-

caust Memorial where, as always, our

students were extremely respectful. 

After free time for shopping in Berlin,

we visited the House of the Wannsee

Conference, where top Nazis and in-

dustrialists met in 1942 to discuss the

logistics of murdering Europe’s

11,000,000 Jews. 

continued on p4
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We also had some free time in the town of Potsdam. Our last night in Berlin was

spent at a restaurant close to the Brandenburg Gate and we took some time be-

fore dinner to visit the memorial to those who voted against Hitler’s suspension of

democracy in 1933 (most of whom died in concentration camps) and also to the

memorial to those who lost their lives trying to escape across the wall. 

Also, to symbolise our own cherished freedom, we walked through the Branden-

burg Gate, which had formerly been situated in no man’s land at the time of the

wall.  

On our final morning, we took the train to the Checkpoint Charlie Museum,

which is all about the escape attempts across the Berlin Wall. A great deal of bar-

tering was done to buy hats and other memorabilia from the street sellers, before

we got the train to Zoo Centre for Lunch and free time. 

In the afternoon, we visited Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp, where thou-

sands of German political prisoners were incarcerated in the 1930s, followed by

prisoners from more than 40 countries during WWII. One such prisoner was Pas-

tor Martin Niemoller who made the following statement which many pupils had

heard before:

In Germany, they first came for the Communists and Socialists and I didn’t speak up
because I wasn’t a Communist or a Socialist.
Then they came for the Trade Unionists and I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a
Trade Unionist.  
Then they came for the Jews and I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a Jew.
Then they came for the Catholics and I didn’t speak up because I was a Protestant.
Then they came for me – and by that time there was no one left to speak up.

After spending a night on the coach, we returned to Crosby just after 1.30pm on

Saturday, exhausted but elated. 

The behaviour of our students has been exemplary throughout. They have been a

credit to themselves, their parents, the school and Merseyside. 

The trip has definitely been a life changing experience for many as the following

comments from the students indicate:

I have loved every moment of this trip. I

cannot describe what I have experienced

but it is something that will stay with me

forever. The best thing about this trip was

being with my best friends and making

new friends as well. 

Although I have visited places filled with

grief, tears and torture, it is something

that I will remember. This is a trip I would

recommend and one I will never forget.

Sophie Allerston (10A)
Even though what happened was atro-

cious, I found it interesting to learn about

what happened behind the public eye in

concentration camps. I enjoyed learning

how to think and look at concentration

camps in other ways. I really enjoyed

going to countries I have never been to be-

fore and seeing how they differ.

Rosie Johnson (10R)
This week has made me realise the true

horror of the Holocaust. Berlin was a

large and interesting city with a lot of

history and Prague was a city with bril-

liant architecture. I enjoyed the experi-

ence thoroughly.

Conaill Corner (10D)
Fascinating trip. It was great to see the

best of each country with their own

unique histories and buildings. Prague

was particularly beautiful, especially the

individuality of each building.

Ben Monaghan (10C)
This trip has been an experience I will

never forget. It developed my under-

standing of what happened within con-

centration camps and taught me why it

happened. Aside from the very moving

visits to places filled with pain and tor-

ture, the trip took us on an expedition

through Germany and Prague’s incredi-

ble cities and landmarks. I explored with

people I had only just met; developing

new relationships, which will stay with

me. The journey was very long, however,

that made us appreciate the destination

even more. Amazing adventure.

Cameron Lythgoe (10D)
Beautiful cities, phenomenal tour guides

and life-changing experiences, particu-

larly at the final camp. This was a truly

unforgettable trip.

Helen Fraser (10C)
I have loved every moment of the trip. I

have learned not to take life for granted

because so many people had it snatched

from them. I will never forget this trip.

Peter Wintersgill (10R)
The trip made me think about the Holo-

caust more and it was a very life-chang-

ing experience.

Fraser Gentle (10C)
The visit to Auschwitz Birkenau was the

most powerful part of the trip by far

Matthew Maguire (10H)


