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College went all Dragons Den recently as

our Year 9 students had to try and impress

judges with their business ideas.

The students were split into teams of six

and sent off to their business think tank

areas, that’s  St Edward Hall and the Prep

Hall to you and me, where they were

asked to develop a business idea that could

be used in school.

Coming up with an idea was only part of

the job, though, because, as with all good

businesses, the young entrepreneurs were

also tasked with providing costings, a tar-

get audience and marketing their product.

At the end of the day, the whole year

group met back in St Edward Hall, where

they would showcase their ideas to Drag-

ons, Mrs Hannigan and Mrs Wallis, who

judged each group. 

After careful consideration, the winning

group was an App for a phone that allowed

pupils to log down homework instead of

writing in planners. 

Overseeing the event was History’s Mr

Gardiner, who said: “The students really

embraced the spirit of the day and came

up with some fantastic ideas. All the

groups should be proud of their involve-

ment in making the day such a success.”

The winning team will take their idea to

Yorkshire for the national final, judged by

former Dragons Den star, Theo Paphitis. 

It’s Appy days for Year 9’s  

enterprising entrepreneurs

The week before half term marked a

significant time in the Church calen-

dar; with Ash Wednesday being the

start of Lent, writes RE’s Miss Clarke. 
Lent lasts for 46 days until Easter

Sunday, the day Christianity cele-

brates the resurrection of Jesus. In

Lent, Christians prepare to celebrate

this Good News.

On the Wednesday (February 10), all

members of the College community

received ashes during special serv-

ices. The ashes are the burnt remains

of the palm leaves that Christians

waved on Palm Sunday last year and

were given by our Sixth Form Eu-

charistic Ministers. The Minister

said, ‘Repent and believe the Good

News’, before tracing a Cross on the

person’s forehead (pictured). 

Lent is a time of prayer, helping oth-

ers and sacrifices. 

As part of our Lenten promise, this

half term, we will be supporting the

work of Cafod with special Form

prayers, assemblies, our annual Rich

Man, Poor Man meal and a slummy

money collection.

Ashes service marks start of Lent
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Kate was not the only one who shows it’s

good to talk, as four of our Sixth Formers

battled it out to find the best speaker in Year

12.

The winner was Sophie Robertson, who will

now represent the College at next month’s

Catenians’ Public Speaking Competition.

That event will be held at Archbishop Beck

College, and Sophie (12D) will be compet-

ing against students from throughout the

north west.

To get through to that event, Sophie first had

to go head-to-head with three other Year 12

students and do so in front of the toughest

audience imaginable - her peers.

However, all four students handled the oc-

casion with aplomb, as English teacher Mrs

Weekes explains: “All the students spoke

with poise and enthusiasm on a variety of

topics; from Becky Kerrigan’s enlightened

and emphatic tour-de-force on, ‘What we

should be taught at school,’ Sophie’s anec-

dotal and emotive plea for more funding for

research into Alzheimer’s and Kate Carey’s

impassioned call for better animal welfare

with regard to the leather industry. Finally,

Kate Temple (12C) gave a perceptive, intel-

ligent and well-balanced summary of the

current European debate. 

“The speeches were well received by an in-

tent and respectful Sixth Form audience.”

After much deliberation, a judging panel

consisting of Head of English, Mr Halton,

Head of Drama, Ms Walsh and Mrs Weekes

judged Sophie to be the winner.

Mrs Weekes added: “Best of luck to Sophie,

as she goes forward to represent the College

on March 18.
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News in brief
Hello and welcome back. We have

Spanish Speaking Tests from Period 2

tomorrow in Conference Room 2. 

Year 12 Drama Night takes place

from 6.30pm on Wednesday in the

Drama Studio. 

There is an Art Examination (GCSE,

Option B) on Thursday from

12.40pm. Also on Thursday is the

Sixth Form Information Evening.

Poetry in motion as Kate

cruises into speaking semis
Congratulations to Kate Carey who has

reached the semi finals of the Poetry by

Heart competition.

Kate (12A) beat competitors from four

other schools to win at the regional heats of

the poetry recital competition, which were

held at the Bluecoat Chambers earlier this

month.

Among those accompanying Kate was Eng-

lish teacher, Mrs Weekes, who said: “The

morning of the event was really lively and

thought-provoking, with sets from award

winning poet Andrew Macmillan and

Everyman writer and poet Mark Pajak.

“Kate did superbly well and we are all very

proud of her fantastic achievement and wish

her every success in the semi final.”

Those thoughts were echoed by fellow

Sixth Form student and friend, Becky Ker-

rigan (12H), who has supported Kate from

the start. 

Becky said: “It has been brilliant support-

ing Kate through what has been an en-

thralling and pleasant experience. 

“I am so pleased and excited for her and

wish Kate well in the next stage of the com-

petition.”

Kate is delighted with her success and rates

the experience as being among her

favourites. Kate said: “Being in an atmos-

phere among people who were there to hear

poetry was absolutely superb.

“Getting advice from professional poets and

hearing their immersing poetry was one of

my favourite experiences and one that I will

treasure.”

Kate now goes forward to the regional semi

finals, which will be held at Homerton Col-

lege, Cambridge, over the weekend of

March 17-19.

A range of contemporary poets will be

among the judges, these will include former

Poet Laureate, Sir Andrew Motion and

Costa winner, Jean Sprackland.

...and these aren’t too bad at public speaking either


