
Sacred Heart played host to a group of

French students and teachers last month,

writes Head of MFL, Mr Sayer.
Their visit was part of the British leg of

the French Exchange that saw us welcome

15 students from the Sixth Form College,

Lycée Bellevue in Saintes, Western

France. 

This was the fourth annual French Ex-

change and, so successful was it, that some

of our experienced French Exchangers

have heralded it as the best one yet.  

Our guests stayed with some of our Year

11, 12 and 13 students, who had the op-

portunity to boost their studies in French

language and culture. 

This was a fantastic opportunity for stu-

dents to experience a new culture and way

of life, as well as developing their lan-

guage skills. The French students came to

improve their English and, for the Sacred

Heart students, it was a chance to practise

their French with native speakers.  

However, the new friendships forged over

the week are perhaps what many of our

students will remember the most. 

Upon their arrival, the French students

spent a leisurely weekend with their host

families, who enjoyed showing them the

many sights and attractions Liverpool has

to offer.  

During their stay, the French students

spent a day-and-a-half in College, going

to lessons with their English partners.  

They had the opportunity to see at first-

hand what life is like inside a British

school. They saw lessons ranging from

the standard Maths, English and French,

to the not so familiar Art and Textiles. 

Tuesday was spent together in Manches-

ter. We visited the Museum of Science

and Industry, where we learnt about the

history of the Industrial Revolution and

how it has helped the development of

technology over the last two centuries. 

Next on the agenda was a Chinese lunch

in a restaurant in central Manchester. 

This was a fantastic time together to so-

cialise. The day was rounded off with

some retail therapy in Manchester’s main

shopping district.

Wednesday saw a first for the French Ex-

change; a visit to Great Crosby Primary

School.  

The French students were treated as VIPs,

as we spent the day dropping into lots of

different classes and hearing the primary

pupils trying out their French on ‘real

French people’.  
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Mock the week 

Year 10 students took their first tentative

steps into thinking about life after Sacred

Heart last week, as they took part in Mock

Interviews.

Tasked with helping the students were ad-

visors from HMRC who gave the Year 10s

the lowdown on everything from filling in

application forms to interview techniques.

Among those who took part was Hannah

Jasper (10A, pictured with John Gorst

from HMRC), who said: “It has been re-

ally beneficial. They have helped us with

preparing for interviews and filling in ap-

plication forms. The people from HMRC

were really helpful and provided us with

lots of great advice.”

http://twitter.com/sacredhrtcrosby

Exchange views

This year, our annual Christmas PTA

Fayre will be supporting Diabetes UK.

The Fayre takes place on December 17

and includes a Laser Tag arena, a

bucking bronco, food stalls, toy and

chocolate tombolas, a hot chocolate

stall, photo booth, creative room and

lots more. Can you support us in this

exciting event? We are looking for

local businesses, parents and friends to

donate prizes for our raffle. 

These can be toys for our tombola, un-

wanted gifts or anything you think will

help us raise money for Diabetes UK

and our PTA.
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We were also honoured guests at their

whole-school Remembrance Assembly

at 11 o’clock.  

This was an event the French students

had never seen before. It was a very

powerful and moving experience.  The

highlight of the afternoon was a lovely

afternoon tea, laid on in the Main Hall

for the French students and all of Year

6 and the primary pupils were de-

lighted with their French visitors.  

After a very busy but enjoyable week,

the time came all too soon for the

French party to leave. 

At break on the Friday, we waved

them off back to the airport, sorry to

see our new friends go, but looking for-

ward to our visit to France to see them

all again in March.

I liked having my French partner

living in my house and we got on ex-

tremely well all week. This was my

third French Exchange and I would

say it was the best one yet. I cannot

wait until I go to France.

Emily Carroll 13T

My favourite part of the Exchange

was showing my partner around Liv-

erpool and improving my French.

Jane Rowley 13T

I really enjoyed the French Ex-

change and felt it was really benefi-

cial. It has improved my language

skills and allowed me to make new

friends.

Rebecca Stephens 11S

I liked meeting people from another

culture and I enjoyed showing Yann

around Liverpool. I even learnt some

things about Liverpool I did not

know myself

David Smith 13D

It was a great experience taking part

in the French Exchange and it

opened my eyes to a different cul-

ture. Although there were some com-

munication problems at times, it was

fun overcoming them and getting to

know someone from France.

Laura Middleton 12S

Christmas Fayre

News in brief
Y11 Mock Exams continue this week.

There is a Business Studies trip to Liv-

erpool One tomorrow and the Pen-

sioners’ Party takes place Thursday.


