
Last month, 59 Year 8 students arrived at

College for 7.30am to take part in the an-

nual pilgrimage to the Ypres Salient, writes
Head of History, Mrs Garner.
The purpose of the trip was to commemo-

rate the 100th anniversary of the Second

Battle of Ypres, scene of some of the most

sustained trench warfare during the First

World War. 

The students, along with seven staff, left

College on the long journey to Dover for an

afternoon crossing. 

Our ultimate destination was the Poppies

Hotel, set in the beautifully restored me-

dieval Belgian town of Ypres, alternatively

known as ‘Wipers’ to the British Tommies

on the Western Front.

Another early start the next day brought us

to our first port of call, the Passchendaele

Museum in Zonnebecke, where we walked

through the reconstruction of a network of

dugouts and trenches.

We also had the chance to see a range of

weapons and uniforms and view a short

film, which really put the events in and

around Ypres into context. 

Before lunch, we visited the impressive

Tyne Cot British Military Cemetery, the

largest of its type in the world, with each in-

dividual grave beautifully maintained by the

CWGC and marked in Portland stone. 

Our students were fascinated to find graves

of teenagers, Liverpudlians, Jewish and

Muslim soldiers, ANZACS, Canadians and

so many men still unidentified. 

Few were left unmoved by the scale of a site

containing around 12,000 British Empire

dead.  

Lunch in Ypres town square was welcome,

as the students took the opportunity to load

up with rations of Belgian chocolate and

waffles. We then headed to Essex Farm

Cemetery, where John McCrae wrote his fa-

mous poem, In Flanders Fields, which was

beautifully read to us by Issy Black (8D),

outside what remains of the concrete

dugouts. 

Next, we stopped at Langemarck, a suitably

sombre Germanic military cemetery con-

taining 44,000 enemy dead. 

It was very clear our students would be as

respectful of the German dead as those of

the British Empire. Due to the very young

age of most of the dead in this cemetery, we

chose this sight to hold our memorial cere-

mony. A minute’s silence was observed by

the students after readings and prayers, led

by the staff. A number of students chose to

place their crosses of remembrance on the

site of the mass grave here.

Our final visit was to the Sanctuary Wood

Museum, also known as Hill 62, to see a

collection packed with artefacts ranging

from a huge selection of uniforms, weapons

and medals, to less obvious items like

copies of the British Army newspaper, the

Wipers Times, trench art made from shell

cases and a unique, intact, German field

kitchen. We were also able to walk through

the mud-filled trenches which still remain

as part of the museum gardens.
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News in brief
We welcome the French Exchange

students as our guests this week. As

well as a number of classroom activi-

ties, there are trips to St George’s Hall

tomorrow and Great Crosby Primary

School on Wednesday. There are

meetings about the London Trip at

6pm tomorrow and at 8.50am on

Wednesday. Both meetings are in the

Prep Hall. Bully Buster sessions take

place on Wednesday and Thursday. 



continued from p1
After a hot meal of spaghetti bolog-

nese, we gathered in reflective mood

at the famous Menin Gate Ceremony

of Remembrance. 

Held at 8pm every night since 1928,

this is Belgium’s tribute to the 55,000

dead of the British forces who have

no known grave. After The Last Post,
and a reading about the deaths of the

brothers of former Prime Minister

Anthony Eden to the haunting sound

of bagpipes, two wreaths were laid by

Oliver Smith, Joel Murphy (both 8D),

Millie Corcoran (8R), Abbie Wyke

(8A) and Mr Gardiner on behalf of

Sacred Heart, with dedications writ-

ten on the wreaths by Miss Niescier

and Mr Thirlwall. 

This was watched by hundreds of

silent witnesses from all around the

world. All were privileged to be there,

at an event that will not be quickly

forgotten. After the ceremony, we all

gathered to lay a personal wreath and

say an Eternal Rest for the ancestor

of Oliver Smith and Abbie and

Matthew Wyke who is one of the men

named on the Menin Gate. 

With duties complete we re-em-

barked for Blighty at 9am on Sunday

morning, mission accomplished, and

made it back to College an hour

ahead of schedule. 

On behalf of myself and the pupils, a

big thank you goes out to Mr Gar-

diner, Mr Hughes, Mr Thirlwall, Miss

Niescier, Mr Robertson and Miss

Lynch for giving up their weekend to

make this pilgrimage possible. 

www.sacredheart.sefton.sch.uk

Year 7 welcomed

We welcomed our new Year 7s last month

with the now traditional Mass.

Father Gamble led the proceedings as we

formally welcomed our newest students to

Sacred Heart. Parents and family members

joined us for the ceremony, which took

place in the Lower Site Hall, and were

treated to a musical duet, readings and re-

flections from Year 7 students. The theme

of the Mass was, ‘you are unique’, with Fa-

ther Gamble encouraging all Year 7 students

to, ‘work hard, make the most of your con-

siderable opportunities and to work together

with your families, friends and peers’.

Director of Lower School, Mr Griffiths,

said: “It was a lovely occasion that was en-

joyed by all the staff, students and special

guests.”

Normally, name calling is discouraged

among our students but on this occa-

sion, it has helped raise £100 for the

cancer charity, Macmillan. Students in

7D held a ‘bake sale’ and a ‘guess the

name of the teddy’ competition to raise

the funds and their efforts have been

praised by Director of Lower School,

Mr Griffiths. He said: “Well done to

7D for all their hard work in raising a

fantastic amount for Macmillan. 

“The teddy competition, which was re-

ally fun, was the idea of Jess Murphy,

Mel Williams and Tarnia Sheerin-Os-

croft. We are very proud of them.”

The winning names of the teddies were

Roar, won by Miss Niescier, and Clive,

who was claimed by Ciaran Chandler.

Name the teddy raffle was a Roar-ing success


