
Being a scientific super sleuth was the order

of the day in September, as we reported on

how four of our Year 8 pupils enjoyed a day

problem solving at Liverpool University.

The event was part of the annual Slaters

Chemistry Festival, which invites schools

from across the North West to a fun filled

day’s learning at the university’s laborato-

ries.

Accompanying the students was Mr Long

from the Science department, who gave us

his account of the day.

After introductions and an outline of the

day, we were shown into the laboratory for

the first activity.  

The scenario was a crime scene and our

team of Nathan Carey-Mullings (8D),

Kieran Stewart, Mya Stock and Hannah

Daniels (all 8E) set to work trying to iden-

tify the culprit.  Different powders were ob-

tained from the crime scene and the team

had to use all their analytical and laboratory

skills to identify the powders: paper chro-

matography and chemical anion tests. 

The pupils worked really well as a team,

comparing results and writing a report

which was submitted to the judges. 

After lunch, the team had a challenge based

on The Star Ship Enterprise, which was ex-

periencing problems with its Dilithium

crystals. 

In this event, the team had to control a re-

action in terms of temperature and time,

challenges some of the university graduates

would struggle to achieve. 

They worked extremely hard and really en-

joyed the challenge set by the judges and

came close to solving the problem. 

We then sat in a lecture theatre and were en-

thralled by Dr Aspinall, who had numerous

demonstrations and hands-on activities for

volunteers, including slime, chemicals that

glow in the dark, liquid nitrogen that cools

to -196oC, water that disappears, recipes to

make dyes and many other amazing exper-

iments.
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SeptemberIn our penultimate 
trawl back through 

2014/15, we head over to
Lower Site to catch up with 

our Year 8s. 
Once again, it has been 

a busy year for our young
students with test tube 

challenges, trips and troupes
among the highlights

Science sleuths love lab life



Year 8’s annual trip to Ypres took place in
October. Among those who accompanied
the students was Head of History, Mrs
Garner, here are her highlights from the
trip.
The trip was designed to commemorate the

100th anniversary of the start of the sup-

posed, ‘war to end all wars’. 

Ypres was the scene of some of the most

sustained trench warfare of the First World

War. 

Among the places in Ypres the party first

experienced were Essex Farm Cemetery,

where John McCrae wrote his famous

poem, In Flanders Fields and Langemarck,

a suitably sombre Germanic military ceme-

tery containing 44,000 enemy dead. 

Another notable highlight included a stop

at the Yorkshire trench, recently discovered

on an industrial site, followed by a visit to

the museum in Zonnebecke in order to walk

through the reconstruction of a network of

dugouts and trenches.

Students also visited Tyne Cot British Mil-

itary cemetery, the largest of its type in the

world, each individual grave beautifully

maintained by the CWGC and marked in

Portland stone, and Hill 60, where Aus-

tralian miners tun-

nelled at great

depth and distance

to literally blow

up the German defences, leaving vast

craters that remain to this day. 

Finally, there was time for a period of re-

flection at the famous Menin Gate Cere-

mony of Remembrance, where Jacob

Mangan (8T), Luke Turner (8T), Charlotte

Graham (8A), Emily Mercer (8A) and Mr

Gardiner laid three wreaths on behalf of

Scared Heart. Dedications were also written

on the wreaths by the Head Boy and Head

Girl, as well as by Mr Gardiner, watched by

hundreds of silent witnesses from all

around the world. 
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Sportsday takes place tomorrow

(Y7/8) and Wednesday (Y9/10). The

Y8 Induction takes place on Thursday.

There is a two day trip to Cambridge

University’s Open Day from Thursday.

There are talks from Emy Onuora

(Tuesday) and Jason Cotterrell (Fri-

day). The Barcelona Music tour

leaves at the weekend. 

News in brief

November

Our Year 8s were off on their travels

again in November, with the annual

History trip to London.

The fascinating jaunt saw students

visit tourist staples such as the Houses

of Parliament, Trafalgar Square,

Westminster Abbey, The Cenotaph

and Downing Street, with just enough

time to stop for a photo opportunity

at Buckingham Palace. 

Also in February, we featured six of

our Year 8 students, together with

two from Year 7, who could have big

futures ahead of them in the world

of dance and ballet.

Abbie Ford (8R), Isabelle May (8T),

Sian Bonner (8T), Mya Stock (8E),

Millie Murphy (8C) and Hannah

Martinez (8C),  along with Abbie

Holme (7C) and Holly Martin-Bell

(7T) have already performed to sell

out crowds in some of the UK’s top

theatres. The talented troupe have

starred in top shows such as; Seussi-

cal the Musical, Peter Pan, Cats, Sis-

ter Act, Bobby Dazzlers and the

Liverpool Echo Carol Concert.

February

Y8 remember those who

made ultimate sacrifice
February


