
Science Week was back with a bang this
year, and a flash and plenty of other
hair-raising experiments.
Among the mad scientists let loose in
the labs was Head of Science, Mrs Mor-
gan, who explains more about the week-
long event. 
Last year, we treated students here to our

very own science show, but this year we

thought we would invite our primary

schools.

We kicked off on Monday with Great

Crosby, followed by Ursuline on Tues-

day and St Edmund’s on Wednesday.

All the pupils, at all of the shows, were

very enthusiastic and we had no shortage

of volunteers for experiments and

demonstrations such as; Dr Shock, vol-

canoes, custard power explosions, canon

fire, making slime and many more.

On the final day, our Year 7 pupils got a

chance to see the show.

Slime

They had lots of fun investigating antibi-

otics, making their own telescopes and

of course lots of slime.

Also on Friday, 31 Year 7 girls were in-

volved in an event designed to encourage

girls to take up science (for more on this,

see p2). 

Science Week has been one of the real

highlights of the year so far, for both the

staff and pupils who took part.

The event would not have been possible

without the help of a number of staff. 

I am incredibly grateful to our techni-

cians, Mr Connor, Mr Morrison and Mrs

Greene, and teachers, Mr Bell, Mrs All-

day, Mr Kaye and Miss Niescier.

We will be back next year, bigger and

louder... so watch out!
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Science week proved to be

a hair-raising experience



Earlier this month, 31 Year 7 girls were in-

volved in an event designed to encourage
girls to take up science, writes Head of
Science, Mrs Morgan. 
They had lots of fun investigating antibi-

otics, making their own telescopes and, of

course, lots of slime.

They also had a short talk from ex-pupil

and PhD student Emily Draper, who has

kindly given up her time on numerous oc-

casions over the last few years to help sup-

port events to encourage our pupils.

Emily spoke to them about her own re-

search and experience of writing papers

and speaking at conferences. 

Our students were nothing short of in-

spired, and the pupil sitting in Emily’s old

seat was particularly thrilled.

There are a lower percentage of women

who enter scientific professions and, al-

though our numbers for girls taking sci-

ence at GCSE and A-level is high, we are

mindful that we need to keep the numbers

high and allow them to continue to grow.

They got a chance to perform experiments

that allowed them to work independently

and improve their practical skills. 

The experiments were designed to be fun;

making slime, telescopes and investigating

growing bacteria and the effect of antibi-

otics.

Emily’s involvement exemplifiedwhat can

be achieved by our girls and they were all

very inspired and enjoyed speaking to her

as well as doing the experiments.

The event was excellently received, with

many of our students asking if there would

be another one.

In addition to this, there were two essay

writing competitions for Y7-Y9 and Y10-

Y13, open to both boys and girls.

The entries were all of an incredibly high

standard and, in fact, a first and a second

prize were awarded.

In the Y7-Y9 category, the winner, Helen

Fraser (9C), wrote with great maturity

about the use of nanoparticles in medicine.

Runner up was David Coyne (8H), who

posed the question, ‘is there life in the uni-

verse?’. 

In the Y10-Y13 category, the winner was

Callum Davies (10S), who wrote in great

detail about the search for further life in

the universe.

Runner up was Susie Seddon-Cowell

(11C), who also wrote about the search for

additional life in the universe.

Congratulations to all entrants. I was so

impressed with the maturity and detail

with which so many of you wrote.

Just before Easter, students in Mrs Mor-

gan’s Year 9 class were set a GCSE ex-

tended writing task about climate change

and ways in which we can reduce our car-

bon footprint.

Mrs Morgan explains: “All the students

produced work at a C grade or above,

which is to be celebrated at this stage in

Year 9. So well done to all. 

“There were three pieces of work that

were outstanding, demonstrating a firm

grasp of the scientific principles behind

the task. I was incredibly impressed with

the way in which their responses were ar-

ticulated. Their work was presented in

logical, sequential manner, using key sci-

entific terms in the correct context. I was

so impressed I decided to award prizes

and Mr Walker, upon hearing of the

achievements of the class, came during the

lesson to address the students and present

Easter Eggs as prizes to Robert Water-

man, Cameron Lythgoe and Leah Gillam.

We can conclude that we have a large

group of very talented scientists in Year 9

already on their way to GCSE success.”

Our Year 13 students will take part

in a Market Place event during Pe-

riod 2 today. The South Sefton Net-

ball AGM takes place in the Sports

Hall Classroom at 4pm tomorrow.

The UKMT for Years 7 & 8 takes

place in the Lower Site Dining Hall

during Periods 2 & 4 and, finally,

the Year 13 Leavers Mass takes

place at 2pm on Friday.
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Former student lights up

girls’ passion for science
Year 9 produce

eggcellent work


