
A former Sacred Heart student has of-

fered current pupils the chance to win

£1,000 and earn a week’s work experi-

ence at a top law firm.

Anthony Crean QC set the challenge to

any present Sacred Heart student who is

interested in pursuing a career in Law

when he visited the College earlier this

year. 

Mr Crean is one of the most highly-rated

planning ‘silks’ in the country and is

widely acclaimed for his depth of expe-

rience.  As a leading barrister at Kings

Chambers, Mr Crean has led numerous

high-profile cases within planning and

environmental law.  

The barrister met with our students re-

cently and told them about his own jour-

ney into Law, whilst reflecting upon his

time as a pupil at Sacred Heart.  

Head of Year 11, Ms Baker explained

more about his visit: “Students from

Years 9 through to 13 directed many

questions to Mr Crean to further identify

the range of opportunities and pathways

available in Law.  

“However, they received a huge surprise

when he offered a £1,000 prize and a

week working alongside him in his

Birmingham office, in the form of a

competition.  

“To be in with a chance of winning, the

students have been asked to answer a

question within a 3,000 word essay, en-

titled: ‘What is the role of law in a free

society’?”  

“The students were absolutely thrilled

with this prospect and have been work-

ing hard producing their essays.  

“The challenge is open to all students

from Years 7 through to 13 at the Col-

lege.” 

Mr Crean visited Sacred Heart as part of

the Professional Mentor Programme,

which has been running at Upper Site

this school year. A range of professionals

have met with students to provide inspi-

ration and guidance towards future ca-

reer pathways including nursing,

midwifery, self-employment, architec-

ture, apprenticeships, insurance and vet-

erinary work.  

Ms Baker added: “The programme has

proved to be a successful project which

has inspired students for the future.”
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There are Geography fieldtrips to

Formby tomorrow and Friday. 

Also tomorrow, there are Year 11

speaking tests in the White House.

On Wednesday, during period 4,

the Year 10 Cambridge Nationals

Mock Examination takes place in

the Prep Hall. On Thursday, there

is a Eucharistic Service and, finally,

on Friday, the Year 13s will have

their eagerly anticipated Prom at

Formby Hall. 
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Ex-student offers grand

prize to budding lawyers



Students from Middle and Upper school

heightened their awareness and under-

standing of apprenticeships recently,

writes Head of Year 11, Ms Baker.
Former student Amy Gillam, now an Ap-

prentice Scientist at United Utilities, and

Ben Thompson, a Field Service Engineer

from the same company, visited the Col-

lege to talk about life after Sacred Heart.   

Their visit was part of the Professional

Mentor Programme, which has been run-

ning during the academic year and pro-

vided a very positive insight into

apprenticeships which engaged their audi-

ence.  

Ben and Amy (pictured, right) highlighted

their own journey into apprenticeships at

United Utilities and guidance was pro-

vided into the different areas of appren-

ticeships that the company offers.

As a major employer in the North West,

our students were motivated to hear about

the opportunities available within engi-

neering, field operations, customer service

and laboratories. 

Students stated how they valued the ses-

sion to find out more about this pathway

and range of academic support provided

by employers whilst moving up the career

ladder. As well as United Utilities, repre-

sentatives from Asset Training (pictured

above) visited the College and gave a fas-

cinating insight into other apprenticeship

areas students can explore.

Asset Training deal with various employ-

ers ensuring they match up the right per-

son for any potential apprenticeship

position. From an employee perspective,

the company explained how they identify

opportunities for students seeking an ap-

prenticeship, by understanding each per-

son’s particular skill set and needs. 

They also explained how they plan an ap-

prentice’s career path and help overcome

any barriers along the way.

The talks were part of National Appren-

ticeship Week, which ran last month from

March 9-13.
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You’re hired! Apprentice

plans outlined to students


