
At 6am on 13th February, 64 students and

nine staff set off on our annual quest to

learn more about the history of the mid-

20th century, writes Head of History, Mrs
Garner.
The trip was also an opportunity to pay

our respects to the millions who lost their

lives to persecution, as well as to learn

about the cultures of Central and Eastern

Europe. 

We arrived at our hotel in Prague earlier

than expected at 10.30am the next day.  

On our first afternoon, we took a tram to

Prague Castle and then went on a walking

tour which took us across the Charles

Bridge and into the Old Town square. 

After some free time for shopping, we

took a tram back to the hotel from

Wenceslas Square for some much needed

rest before our evening meal at the Hard

Rock Café. 

The next morning, we visited Josefov, the

Jewish quarter of Prague which was pre-

served by the Nazis to be a museum to an

extinct race. We then visited two syna-

gogues to learn more about Jewish beliefs

and culture. 

The most thought-provoking of these was

the synagogue with the names of all the

Czech Jews who were murdered on its

walls (more than 70,000) as this helped us

appreciate the scale of the atrocity. 

After lunch, in the border town of Lito-

merice, we visited the concentration camp

of Terezin, which was mainly used for po-

litical prisoners and was where thousands

died due to the appalling conditions. 

The huge cross and Star of David in the

memorial cemetery brought home the fact

that Nazi persecution was directed at

many different groups. 
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The ICT trip to Paris departed yester-

day, returning late on Thursday, with

staff and students back in College the

following day.

Every day this week, there are Exami-

nation Recordings in the Prep Hall.

A number of students will travel to

Manchester today for the Stalin Lec-

tures. The Ten Ten Theatre Company

will be in the College on Thursday and

Friday to deliver a performance, first

to Years 7 & 8 and, on the second day

to Years 9 & 10.

Year 9 Options Evening takes place on

Thursday, there is a Grease Reunion

in the Drama Studio at 3.30pm on Fri-

day and, good luck to those students

taking part in the Merseyside Young

Analyst of the Year event on Saturday.
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Students pay their respects

during Prague pilgrimage



The Senior Samba Band recently vis-

ited St Edmund’s & St Thomas’ pri-

mary school and created a real ‘buzz’.

The concert, which followed similar

performances for pupils at Great

Crosby and Ursuline, saw our students

give a performance that had the

youngsters all clapping and dancing

along. Afterwards, the band members

worked alongside the young pupils,

teaching them about the instruments,

the way South American percussion

music is performed and how to com-

pose and improvise in this style. 

This culminated in several perform-

ances where Y6 worked alongside our

Y12 and Y13 pupils. Head of Music,

Mr Foy, said:  “The Year 6 pupils re-

ally enjoyed themselves and there was

a real buzz about the whole day. 

“Our students were, once again, a

credit to the College and should be

proud of their efforts in encouraging

young people to appreciate music.”
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For our last night out in Prague, we

went to a bowling centre to let off some

steam after an emotionally challenging

day. The next day, we travelled to

Poland and arrived at our hotel in

Krakow at about 5pm. After dinner in

a local restaurant, we went for a walk

to the Old Town square, before return-

ing to the hotel for a highly competitive

quiz night. 

The following morning, we visited the

concentration and death camp of

Auschwitz-Birkenau. Many in the

group were overwhelmed by the moun-

tains of human hair, shoes, suitcases,

glasses and other personal belongings

on display in Auschwitz 1; every item

representing a real person who had

been murdered (many of them chil-

dren).  We also visited the punishment

cells where Maximilian Kolbe, amongst

many others, lost his life. The cold

weather brought home to many of us

how difficult it would have been for

prisoners to survive in only pyjamas

and clogs. We finished our tour by

holding a ceremony of remembrance at

the Birkenau memorial. We had all

been given a photograph of a victim or

survivor of Auschwitz and some per-

sonal information about this person to

focus on during our tour. 

Mrs Reid had asked us to imagine they

were walking at our side. We focused

on our holocaust victims during our

ceremony. We laid six candles in the

shape of a cross as well as a red rose.

George Hughes (12S) and Amy Hoole

(12R) read prayers written by victims

and survivors of Nazi persecution and

then we said the Eternal Rest.

Samba buzz
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To read the full report, please 

visit the College website

This was an amazing trip. I would

really like to go again in Y12.

Going to see the places you have

only see in movies is a great experi-

ence and I enjoyed every minute.

Lucas Wright, 10R

Visiting Auschwitz was an eye-

opening experience and helped me

to realise just how many people

were affected in terrible ways by

Nazi rule.

Emily Bird, 12H

The trip has made me think about

how cruel the human race can be. 

The trip delivers a message to

everyone that visits the camps and

shows how lucky we are.

Morgan Clements, 10T


