
Our Year 13 students visited Liverpool’s

Slavery Museum as part of their on-going

NOCN studies recently.

During the trip, the 6th Formers explored

the reasons why millions of Africans were

forced into slavery and the crucial role the

city of Liverpool played in the process.

They learned how slavery was supported

in the city because it was believed to have

brought great wealth and prosperity.

Among the many other fascinating strands

of slavery they learned about was the Ku

Klux Klan; an overtly racist organisation

whose common goal, between all their in-

carnations, was to maintain the su-

premacy of the white race over black

people.

However, students soon realised that slav-

ery is not just an historical issue as they

examined contemporary topics such as

child labour and forced marriages. 

The students also heard from Barbara

Tasker, who brought the history of slavery

to life with a dizzying trip down the

decades.

Barbara, with the aid of numerous sepia

and monochrome photographs, put faces

to a family tree whose roots seemed to

crisscross the ocean in several directions.

The tale certainly had Niamh Marland en-

raptured, as afterwards she claimed Bar-

bara’s talk was the most impressive part

of the museum, she said: “Barbara Tasker

telling us about her family tree was the

most impressive part of the day. It was in-

teresting to hear personal stories concern-

ing slavery.”

For Rhys Orme, the quotes on the walls

of the museum struck a chord with him,

he said: “The most impressive part of the

museum, for me, was all the quotes on the

walls. They are all different and are about

people sharing their stories and experi-

ences of racism and slavery.”

Head of RE, Mr Moorhead, also found the

day informative and believes the students

will have learned plenty from the visit. He

said: “The students gained a lot from the

visit to the Slavery Museum. Their behav-

iour was excellent and they were all very

thoughtful and respectful throughout.

“As for the Museum, The Ku Klux Klan

artifact, a genuine item with blood stains

on it, remains a powerful symbol of hate

and racism and reminds us all that, as

Christians, it is our duty to defeat preju-

dice in all walks of life.” 
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Our more musically-minded students

put on a series of assembly perform-

ances for our primary school pupils re-

cently, writes Music’s Mrs Morison.
The assemblies took place at Lower

Site, first for Year 7, before afternoon

performances for 150 primary pupils

from Ursuline and Great Crosby.  

The Samba Band, which has 50 mem-

bers from all year groups, performed

percussion pieces from Stomp!-inspired

performances, to African drumming

and, of course, Samba. During both

performances, pupils and staff were

encouraged to join in, with some even

being brought up on stage to have a go.

The performance was a great example

of pupils working together; with 6th

Formers leading the individual groups

and helping to encourage younger

pupils. The 6th Formers particularly

revelled in the chance to get some of the

primary teachers up on stage, with

them being the teachers this time.

GCSE Drama Moderation takes place

on Wednesday in the Drama Studio.

On Thursday, there is a morning

Eucharistic Service at Upper Site.

Also on Thursday, Modern Foreign

Language Speaking Tests will take

place all day in the White House

and, during P2, there is a presenta-

tion in the Prep Hall entitled, To-
morrow’s Teachers.
Year 12 Consultation Evening also

takes place on Thursday.

On Friday, from 3.30pm, there is a

reunion for the cast of last month’s

hugely successful production of

Grease.

On Saturday, we wish a ‘bon voyage’

to those students involved on the ICT

trip to Disneyland, Paris.
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Earlier this month, Year 13 students were

treated to lecture-style lessons by guest

speakers on hard-hitting issues on Ebola

and climate change.

Both talks were intended to broaden the

students’ knowledge of news and current

affairs during their General Studies les-

sons.

The first talk was given by our own Ms

Connor, currently working at the College

as a Cover Supervisor and is also an Envi-

ronmental Science researcher at Liverpool

University. 

Ms Connor’s talk highlighted the dangers

to the environment and covered topics

such as climate change and the effects on

the eco-system; a talk which included

everything from bees to polar bears.

Ms Connor’s talk was accompanied by

some ‘stirring’ photos of polar bears rav-

aging waste tips whilst waiting for polar

ice to appear (pictured). This is just one of

the damaging effects of global warming.

The second talk saw students from Years

12 and 13 listen attentively to Dr Frederick

Nye (pictured, above), formerly of Liver-

pool School of Tropical Medicine and

more recently chair of the Waterloo Trust. 

Among those present was Mrs Weekes,

who said:  “His stark and stirring talk,

‘Bats, Burial and Band Aid’, was on the

topic of the Ebola virus and it gave pupils

a fascinating insight into the current out-

break. 

“His subject matter was matched by a

style of delivery which neither patronised

nor talked down to the students and it was

an excellent preparation for a more ‘lec-

ture-style’ type of learning, which some

of our Year 13 students will be experienc-

ing when they go to university in the

coming months.”

Guest speakers talk about

Ebola and climate change

Primary Rumbas


