
With Christmas just around the corner,

many will be forgiven for thinking nothing

more of over indulging and spending more

than they probably need to.

However, in the run up to the festive pe-

riod, the students at Sacred Heart have

been thinking of those less fortunate than

themselves.

Their collective thoughts have turned to

those battling the Ebola virus, to those who

have been targeted for their beliefs.

Thanks to the students’ kind thoughts and

actions, an impressive £1,800 has been

raised to help those fighting the Ebola virus

in Sierra Leone.

The donation was greatly received by Rick

Walker, Treasurer at The Waterloo Part-

nership, and partner for the College’s fund-

raising activities. He said: “On behalf of

the Waterloo Partnership and the people of

Waterloo, Sierra Leone, I thank all the staff

and pupils of Sacred Heart Catholic Col-

lege for their kind and generous donation

towards relief work during the Ebola cri-

sis.

“I need hardly add that every penny is

spent carefully on food and health care for

those who are directly affected by the dis-

ease, especially those who are confined to

their homes for several weeks, and rely to-

tally on our food supply in order to survive.

Some of the donation will go to the con-

tinued education of Cynthia Raffels. Cyn-

thia (pictured on p2) is training to be a

nurse in Sierra Leone and helping to fight

Ebola, The College has been helping fund

her education.

The money was raised courtesy of general

donations, fundraising activities such as

quizzes and, most recently, students pro-

ducing outstanding artwork, on the theme

of ‘Creation’, as part of the Year 13 NOCN

Day. 

Not only will some of that art work be dis-

played around the College, other pieces

will be auctioned off, with the proceeds

also going toward the Sierra Leone aid ap-

peal.The work and attitude of the students

during the NOCN event has been praised

by Head of Art, Mrs Hannigan, who said:

“I felt privileged to work with such a co-

operative and creative group of students.
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News in brief
A Christmas Cabaret Concert takes

place from 12.45pm today. There is a

meeting at 6pm today for the parents

of those students going on the Paris

ICT trip. The 9 Lessons & Carols con-

cert takes place in St Peter & Paul’s to-

morrow. Also tomorrow, the Senior

Citizens’ Christmas Party is at 4.30pm.

Y7/8 Christmas Disco is on Wednes-

day. There is a Judo course in St Ed-

ward Hall on Thursday and term

finishes on Friday. Merry Christams

and a Happy New Year to you all.

continued from p1
“The whole day was literally buzzing

with activity and it was heart-warming

to see their team work. 

“They produced a stunning set of paint-

ings, a standard I would expect from

students who had studied art to A level,

yet most of them have not

studied art since Year 9. It

really was a positive day, re-

flecting on the beauty of

‘Creation’.”

Students, such as Sarah

Nolan (13A) also spoke

about how much they en-

joyed taking part in the ac-

tivity, she said: “The RE

week when we did the art

work was really fun and full

of creativity.”

Her thoughts were echoed

by Lauren McAllister (13A),

who said: “Participating in the RE day

was very enjoyable and allowed us to

work together as a team, expressing

ourselves in a different environment to

a classroom.”

The students’ work did not end there, as

many of them have also volunteered to

make and send Christmas cards to

‘prisoners of conscience’.

Together with Amnesty International,

each year group made cards and or-

ganised the event so every student could

send a message of hope to those facing

injustice at Christmas time.

Those among their thoughts are,

Prageeth Eknaligoda, from Sri Lanka,

who has been missing for nearly five

years. Amnesty International believe his

disappearance is linked to his work as a

journalist.   

Liu Ping, from China, was this year sen-

tenced to six-and-a-half years in jail be-

cause of her work as a peaceful activist

whose aims are to promote government

transparency, help the weak

and expose corruption.

Alfreda Disbarro, from the

Philippines, claims she is the

victim of assault by police.

The mother of two also

claims police fabricated evi-

dence against her and

forced her to sign docu-

ments against her will.

Hakam Yaman, from

Turkey, has lodged a crimi-

nal complaint against the

police for attempted mur-

der. No officers have been

brought to justice despite witnesses cap-

turing the attack against him on video.

Head of RE, Mr Moorhead, is ‘de-

lighted’ by the students’ work. He said:

“I am delighted by the response to the

Amnesty Christmas Card campaign, es-

pecially by 13A. 

“These students selected the prisoners

of conscience for each year group, made

the cards and organised the event so

that, in Form, every student could send

a message of hope to those facing injus-

tice at Christmas time.  

“The best Christmas gift you can ever

give someone is hope. It can change

everything and give you the inner

strength to endure the worst situations.”

Our Year 7 students welcomed the Rev-

erend Sue Lucas to the College recently.

Rev Lucas, from the aptly named St Faith’s,

visited the students to give them the low-

down on all things Christmas.

A lively Q&A session covered everything

from female vicars, vocations, church de-

nominations, Christian unity, Googlebox

vicar Kate and church decorations. 

Head of RE, Mr Moorhead, said: “Year 7

were great. They were very respectful and

asked lots of really good questions.”

The students certainly seemed to enjoy the

visit, with Lily Jackson (7R), saying: “Rev

Lucas was very interesting and she ex-

plained things in a lot of detail.” 

Lois Mullins (7R) agreed, adding: “Rev

Lucas was easy to talk to and was ready to

answer all our questions. I learnt a lot.” 
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