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Heartbeat

Our singers and musicians did their bit for

Children in Need recently by taking part

in a specially arranged concert.

More than 70 talented singers and musi-

cians joined together to arrange and per-

form their own version of the Beach Boys’

classic song, God Only Knows. 

Not only was the song performed in front

of a hall full of excited and enthusiastic

Year 7 pupils, but the local media were

also in attendance, with Radio Merseyside

broadcasting the song live on Billy But-

ler’s afternoon show. Our students’ ver-

sion of the song has also been recorded

and can be downloaded, with all proceeds

going to this year’s Children in Need ap-

peal. To download the song, visit the Har-

monics website; 

www.harmonicsmusicltd.bandcamp.com

The song is available through donation,

with the minimum amount being £1.

Speaking after the performance, Head of

Music, Mr Foy, said: “It was a great after-

noon. The singers, band and choirs, from

both sites, all did themselves and the Col-

lege proud.”

A special charity version of The Beach

Boys’ song, God Only Knows, has been

released by the BBC as part of this year’s

Children in Need appeal.

News in brief
Our French Exchange guests con-

tinue their week of activities with

a sightseeing trip to Liverpool

today.

Also today, there is a trip to Man-

chester to see the Science Live

event for a number of our GCSE

students. There is a meeting at

6pm tomorrow in St Edward Hall

regarding the Prague trip. 

Good luck to our students involved

in the ESAA Cross Country finals

on Friday and Saturday.



In the early hours of Friday, 14th Novem-

ber, 67 bleary eyed pupils and staff set off

for our nation’s capital, writes Head of
History, Mrs Garner. 
After a long journey, we arrived at one of

our greatest national monuments, Hamp-

ton Court Palace. 

Upon our arrival, we were greeted by  our

jovial guide, Nigel, who was to be one of

the highlights of the trip. 

For the next couple of hours, we were re-

galed with entertaining stories and facts

about the Palace, Henry VIII and his six

wives and even got a glimpse of the Palace

built by William of Orange. 

The Palace’s architecture and décor

wowed us, especially Henry’s Great Hall

and the Chapel Royal. 

From Hampton Court, we made our way

to central London, making a brief pit stop

at our hotel, ‘en route’ to The Hard Rock

Cafe. Surrounded by a plethora of memo-

rabilia, whilst singing along to rock tracks

old and new, we enjoyed a hearty meal.

From there, we made our way to the

Apollo Victoria theatre to see Wicked,

which kept us entertained for a few hours.

After a good night’s sleep and a full Eng-

lish, we were ready to start all over again.

We met Nigel outside the Natural History

Museum and embarked on a fascinating

tour of London, taking in sites such as the

Houses of Parliament, Trafalgar Square,

Westminster Abbey, The Cenotaph and

Downing Street with just enough time to

stop for a photo opportunity at Bucking-

ham Palace. 

We then made our way to the infamous

Tower of London, which gave us an in-

sight into the gruesome darker side of

Tudor history, including viewing some ter-

rible instruments of torture, dangerous

Early Modern weapons and imposing suits

of armour. 

We were then treated to the more glam-

orous side of British History as we had the

opportunity to view the extraordinary

Crown Jewels. 

A real high point of the trip was that we

were able to see what remains of the ce-

ramic poppies, which have been installed

in the moat of the Tower of London. 

This installation is breathtaking on a num-

ber of levels, not least because each poppy

represents a life but also the sheer scale

and beauty of it is humbling from an artis-

tic point of view. 

Many pupils understood that they were

witnessing ‘history in the making’, as the

nation’s efforts to remember the fallen in

this 100th anniversary year of WWI are

historic in themselves.

After building up an appetite, we arrived at

Covent Garden for lunch. After two hours’

retail therapy and enjoying the many street

performers, we were ready to make our  

long journey home, exhausted but exhila-

rated from the many sights, sounds and

history which London has to offer. 

A big thank you goes to Miss Lynch, Mr

Gardiner, Mr Halton, Mrs Reid, Mrs

Fagan and Mr Robertson for giving up

half of their weekend to make this visit

possible. 

Also, thanks to the pupils who received

many compliments for their exemplary be-

haviour from the guide, the drivers and

members of the public. They were a pleas-

ure to be with and a real credit to the Col-

lege and their parents. A thoroughly

memorable trip. 
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