
As staff and students alike settle in to
the new academic year, the first two is-
sues of Heartbeat will look back at a
busy summer.
Our College musicians ended the school
year on a real high note, as Head of
Music, Mr Foy explains.
First up was the Summer Concert, pre-

sented at a crowded St Nicholas Church

and was a quality display of a diverse

range of musical styles. 

The Chamber Choir performed a Renais-

sance madrigal, then, Vivaldi’s Magnificat
accompanied by a Baroque Orchestra

whilst the College Choir performed sev-

eral sacred anthems. 

The Lower Site Choir and our Musical

Theatre group gave outstanding inaugural

performances. Members of Year 13 gave

their final solo performances and former

student, Rebbeca Cheminais, returned

from the Royal Scottish Conservatoire of

Music to give a fantastic solo violin con-

certo performance. 

Alongside these performances, the Col-

lege Samba Band and Orchestra provided

quality performances. Showing real diver-

sity, our Ukulele Orchestra also gave an

entertaining performance. 

A few days later, the Choir, Orchestra and

Samba Band set of on a music tour of

Paris. The weather was very hot, the ac-

commodation excellent, as was the food;

we even managed to get a reservation at

Planet Hollywood.

Sightseeing included a day at Disneyland

Paris, a trip up the Eiffel Tower with free

time being spent around Notre Dame.

Whilst there, the concerts included:

L’Eglise de Pentecôte - Choir concert in a

modern but intimate church to a very ap-

preciative audience.

L’Eglise de la Madeleine - This impressive

building boasts a rich musical heritage and

is a much sought after venue. The Choir

and soloists, including Hannah Edmunds

(13C), gave a fantastic concert.

Jardin du Luxembourg - Bandstand per-

formance by the Orchestra in front of big

crowds who were very complimentary of

our students. The Samba Band also per-

formed and invited a class of local primary

school children to join them in playing and

dancing around the audience.
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Silver Surfers sessions return

Greatest Story Ever Told
Our Year 7 students were treated to a telling

of the Greatest Story Ever Told recently,

writes Head of RE, Mr Moorhead.
Held at St George’s Hall, the event was

hosted by local production company, In An-

other Place.  

The performance was a lively re-enactment

of both the Old and New Testament stories

which linked particularly well with the Year

7 scheme of work relating to the Bible.

The experience was a memorable one for

students such as Frances McAdam (now

8R), who said: “I thought the variety of ac-

tors from young to old was a great mix and

their enthusiasm was so clear in telling each

story.”

Frances’ sentiments were echoed by RE’s

Mrs Lavery, who organised the visit, she

said: “It was a really engaging performance

with an array of props designed to bring the

message of God alive, staff and students

alike had a wonderful day.” 

Following the event, students in subsequent

RE lessons were encouraged to draw a

scene from the performance which stood out

in their memory. 

We made this into a competition with a win-

ner selected from each form group. There

was also an overall winner from the year

group, with former Sixth Form students Lily

Spiers acting as adjudicator. 

Lily, who was one of the lead characters in

the video performance attached to the live

event on the day, carefully selected the win-

ners and presented each of the students with

their prizes.

Congratulations to Lola Berni (now 8R)

whose drawing was chosen as the overall

winning entry.

Our more mature students will be able

to test the old grey matter later this

month with the return of the ever pop-

ular Silver Surfers sessions.

The sessions consist of short project

guidance from a member of staff, on-

going support from our keen band of

voluntary students and plenty of spare

time to pursue personal interests. 

No knowledge of computers is re-

quired and light refreshments are

made available free of charge within

our Christian environment.

Organizing the sessions is Mr Riley, he

said: “All our staff and students are

aware of the sense of intimidation that

technology can bring for some, so our

caring and relaxed approach can re-

ally bring confidence to our visitors. 

“This year, e-mail addresses will be

made available to enable our occa-

sional visitors to quickly correspond

both with each other as well as friends

and family.”

The weekly classes start at 3.30pm on

Thursday, September 18, and continue

throughout term time. Surfers should

report to the main reception upon ar-

rival.

Mr Riley added: “It has been very re-

warding to see the excellence many

Surfers have achieved over recent

years and I hope to see Surfers new

and experienced in the near future.”

Welcome back

Welcome back to all. I hope every-

body had a refreshing break during

the summer months and has come-

back full of energy for the new term. 

There is a lot to look forward to in

the coming weeks as the new year

gets underway, and in fact, we have

had a busy start already with theatre

trips for our A Level students as well

as a wonderful Year 13 Presentation

Evening for those who have now

gone to University or the world of

work. 

As you would expect, the College it-

self was a hive of activity over the

break, with lots of building work

going on, Summer School for many

of our new Year 7 pupils and hun-

dreds of pupils on site for the collec-

tion of their exam results. 

I will have a run-down of all of those

available soon on our website, but I

wanted immediately  to congratulate

those in outgoing Year 11 and Year 13

on some tremendous results, quite

rightly highlighted in the local press.

Well done to all.


