
Continuing our review of
the year, we head to Upper

Site to discover what our
Sixth Form students have

been up to. 
With trips, special course-

work assignments and
achievements celebrated, it

has been an interesting time
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In September, a number of Sixth Form
students travelled to Cambridge to discover
what university life is like. Among them
was Deputy Head Boy, Michael Rostock
(13H), who gave us this account of the trip: 
After a four hour coach ride, we started our

tour of Cambridge with a visit to Magdalene

College, one of around 30 colleges that

make up Cambridge University. 

Each college is separate from one another.

They all have their own accommodation

and facilities, so it is important to check

them out individually, to see which one suits

you best. 

They can all be hugely different to one an-

other, in terms of size and subject mix etc.

We visited some of the largest and most im-

pressive colleges, such as King’s College

and St John’s College and some smaller

ones such as Christ’s College. All the col-

leges were hugely impressive, with massive

buildings all surrounded by huge lawns and

gardens and each with their own great hall

for eating and ‘formals’, common room, li-

brary and chapel etc. 

We found our way around the University

thanks to a mass of student helpers who

were tasked with escorting us around their

colleges, showing us accommodation and

other facilities. 

Subject talks and sample lectures were also

extremely interesting. Each head of depart-

ment is extremely devoted to their work and

research and this came across in their talks. 

We found that studying at Cambridge is a

different experience than you would other-

wise find in other universities, with small,

weekly ‘supervision’ classes (groups of

three of four) being the root of all learning.

Cambridge is quite small, with plenty of

shops, restaurants and cafes. 

We enjoyed a boat ride along the River Cam

when the weather was perfect for punting. 

Visiting Cambridge gave us an insight into

how the university works, allowing us to see

first hand what studying at Cambridge

might feel like and how it differs from other

universities. 

October
Not to be outdone, eight of our Y12 stu-

dents visited Oxford in October.

They attended subject talks and ex-

plored the city, taking in the city’s im-

pressive architecture as well as visiting

faculty buildings and other colleges. 

Rebecca Withey (12E) said: “Everyone

was particularly enthralled by the Christ

Church College entrance hall, inspira-

tion for the Great Hall in the Harry Pot-

ter films. As we reflected on our visit

during the journey home, everybody

agreed it had provided us with an inter-

esting insight into studying at Oxford

and the visit definitely gave us all lots to

think about.”

Oxford trip impresses Year 12s

Sixth Formers start year

with tour of Cambridge



Also in October, we reported on how

well our Sixth Form students had per-

formed after they completed the Na-

tional College Open Network (NOCN)

course for General Religious Education.
The Year 12 and 13 students explored

themes of  justice, creation and prejudice

through activities such as film, discussion,

art, games and problem solving.  

Activities included a trip to the International

Slavery Museum, a Mosque and a pilgrim-

age to the Beth Shalom Centre in Notting-

ham to remember those who died in acts of

genocide. 

At the Beth Shalom Centre, Beata

Uwazaninka told  how she found herself

caught up in the Rwandan Holocaust in

1994, when she was 14-years-old.

Nathan Jackson (12A) appreciated Beata’s

courage. He said: “For all you have been

through, you can talk about it calmly with-

out breaking down. You are the bravest per-

son I have ever met.” 

Students also got to experience the life of a

child who did not go to school, by working

all day making paper cranes. 

Liam Turner (12R) reflected on the work he

did by saying: “The work was boring and

repetitive. I got no satisfaction from doing it.

“Although boring and quite depressing, it

has made me realise how lucky I am. If I

had to spend my childhood working, rather

than going to school, I think I would feel

very depressed and not enjoy life as much.”

Head of RE, Mr Moorhead, said: “I was so

impressed by the sensitive response, the en-
quiring minds and good behaviour of the

Year 12 and 13 students.”
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Morning Eucharistic Services take

place at Upper Site tomorrow and at

Lower Site on Thursday. Year 9 As-

sessment Week starts tomorrow and

auditions for the production of Grease

take place on Wednesday. Also on

Wednesday, there is the Y11 Book Re-

turn from 3.20pm in St Edward Hall.

News in brief

October

Year 13 signed off ahead of their exams

last month by celebrating with the tra-

ditional Leavers’ Ball.

Reflecting on her time at Sacred

Heart, Head Girl, Katy Marsh,

said: “I have really enjoyed my

years at Sacred Heart. I have been

able to get involved with so many

things and I will miss all of my friends

and teachers.” 

In March, our IT students vis-

ited Paris and Euro Disney on

one of the most fun-packed, factfind-

ing missions you can think of.

The students attended lectures and

talks about how IT makes a theme

park run, before getting some hands-

on experience by trying out the rides.  

In December, our Year 13

drama students were

treated to a masterclass

from star of stage and screen, Ian Red-

ford. The actor, who had recently fin-

ished performing in the Royal

Shakespeare Company’s productions of

Candide and A Mad World, My Masters,
visited the College to share his expertise

with the students.
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Students complete NOCN

In November, we

c o n g r a t u l a t e d

Michael Callaghan

(12C) after he was

awarded an Ark-

wright scholarship

in recognition of his

design work. 

Only a handful of students in the north

west receive the honour.  Michael said:

“I’d like to study for a degree in engi-

neering.  The Arkwright scholarship is

a fantastic opportunity and I’m cer-

tainly enjoying the experience.”

November

Design for life


