
We continue our look back
at 2013/14 by catching up

with our Year 8s. 
From trips to Warwick
and London, to fundraising
activities, our Year 8s have

been every bit as busy as our
Y7s over the past 

12 months.

Warwick wonderland set

Y8 up for the year ahead
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Back in September, we reported on when

our now Year 8s visited Warwick.

Whilst there, they experienced crime and

punishment rooms, dungeons and the

Black Death, as the topics they learned

about in the classroom were brought to life

in fascinating fashion and gave the students

a chance to witness History first hand. 

Among those who accompanied the stu-

dents was Mrs Reid. She said: “Our trip to

Warwick was part of the History Curricu-

lum and gave the students the advantage of

learning what life in a castle would be like

during the War of the Roses.  

“They visited the Kingmaker exhibition,

which gave them the chance to put on ar-

mour and listen to presentations by experi-

enced historians – bringing to life the reign

of Edward IV and the Earl of Warwick. 

“Students also visited Guy’s Tower, which

gave them the chance to learn more about

how to defend a castle and how difficult it

was to attack one. This was followed by a

Birds of Prey display, which included a

Bald Eagle all the way from America.

“After a picnic lunch in the blazing hot

sunshine, the brave ventured into the Cas-

tle Dungeon. 

“This experience proved to be the highlight

for many. The students then walked around

several themed rooms and were taught var-

ious elements of Early Modern history by

actors, including the Black Death and

crime and punishment. 

Some of our more fortunate students were

called upon by the actors to take part.”

Despite the sometimes scary nature of the

subject matter, Joe Porter (8E) enjoyed the

trip. He said:  “Although the castle dun-

geon could be a bit scary, I would defi-

nitely go again as I learnt so much about

the Black Death and History was brought

to life.” 

Mrs Reid added: “After a long day, we ar-

rived back in Liverpool at 8pm. 

“Although tired, the students were enthu-

siastic about the trip and what they had

learnt.”

October

In October, 52 Year 8 students travelled

to the Ypres Salient, scene of some of the

most sustained trench warfare of the First

World War. 

Whilst there, they visited Essex Farm

Cemetery, where John McCrae wrote his

famous poem In Flanders Fields, which

was beautifully read to us by Helen Fraser

(8C). During the Menin Gate Ceremony

of Remembrance, Elspeth McAuley (8E),

Charlie Rannard (8E) and Mr Thirlwall,

watched by hundreds of silent witnesses

from all around the world, laid a wreath.

Head of History, Mrs Garner, said: “All

were privileged to be there at an event

that will not be quickly forgotten.”

Respects paid to WWI heroes



Year 8 were on the road again in Novem-

ber as they paid  a visit to the cap-

ital to check out some of the

historic sites.

Upon their arrival at Hampton Court

Palace, they were greeted by their guide,

Nigel. For the next couple of hours, he re-

galed the students with entertaining sto-

ries and facts about the Palace, Henry VIII

and his six wives and William of Orange. 

The Palace’s architecture and décor

wowed students, especially the private

quarters of William and Mary, and

Henry’s Great Hall. 

From Hampton Court, they made their

way to central London and on to the The-

atre Royal, Drury Lane, to see Charlie and

the Chocolate Factory.

The following day, the students met Nigel

outside the Natural History Museum and

they embarked on a fascinating tour of

London, taking in sites such as the Houses

of Parliament, Trafalgar Square, West-

minster Abbey, The Cenotaph and Down-

ing Street, with just enough time to stop

for a photo opportunity at Buckingham

Palace.

From there, they then made their way to

the Tower of London, giving them an in-

sight into the gruesome, darker side, of

Tudor history. Among the exhibits were

terrible instruments of torture, dangerous

Early Modern weapons and imposing

suits of armour. 

They were then treated to the more glam-

orous side of British History as they had

the opportunity to view the extraordinary

Crown Jewels.

History teacher, Mrs Reid, said: “A big

thank you goes to the pupils who received

many compliments for their exemplary

behaviour from the guide, the drivers and

members of the public at the theatre. They

were a pleasure to be with and a real

credit to the College.”
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Morning Eucharistic Services take

place at Upper Site tomorrow and at

Lower Site on Thursday. Year 5 Tran-

sition open afternoon takes place from

2pm today and there is a meeting at

6pm for the parents of those students

going on the London trip. Y8 French

trip leaves on Wednesday night.

News in brief

London called for Year 8
November

Tower of power

On Ash Wednesday, ‘poor’ Year 8

students had just soup and a

bread roll. They also had to watch

in envy, as a small group of pupils were

served a three course meal, complete

with waiteress service. This was the Rich

Man Poor Man lunch in aid of CAFOD

and, as Ash Wednesday is a day of fast-

ing, the College decided to make good

use of the challenge to go hungry. 

In February, we reported on how Y8

‘Buddies’ helped younger students

with their reading. The Y8s took time

out to encourage our Year 7’s interest

in books. The Buddy scheme was the

toast of Lower Site, as pupils from Y7

and Y8 were rewarded with a tasty

breaktime treat for their participation.

In December, our Year 8

students entered into the

festive spirit by going to

see Aladdin at the Liverpool Play-

house. The students got fully in-

volved, booing the Evil Morganna

the moment  he stepped onto the

stage and cheering Aladdin and

Princess Willow, as they defeated

his dastardly intentions.
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December

Last month, our Y8s pro-

duced a towering display of

fundraising as they lined their play-

ground with coins, raising £1,200 for

Cafod. The distance of the coins when

added together came to three times the

height of the Eiffel Tower, or seven

times that of the Radio City Tower.
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March


