
Our Year 11 students were preparing for

life after Sacred Heart last week, as they

took part in mock interviews.

The three day session, run by the Sefton

Education Business Partnership (SEBP),

saw representatives from organisations

such as Hugh Baird College, Merseyside

Police, One Vision Housing, United Utili-

ties and many more, offer advice to stu-

dents on anything from filling in

application forms, writing covering letters

and CVs to interview techniques.

Ann Edwards, the Employability Inter-

view Co-ordinator with SEBP, explained

more about the process: “We help students

with their applications and offer guidance

for their interviews.

“The students get a lot out of it. We have

helped with applications for college and

even university, along with offering advice

for those looking to stay on at school or go

on apprenticeships.”

Josef Banks (11S) was among those who

took part in an interview and was pleased

with the help he received. Josef said: “I am

looking for a career in engineering or

plumbing and we discussed what skills

and qualifications I will need. I was given

advice on how to present myself and how

I want be received by the interviewer.

“I was told how to write a CV in a formal

way and what questions to expect in an in-

terview. The session was really helpful.”

Josef’s interviewer, Debbie Banks from

HMRC, was impressed with Josef and all

the students she spoke to over the three

day event. Debbie said: “Josef was ab-

solutely brilliant. He was really confident,

gave very assured answers and was very

mature in his outlook. I would employ him

straight away.

“I have been very impressed with all the

students, they have all conducted them-

selves in a very mature and respectful

manner. It has been a pleasure to come to

Sacred Heart and help the students here.”
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Here we snow

With the annual ski trip to Austria

leaving next week, students spent last

month practising on the slopes of

Runcorn Ski Centre. 

Among those who will be accompany-

ing the students is PE’s Mr Burke, he

said: “All the basics have been cov-

ered, such as learning how to put ski

boots on, getting onto a pair of skis,

sliding down a slope whilst under

control and, finally, how to get up

after falling down. 

It is hoped that by covering these

basic skills, our first few hours on the

real snow in Austria will be much

more enjoyable and will see our stu-

dents rapidly progressing to the blue

(quite difficult) or red (very difficult)

slopes. The Dry Ski sessions have

been hard work but great fun and all

involved have been a credit to the

College in the way they have acquit-

ted themselves.”



A project which helps victims of discrimi-

nation and injustice has been undertaken by

students from Year 11.

The group, in conjunction with Amnesty

International, have already had cause for

celebration after helping to free Iranian

human rights lawyer, Nasrin Sotoudeh. 

Nasrin (pictured, top right), who is well re-

spected in Iran for helping to defend chil-

dren facing the death penalty, was serving a

six year prison sentence in Evin Prison,

Tehran. The lawyer claims she was con-

victed in an ‘unfair trial’ for ‘spreading

propaganda against the system’ and ‘acting

against national security’. 

Nasrin claims all she had done was her job,

which was to defend her clients in court.

During her time in prison, Nasrin says her

family were not able to visit her and that

she spent a lot of time in solitary confine-

ment. Students here wrote letters to the

Iranian Government asking for Nasrin to be

freed after hearing of her plight through

Amnesty International. 

Nasrin, with the help of our students,  won

her battle for freedom in September, hav-

ing served two of the six year sentence.

Poppy Law (11H) explains why she got in-

volved, she said: “I think being involved

with Amnesty International and writing let-

ters to free innocent people who have been

persecuted is very important. 

“We need to offer our help to those that

truly need it and stand up for what is right.

It is satisfying to know that you are helping

people who are suffering.” 

Callum Hurley (11H) echoed Poppy’s sen-

timents by saying:  “ We shy away too often

from other people’s problems when they

are in need of help. I wrote the Amnesty let-

ters to help save an individual.” 

Other cases students at the College’s

Amnesty project are working on include;

Jean-Claude Roger Mbede from

Cameroon, who is suffering from discrim-

ination, Juan Almonte Herrera from the Do-

minican Republic, who disappeared and

Thongpaseuth Keuakoun and Seng-Aloun

Phengphanh from Laos, who were impris-

oned for 14 years for demonstrating in a

peaceful manner. 

Elsewhere, Year 9 students sent Christmas

cards to other prisoners of conscience

around the world who faced the prospect of

Christmas day in prison. The cards gave

hope to these innocent people.

Head of RE, Mr Moorhead, said: “Overall,

the students’ response to the Amnesty proj-

ect has been very uplifting. They genuinely

wanted to help right a wrong.” 
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Morning Eucharistic Services take-

place at Upper Site tomorrow and

at Lower Site on Thursday. 

Year 11 Drama Night takes place

from 7pm tonight in the Drama

Studio. There is a Danceathon at

4pm tomorrow in St Edward Hall. 

On Wednesday and Thursday, Year

7 students will visit St George’s

Hall to see, The Greatest Story Ever
Told.  

Also on Wednesday, there is GCSE

Drama Moderation, an Evening

Service at the Metropolitan Cathe-

dral from 2.30pm and Year 9 Op-

tions Evening.  

Silver Surfers meet at 3.30pm in G8

on Thursday and, finally, the trips

to both Prague and Austria depart

on Friday.

News in brief

Amnesty project helps free

lawyer from jail sentence 

Congratulations to the Year 9 football

team who have reached the semi-final

of the Sefton Cup. The 9s progessed

thanks to a very impressive 7-2 vic-

tory over Merchant Taylors.

Merchants mauled


