
During the early hours of Friday, 15th

November, 77 bleary eyed students and

staff set off for our nation’s capital, writes
Head of History, Mrs Garner. 
After a long journey, we arrived at one of

our greatest national monuments, Hamp-

ton Court Palace. 

Upon our arrival, we were greeted by the

smiling face of our jovial guide, Nigel,

who was to be one of the highlights of the

trip. For the next couple of hours, we

were regaled with entertaining stories and

facts about the palace, Henry VIII and his

six wives and, of course, William of Or-

ange. The Palace’s architecture and décor

wowed us, especially the private quarters

of William and Mary, and Henry’s Great

Hall. 

From Hampton Court, we made our way

to central London, making a brief pit stop

at our hotel en-route to Planet Holly-

wood, where we enjoyed lunch sur-

rounded by a plethora of cinema

memorabilia and stars of the silver

screen.

From there, we made our way to the The-

atre Royal, Drury Lane, to see Charlie

and the Chocolate Factory

After a good night’s sleep and a full Eng-

lish, we were ready to start all over again. 

We met Nigel outside the Natural History

Museum and embarked on a fascinating

tour of London, taking in sites such as the

Houses of Parliament, Trafalgar Square,

Westminster Abbey, The Cenotaph and

Downing Street, with just enough time to

stop for a photo opportunity at Bucking-

ham Palace in the glorious sunshine.
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Exchange trip activities continue

until Thursday this week. There is a

meeting in St Edward Hall at 6pm to-

morrow for the parents of those stu-

dents going on the Prague trip. 

There is a Y13 Psychology conference

in Manchester on Thursday. The

PTA Shopping Night is on Friday

from 7.30pm in the Lower Site Hall.

News in brief

Book

fair was

a novel

idea
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We then made our way to the infa-

mous Tower of London, which gave

us an insight into the gruesome

darker side of Tudor history.

Among the exhibits were terrible in-

struments of torture, dangerous

Early Modern weapons and impos-

ing suits of armour. We were then

treated to the more glamorous side

of British History as we had the op-

portunity to view the extraordinary

Crown Jewels.

After building up an appetite, we

battled through the traffic to

Covent Garden for lunch. This was

the highlight for many: an opportu-

nity to shop. After two hours of en-

joying retail therapy and the many

street performers, we were ready to

make our long journey home, ex-

hausted but exhilarated from the

many sights, sounds and history

which London has to offer.

A big thank you goes out to Miss

Lynch, Mr Gardiner, Mrs Steele,

Miss Clarke, Mrs Fagan and Mr

Robertson for giving up their time to

make this visit possible. Also thanks

to the pupils who received many

compliments for their exemplary be-

haviour from the guide, the drivers

and members of the public at the

theatre. They were a pleasure to be

with and a real credit to the College

and their parents.  

Students at Lower Site enjoyed a fair with a

difference recently and raised nearly £500

for new books for the College Library.

The College’s inaugural book fair took

place over three days and saw young book-

worms snapping up everything from Harry

Potter to Horrible Histories.

Staff and students spent an impressive

£878.87, of which £439.44 will be rein-

vested in the College Library.

Event organiser and Library Assistant, Mrs

McAndrew, was delighted with the event’s

success, she said: “The event was promoted

well on Lower Site by Year 7 & 8 Form Tu-

tors. Pupils were able to purchase books, not

only at lunch times and break times, but also

till 4pm on Thursday and also during their

timetabled English lessons, thanks to the

support of the English Department. 

“A large selection of bright and colourful

stationery was also available to purchase. 

“The enthusiasm of the students was over-

whelming and we received the fantastic sum

of £878.87 which has resulted in £439.44 in

Scholastic Book rewards for the College. 

“A large variety of books were on offer,

some at very reduced prices, from popular

authors such as Joseph Delaney, Suzanne

Collins ,Michelle Paver and the favourite of

many a teenage girl, Jacqueline Wilson.”


