
A number of our Sixth Form students trav-
elled to Cambridge recently to discover
what university life is really like. Among
those who set out on the fact-finding tour
was Deputy Head Boy, Michael Rostock
(13H). Here is his account of the trip: 
After a four hour coach ride, we started our

tour of Cambridge with a visit to Magdalene

College, one of around 30 colleges that

make up Cambridge University. 

Each college is separate from one another.

They all have their own accommodation

and facilities, so it is important to check

them out individually, to see which one suits

you best. They can all be hugely different to

one another, in terms of size and subject mix

etc. 

We visited some of the largest and most im-

pressive colleges, such as King’s College

and St John’s College and some smaller

ones such as Christ’s College. All the col-

leges were hugely impressive, with massive

buildings all surrounded by huge lawns and

gardens and each with their own great hall

for eating and ‘formals’, common room, li-

brary and chapel etc. 

We found our way around the University

thanks to a mass of student helpers who

were tasked with escorting us around their

colleges, showing us accommodation and

other facilities. 

Subject talks and sample lectures were also

extremely interesting. Each head of depart-

ment is extremely devoted to their work and

research and this came across in their talks. 

We found that studying at Cambridge is a

different experience than you would other-

wise find in other universities, with small,

weekly ‘supervision’ classes (groups of

three of four) being the root of all learning.

Cambridge is quite small, with plenty of

shops, restaurants and cafes.

We enjoyed a boat ride along the River Cam

when the weather was perfect for punting.

Punting gave us a chance to see more of

Cambridge and we found out later that punt-

ing is much harder than it looks.

Visiting Cambridge gave us an insight into

how the university works, allowing us to see

first hand what studying at Cambridge

might feel like and how it differs from other

universities. 
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Heartbeat
Sixth Form students take

a punt on Cambridge

There are morning Eucharistic

services at Upper Site on Tuesday

and at Lower Site on Thursday. 

Also on Thursday, a number of

Sixth Form students will travel to

Oxford University. The group will

depart at 1.30pm on Thursday, re-

turning Friday. 

On Friday, our Drama students

travel to Bolton’s Octagon Theatre

to see a performance of An Inspec-
tor Calls. 
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Musical summer a success

Summer proved to be a busy time for our
musical students as they performed con-
certs both home and abroad. Head of
Music, Mr Foy, explains:
Our summer programme started as we pro-

vided the music at the Jospice Summer

Service and Strawberry Tea. 

Several of our Sixth Formers played solo

music during the reflections. Afterwards, we

played some lighter pieces as incidental

music during the tea. 

We then presented a Summer Concert at St

Nicholas Church to raise money for Marcos

Ringle. The programme consisted of some

of our finest musicians performing complex

music to a very high standard. 

The newly formed Samba Band and Jazz

Trio entertained the audience, who turned

out in numbers to support our students. The

College Choir ended the first half by per-

forming music from some of the country’s

most prolific contemporary composers. 

Among the many highlights were the solo

pieces by Danielle Thomas; a former stu-

dent who has recently performed for Roy-

alty and made several TV appearances. 

The second half saw the College Choir join

forces with the St Nicholas Singers to pres-

ent Gloria by Vivaldi. 

The St Nicholas Singers are a local Com-

munity Choir which boasts many Sacred

Heart connections. The vast majority are

current or former students and staff and in-

clude many parents of students past and

present. 

The second half was accompanied by

Richard Lea, the organist at Liverpool Met-

ropolitan Cathedral of Christ the King.

Richard was so impressed with the standard

of music, he has invited the Choir to sing at

the Cathedral as soon as can be arranged. 

It was not just a celebration of the musical

talents and achievements of our students; a

section of our art exhibition was also on dis-

play for the audience to admire.

This was a real exhibition of Sacred Heart in

the community, as students and staff, past

and present, came together to perform music

of such a high quality and all to remember

and help a former student. 

This was followed by a tour of Barcelona

which saw the ensembles present four con-

certs. The tour operator and packed

churches were amazed by the standard of

musicianship displayed by teenagers. They

received a five minute standing ovation after

our first concert. The reception was simi-

larly positive at the other venues.

The students have worked hard all year, at-

tending rehearsals and practising at home. I

am very proud of their success as they

should be. 

Views in brief
The students acted as fantastic am-

bassadors for Sacred Heart on the

tour of Barcelona. The standard of

music surpassed my expectations;

each and every one of them rose to

the occasion. I believe they will re-

member and cherish the positive ex-

periences afforded to them for the

rest of their lives. 

Mrs Wheeler

This was my third music tour and by

far the best. The reception we re-

ceived from the audiences was over-

whelming, I felt very proud and

privileged to perform in such presti-

gious venues. I can’t wait to take part

in all of the music events next year.

Emma Foy (12C)

It was great to experience so many

activities on the trip to Barcelona, 

especially the day in Port Aventura.

Mixing with, and making friends

with students from different year

groups, and performing at such

amazing churches will definitely be

something I remember for a long

time. I cannot wait for the next one. 

Hannah Edmunds (12C)


