
Kumusta Ka? T’aos-puso Ka naming t’i-

nanggap sa aming paaralan

This was how students at Lower Site

greeted Father Joseph, writes RE’s Mr
Bennett.
For those of you whose Tagallon is not

up to scratch, they said: “How are you?

You’re welcome to our school.” 

Father Joseph was at the College to cel-

ebrate Mass but, this time, there was a

truly international dimension, in the St.

Bede’s Chapel at Lower Site

Among the students to welcome Father

Joseph was Joshua Coyne (8E). He said:

“I was honoured to welcome Father

Joseph into our school in his own lan-

guage. He seemed happy and thankful

that we spoke to him in that way.” 

Another budding linguist, Elspeth Mc-

Cauley (7E) felt meeting Father Joseph

was a ‘really good experience’. She

said: “We learned how to speak a little

of his language and having part of the

Mass in his language was really inter-

esting.” 

The visit rounded off the College’s

fundraising project to help the people of

Father Joseph’s native Philippines, fol-

lowing the devastating typhoon in No-

vember. 

Form 8E, who had raised the most

money with their coin collection, were

present, along with 7E, to present a

cheque for £600 during the Offertory. 

This was far more than a symbolic ges-

ture: it summarises the philosophy be-

hind our charitable work. 

Having heard about the disaster, we re-

sponded by fundraising but, rather than

simply send money, we invite people in

to tell us how the money will be spent. 

In this way, we are involving ourselves

in the lives of people both locally and,

in this case, around the world.
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Heartbeat
Students say hello to our

friends in the Philippines 
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Students teach

staff a sporting

lesson for charity

News in brief
GCSE Exams continue this week,

Year 8 Assessment week starts today

as does the Year 11 flexible timetable.

On Wednesday, Y10 students are on a

trip to Bletchley Park Museum. 

Also on Wednesday, good luck to those

students involved in the Catholic

Schools Athletics at Wavertree.
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By presenting our cheque during

Mass, the whole project is rooted in

our mission to be a caring Christian

community – the altar providing the

direct link with the church in the

Philippines. This link was further em-

phasised when we said the Our Fa-

ther: as the pupils said each line of

the prayer, Father Joseph repeated it

in his dialect.

We now have direct contact with the

Diocese in the Philippines and, over

the coming weeks, pupils will be writ-

ing to the local churches to find out

more about the lives of the people

and how our money will help rebuild

houses and schools. 

Byron Farrelly, and Elspeth Mc-

Cauley  (both 7E) clearly felt closely

involved with the project, saying, “I

hope the money we have raised will

help the people in the Philippines to

rebuild their houses.” 

By celebrating Mass and having the

direct contact, we feel we are not just

giving to a charity – we are sharing

with friends in need. Hakan Selcuk

(7E) summed this up by saying: “It

was an experience-and-a-half to meet

someone from the Philippines and to

welcome him in his dialect. It felt like

we were making friends. Hopefully

this friendship will continue in the fu-

ture.”

Joshua Coyne made an interesting

point to show how he had benefitted

from the experience. He said: “I’m

sure our money will change people’s

lives and help make their country

better again, but it’s made me appre-

ciate the small things in life.”

The final word, from Jack Branford

(7E) sums up the feeling of all in-

volved: “It was very nice to meet Fr.

Joseph and I hope he had a good visit

to Sacred Heart. In the future, I hope

he visits again.”In the netball, our female staff and stu-

dents went head-to-head recently as

they took part in a charity Netball

match, writes Head of Year 8, Mrs
Campbell.
The 14 energetic and eager members

of staff challenged the Sixth Form

Under 18 Champions to a match to

raise money for Survive-MIVA, a

Catholic lay association which provide

a vital element for the success of the

Church’s health and pastoral work in

areas of great need - a means of trans-

port. 

After an impressive start, Miss L Jones

wowed the watching crowd with her

skillful shooting ability.

However, age and stamina impacted on

the staff and the 6th Form’s youth and

talent, combined with Mrs Williams’

stict adherence to the correct rules,

saw the students triumph.

A big thank you goes to all the staff

and students who supported this event.

Some of our more energetic staff took on the

Sixth Form football team recently in a spe-

cially arranged charity match, writes Stu-
dent Teacher Patrick Robertson.
The first half began with a flurry of goals

from the 6th Formers, who used their pace

to take advantage of the staff, who were

shaking off a few years of rust. 

As half time came, the underdogs were 4-1

down and it appeared a rout was on the

cards but, with the rock solid defending by

Mr Thirlwall and Mr Scott, combined  with

the vision of Mr Douglas  and the trickiness

of Mr Robertson in midfield, the staff fought

back with a hatrick from Mr Griffiths. Un-

fortunately. the comeback was short lived,

as the 6th Form responded with five more

second half goals with only one in reply as

the students showed their superior talents to

win 9-5. 

At the final whistle, both teams shook hands

as cheers rang out from the day’s real win-

ners, our very own students, who had come

down in their droves to cheer every tackle,

pass and goal and help raise money for Sur-

vive MIVA.


