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Heartbeat
Young Lion Rob captains

England to cup glory
Congratulations to Rob Gilroy (12R) who has

completed a memorable season on the football

pitch.

The Year 12 student recently captained England

at U18 level when they beat Scotland 3-1 to win

the Lloyds TSB Trophy.

His performance in that match, played at St

Johnstone’s McDiarmid Park in Perth, Scot-

land, capped a memorable season, which also

saw him score against Wales and concluded re-

cently with a 1-1 draw against New Zealand.

Naturally, the 17-year-old, who describes him-

self as an ‘unorthodox central midfielder’ is de-

lighted with how the season has gone. He said:

“It’s been unbelievable. You never think, as a

kid, you are going to pull on the Three Lions

shirt and captain your country. It has definitely

been the highlight of everything I’ve done in

football.”

Rob’s progress has been meteoric, having

started out in the Bootle & District League, he

then went on to play for the youth and reserve

sides of both Wrexham and Chester.

His performances for those clubs saw him se-

lected for the Merseyside County team, who he

is captain of, and the Great Britain team, for

whom he took part in the FISEC World Cham-

pionships in Malta last July.

Looking ahead, and with Football League clubs

now sniffing around the prodigious talent, Rob

knows he has to put the hours in, not just on the

training pitch, but in the classroom too. He

added: “I’m in Year 12 now, it’s a very impor-

tant time, education-wise, with exams and

studying. Even though my football career is re-

ally taking shape, I realise just how important it

is to still work hard in school and get good

grades. That is just as important right now and

I will be doing all I can to get the best possible

grades.”



Two of our Year 12 students swapped
Crosby for Italy recently, as they trav-
elled to Padua as part of the Comenius
project.
The eduactional scheme has been cre-
ated to try and break down cultural bar-
riers between European countries and is
something staff and students at Sacred
Heart have been involved with for five
years. Lily Spiers (12C) and Jessica
Davis (12H) give us an account of their
time in Padua.
We spent the first two days with out host

families exploring Padua and Venice in

the sun, with plenty of ‘gelato’ to keep us

cool.

On Monday, we met with the other ex-

change students from the Netherlands and

Germany at the Italian school. We took

part in some interesting workshops on the

theme of ‘Water’ followed by a gruelling

20km bike ride along the beautiful canal

banks. The week’s activities were a lot

more challenging than we had expected,

including an exhausting treasure hunt,

which saw us in competing teams collect-

ing facts about the city. The pain in our

feet was quickly forgotten after the free

ice cream that awaited us at the finish

line.

We visited Venice on Thursday and spent

the day sampling Venetian cuisine and

buying souvenirs but were shocked to dis-

cover a gondola ride costs 80 Euros. So

we just admired them from the bridges!

The highlight of the week would defi-

nitely have to be the farewell party on Fri-

day night. It was the perfect way to end a

wonderful week. Although, saying good-

bye to all our new foreign friends was bit-

tersweet. We have made some firm

friends and look forward to keeping in

touch with them. The project is a great

way to experience the life and culture of

another European country. It made us

think about the things we have in com-

mon but also what makes our own culture

distinctive. Living with a host family of-

fers an insight that you just can’t get from

a holiday and we have many happy mem-

ories of our time in Italy. 

A big thank you to Mrs Connor for ac-

companying us and to Mrs Stewart for all

her hard work organising the whole ex-

change.
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Lily and Kate report back

from their Italian job

News in brief
GCSE Exams start today. Good luck

to those students involved in the

English Schools Athletics event at

Wavertree tomorrow. On Wednes-

day, at 1.30pm, there is the Year 11

Leavers’ Mass at SS Peter & Paul’s

Church. On Thursday, the Silver

Surfers meet at 3.45 in G8 and on

Friday, there is a Year 12 Drama Re-

vision Workshop. This will take place

in the Drama Studio from 10am.


