
Last month, our Year 12 ICT students
travelled to Paris on a factfinding mis-
sion as part of their course. Among the
four staff who accompanied them was
Mrs Fagan, here is her account of their
trip.
On Monday, February  4, 33 Year 12 ICT

students and four members staff, Mr and

Mrs Askew, Mrs Fagan and Mr Holt, met

at John Liverpool Airport to fly to Paris for

the annual ICT study trip to Disneyland.

Our flight was on time and we arrived at

the Hotel Cheyenne at 10pm and went to

bed.

Following an early breakfast, we had our

first seminar on the use of ICT in the Dis-

ney theme parks.

As part of their AS ICT course, students

must study the role of Information Tech-

nology in large organisations. Following

the seminar, we had a couple of hours free

to get our first proper taste of Euro Disney.

At this time of year, the parks are quiet, so

queues are very short and we were able to

get in a quite a few rides before our next

workshop. The student workshop con-

sisted of designing a ride to incorporate as

many of Euro Disney’s key themes as pos-

sible and to look at the use of ICT in the

design. Students worked in groups and had

to give a presentation.

The rest of the day was spent park-hop-

ping, enjoying rides such as The Tower of

Terror, Space Mountain, The Toy Story

Parachute Drop and the rides of Snow

White and Pinnochio.

We were also fortunate enough to see a

fabulous laser display, complete with fire-

works, which rounded off a great fun-

packed day in the park. Students gained

plenty of material for their projects and

took lots of photos.

We had a very nice dinner in Planet Hol-

lywood and then a relaxing time in Disney

Village before heading back to the hotel

for a good night’s sleep.

Wednesday was a bight, sunny day, perfect

for a day in Paris. 
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Heartbeat
ICT students riding high

after Paris factfinder trip



The Dining Halls on Ash Wednesday gave

most staff and pupils much to complain

about, writes RE’s Mr Bennett.
The menu offered just a starter and very

small portions and the only salt available

would have been used to rub into the

wounds of the students who had such mea-

gre offerings, while they watched in envy as

a small group of pupils were served a three

course meal by teachers who provided wait-

ress service.

This, of course, was the rich man poor man

lunch in aid of CAFOD. 

As Ash Wednesday is a day of fasting, the

College decided to make good use of the

challenge to go hungry. 

Having all received ashes in the morning in

services which reminded us that Lent was

beginning, the time to step back and to think

about how we might live better, more loving

lives, the College wanted to link prayer to

action. 

By choosing to do without their normal

meal, pupils and staff went hungry – there

was no shortage of comments along the

lines of, ‘is that it?, which might seem a

strange thing to volunteer for, but this lead

us to think about the people throughout the

world who have to live with hunger day in

and day out. 

A small number of pupils eating a full meal,

more than was necessary, was a visible re-

minder of the way the world is: some have

more than enough, many go hungry.

All the money paid for the meals goes to our

CAFOD fundraising for this half term. By

volunteering to go hungry, those who took

part were not so much giving money to

charity as sharing what they had with the

poor of the world. 

Perhaps those who chose not to take part

would like to think about giving something

up in Lent and sharing the money they

would have spent with the poor?

Our special thanks go to the kitchen staff on

both sites for their generosity in changing

the menu and allowing the money raised to

go to CAFOD.
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Following our final lecture, we caught

the train to Châtelet-Les Halles and

made our way to Notre Dame. 

We all made it up the 300+ steps and

enjoyed a panoramic view of Paris and

its landmarks. From here, we had a

quick pit stop for lunch before heading

to the Louvre, where all the students

got to see the Mona Lisa. 

We then strolled through the Tuileries

Gardens, along the Seine, taking in the

Eiffel Tower before arriving at the

Champs Elysees. We then visited the

Arc de Triomphe, before heading back

to Disney Village for dinner and then

back to the hotel. 

Everyone was shattered but agreed the

day in Paris had been ‘fantastique’. 

Our final day was again bright and

sunny and we spent the day in the

parks, revisiting our favourite rides

and getting last bits of information,

photos and shopping. 

Although we were all tired, we felt a bit

sad leaving Mickey, Minnie and all our

other Disney chums and headed back

to the airport laden with sovenirs. 

Our flight was on time and we arrived

back at Liverpool at 9.30pm. As ever,

our students were a credit to the Col-

lege and all agree that the trip will be

most useful for their coursework. I

know the students wish to say ‘merci’

to Mrs Askew for organising such a

great trip and would like to thank all

staff who accompanied them.
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Year 10 begin their two week work ex-

perience placements today. 

Good luck to students taking part in

the Athletics Finals in Leasowe tomor-

row. On Friday, a touring theatre com-

pany will perform Macbeth for Year 9

students in St Edward Hall at 1.30pm.  

News in brief

Rich man poor man lunch

leaves food for thought


