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History brought to life as

students visit the capital

In the early hours of Friday, 16th Novem-

ber, 75 bleary eyed pupils and staff set off

for London, writes Head of History, Mrs
Garner. 
After a long journey, we arrived at one of

our greatest national monuments, Hamp-

ton Court Palace. Upon our arrival, we

were greeted by our jovial guide, Nigel,

who was to be one of the highlights of the

trip. For the next couple of hours, we were

regaled with entertaining stories and facts

about the palace, Henry VIII and his six

wives and, of course, William of Orange.

The Palace’s architecture and décor

wowed us, especially the private quarters

of William and Mary and Henry’s Great

Hall. 

From Hampton Court, we made our way

to central London, making a brief pit stop

at our hotel en route to Planet Hollywood.

Surrounded by a plethora of cinema mem-

orabilia and stars of the silver screen, we

enjoyed our evening meal.

From there, we made

our way to the The-

atre Royal, Drury

Lane, to see Shrek,

The Musical, where

hilarious perform-

ances from Donkey

and Lord Farquaad

brought the house

down. The grand fi-

nale of The Monkeys’

I’m A Believer, had

everyone clapping and

joining in. 

After a good night’s

sleep and a full English, we were ready to

start all over again. We met Nigel outside

the Grosvenor Hotel on Park Lane and

embarked on a fascinating tour of London

taking in sites such as the Houses of Par-

liament, Trafalgar Square, Westminster

Abbey, The Cenotaph and Downing

Street, with just enough time to stop for a

photo opportunity at Buckingham Palace

in the pouring rain. 

We then made our way to the infamous

Tower of London, which gave us an in-

sight into the gruesome darker side of

Tudor history, including viewing some ter-

rible instruments of torture, dangerous

Early Modern weapons and imposing suits

of armour. We were then treated to the



Our Year 8 students said ‘bonjour’ to

an old friend recently as a former

pupil returned for three days.

Ilona Capitaine (pictured, second left)

was one of our Year 7 students last

year but left when her family re-

turned home to France.

However, her family were back in

Crosby recently and Ilona was de-

lighted to return to Sacred Heart

where, for three days, she slipped

back into the old routine.

Following her short stay, Ilona’s

mother, Corine, wrote to thank her

friends and staff at the College for

welcoming her back with open arms.

Corine said: “A big  thank you to all

of you. Ilona had a fantastic time

back in Liverpool and, above all,

among her friends in ‘her’ secondary

school. 

“She really wishes she could carry on

her studies in Sacred Heart. Thank

you for letting her in. We will keep in

touch and might come again.”

Ilona’s friends from 8A were also

quick to wish her well.

Peter Fletcher said: “It was delightful

to have Ilona back.  She will always

be part of our caring college.”

Ciara Moriarty echoed those senti-

ments: “It was great having Ilona

back. Have a nice time in France, we

will miss you.”

While Olivia Taylor-Goy hopes that

Ilona will make a second return in the

future: “We missed you and can’t

wait to have you back again.”
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News in brief
Year 11 Assessment Week starts today.

There are Eucharistic Services at

8.20am on Upper today and at Lower

on Thursday. The Mission Impossible

Maths Challenge takes place in the

Prep Hall on Tuesday and Wednesday.

The Year 7 & 8 Christmas Disco is on

Tuesday at 7pm in the Lower Site

Hall. On Thursday, Silver Surfers

meet at 3.45pm in G8 and there is Y8

Confirmation at St Peter & Paul from

6.30pm. Year 7 & 8 tag rugby takes

place in St Michael’s School on Friday.

Friends reunited

as Ilona returns

more glamorous side of British History, as

we had the opportunity to view the ex-

traordinary Crown Jewels.

After building up an appetite, we battled

through the traffic to Covent Garden for

lunch. This was the highlight for many: an

opportunity to shop! After two hours of en-

joying retail therapy and the many street

performers, we were ready to make our

long journey home, exhausted but exhila-

rated from the many sights, sounds and

history which London has to offer.

A big thank you goes out to Mrs Reid, Mr

Gardiner, Mrs Steele, Miss Clarke, Mrs

Fagan and Mr Robertson for giving up

half of their weekend to make this visit

possible. Also thanks to the pupils who re-

ceived many compliments for their exem-

plary behaviour from the guide, the

drivers and hotel staff. They were a pleas-

ure to be with and a real credit to the

school and their parents.  


