
During half-term, a number of students
went on the annual pilgrimage to Ypres
to pay their respects to those who made
the ultimate sacrifice. 
Head of History, Mrs Garner, gives us
her account of the trip.
On the 19th October, 58 members of the

CEF (Crosby Expeditionary Force) re-

ported for duty at first light (7.30am).

They were ready, willing and able to begin

a mission of pilgrimage to the Ypres

Salient, scene of some of the most sus-

tained trench warfare of World War I. 

The pupils, along with seven staff, left Sa-

cred Heart on the long journey to Dover

for an afternoon crossing. Ultimate desti-

nation was the Poppies Hotel, set in the

beautifully restored medieval Belgian

town of Ypres, alternatively known as

‘Wipers’ to the British Tommies on the

Western Front.

With the objective of the visit to learn

about and appreciate the experience of the

soldiers of all nations, one of our first vis-

its early on Saturday morning was to

Diksmuide. Guided by an excellent Flem-

ish expert Marshal, the so called ‘Trench

of Death’ was a restored section of the line

on the River Yser, where the Belgian de-

fences were built up to head height, the

’polder land’ being too waterlogged to ex-

cavate trenches in the usual way.

We also visited Essex Farm Cemetery,

where John McCrae wrote his famous

poem ‘In Flanders Fields’ which was

beautifully read to us, outside what re-

mains of the concrete dugouts, by Jack

Gillard (8D)

In the relatively mild weather, lunch in

Ypres was welcome as an opportunity to

load up with rations of Belgian chocolate

and waffles before heading to the Paschen-

daele Trench and Dugout Experience, in

order to walk through a reconstruction of

a system of dugouts, 10 metres below the

ground.

In the afternoon, we also stopped at

Langemarck, a suitably sombre Germanic

military cemetery containing 44,000

enemy dead. 

It was very clear that our pupils would be

as respectful of the German dead as those

of the ‘British Empire’. 

One of the last visits of the day was to the

impressive Tyne Cot British Military

cemetery, the largest of its type in the

world, each individual grave beautifully

maintained by the CWGC and marked in

Portland stone. 

Our pupils were fascinated to find graves

of teenagers, Liverpudlians, Jewish and
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News in brief
There are Eucharistic Services at

Upper Site from 8.20am tomorrow

and at Lower Site on Thursday. 

SVP meet in Nazareth House at

3.30pm tomorrow.  Choir rehearsals

and Samba practice take place at

3.40pm in the Prep Hall on Wednes-

day and Thursday respectively. Also

on Thursday, Silver Surfers meet at

3.40pm in G8. On Friday, Orchestra

rehearsals take place in the Prep Hall

from 11.50am. Scout Award Day takes

place in St Edward Hall from 8.30am

on Saturday. Well done to the Y8

Football team who have progressed to

Round 2 of the Sefton Cup after beat-

ing Birkdale 4-2 on penalties. The

match finished 1-1 after 90 minutes.
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You’re in the Army now

Muslim soldiers, ANZACS, Canadians

and so many men still unidentified. Few

were left unmoved by the scale of a site

containing around 12,000 British Empire

dead. 

After a hot meal of Flemish stew, we gath-

ered in reflective mood at the famous

Menin Gate Ceremony of Remembrance.

Held at 8pm every night since 1928, this

is Belgium’s tribute to the 55,000 dead of

the British forces who have no known

grave. 

To the skirl of the bagpipes, a wreath was

laid by Eve Ronson (8S), Maxim

Ainsworth (8C) and Mr Gardiner on behalf

of Scared Heart, watched by hundreds of

silent witnesses from all around the world.

All were privileged to be at an event that

will not be quickly forgotten.

Sunday began with a trip to Bedford

House Cemetery, where we were directed

by Mr Thirlwall to the grave of Private

Thomas Peaceful, inspiration to the

Michael Murpergo story that was, for

many of them, the main context for their

visit to Flanders Fields.

Silence

We also took the opportunity to visit Hill

60 (60 metres above sea level being wor-

thy of note in Belgium and of vital strate-

gic advantage in a flat landscape) and the

neighbouring crater. Here, Australian min-

ers had tunnelled at great depth and dis-

tance to literally blow up the German

defences, leaving vast craters that remain

to this day. It was at one of these craters,

surrounded by Autumn colours and to a

background of birdsong, a minute’s silence

was observed by the pupils after readings

and prayers led by the staff.

Our final visit was to the Hooge Crater

Museum to see a collection packed with

artefacts, ranging from a huge selection of

uniforms, weapons and medals to less ob-

vious items like copies of the British Army

newspaper, the ‘Wipers Times’, trench art

made from shell cases and a unique, intact,

German field kitchen (to confirm the old

maxim that an army marches on its stom-

ach).

With duties complete, the CEF re-em-

barked for Blighty at 2.40pm on Sunday,

mission accomplished. Most received of-

ficial commendations for conduct!

On behalf of myself and the pupils, a big

‘thank you’ goes out to Mr Hughes, Mr

Gardiner, Mr Thirlwall, Mrs Reid, Miss

Niescier and Mrs Fagan for giving up

some of their half-term break to make this

pilgrimage possible.  

Students swapped the classroom for

a Careers Day at Altcar Army base

in Hightown recently, writes Head of
Year 10, Miss Clarke. 
As we made our way through the

mud, the students enjoyed a variety

of activities organised by the Army

Careers team, including real tanks to

climb on, helicopters and light air-

craft to sit in, Army face painting

and many interactive exibitions to

visit. Displays were shown in the

main area from all areas of the Army

and RAF. There were also sports,

areas and students stook full advan-

tage of facilities on offer, joining in

with boxing, football and some even

having a go on an Army assault

course. There were also opportunities

to take part in military scenarios in a

reconstructed war zone setting. 

The medical display was also of great

interest and they learnt how to per-

form CPR on an animal. 

Students left tired but with a real in-

sight into Armed Forces life. 


