
On Thursday, September 13, Beth Sulli-
van (12H), Jessica Davis (12H), Katy
Marsh (12D), Sian Wilson (12D) and
Harry Cooney (12S) visited Oxford Uni-
versity as part of a factfinding mission. 
Here is an account of the trip from Beth
and Jess.
The trip started off well as we all piled in

to Mrs Garner’s car, along with (Assistant

Director of Upper School) Mrs Fagan.

Four hours later, we arrived at Oxford and

noted the vast amount of bicycles lining

the pavements.

It was getting dark by the time we arrived

at the gates of Trinity College. As we

made our way in, we were surprised to see

a gaggle of students venturing off on a

night out - this despite our pre-conceived

ideas that a social life and an Oxford edu-

cation were mutually exclusive.

A visit to the porter’s lodge, where we were

given our room keys, revealed that Jess and

Harry would be staying on the same stair-

case Mr Walker had, back when he was a

student there himself. Hungry and excited,

we traipsed the streets for a reasonably

priced Italian restaurant, which we duly

found.

Following our meal, and a good chinwag,

we were ready to return to our single

rooms. The next morning, we prepared for

the long day ahead with a hearty breakfast

and an introduction from the College’s

President.

We each then attended meetings with the

professors of the subjects that we intend to

take. We were given a chance to query the

professionals about they courses they

teach and, in return, received some great

advice.

Over lunch, we got a chance to talk to

other prospective pupils from colleges and

sixth forms all over the world.

We then took the opportunity to tour

around the many colleges of Oxford and

visit the subject faculties. We even had

time to see a local war monument.

We were wowed by the architecture and

grandeur of the building’s, not to mention

the abundance of bright green, freshly

mowed lawns.

We were also treated to a slightly awkward

tour from a very reluctant second year

Physics student who, for some reason,

consistently tried to palm us off to any of

the other student volunteers he could find.

As the trip drew to a close, we had found

ourselves quite familiar with the univer-

sity and a great deal less intimidated by the

prospect of being in such a prestigious in-

stitution.

The people we came across were lovely,

welcoming and helpful and the area itself

seemed to be a students haven.

We were all glad to have been offered a

glimpse of Oxford University and, I’m

sure, would jump at the chance to study

there in the future.

Big thank you to Mrs Garner and Mrs

Fagan for a great trip.
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Year 13 are involved in the NOCN

course from Tuesday to Friday. 

The College’s SVP Group meet at

3.30pm in Nazareth House tomorrow.

Silver Surfers continue their ICT tute-

lage in G8 at 3.45pm on Thursday.

Also on Thursday, Year 6 Parents’ 

Information takes place from 6pm.
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‘Welcoming’ Oxford 

excites Sixth Formers 

News in brief



While the UK celebrated Andy Murray’s success in the US Open,

Eve Ronson (8S) was smashing her own way to tennis glory.

The 12-year-old netted success in no fewer than five events at

Blundellsands Tennis Club recently.

Eve proved she is destined to be a tennis ace by winning

the U12s Singles, U14s Singles, Mixed Doubles, as

well as collecting bronze in the Doubles and U16s

Singles.

Her success saw her named the U16s Number

1 seed and Player of the Season.

The talented tennis star was delighted

with her success, she said: “I was really

happy to have done so well. I thought I

might do ok in a couple of events but I

did not think I would win as many

medals as I did. I’m very happy.”

Eve, whose favourite player is Serena

Williams, hopes she can forge a career in the

sport in the future. She added: “Taking up ten-

nis is definitely something I would love to do when

I am older, if not playing then maybe something on

the coaching side.”
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Smashing success for

tennis ace Eve
Year 8 youngster nets

five trophies in 
Blundellsands blitz

Do you want to take part in a coffee

morning and help raise money for

charity?

Food Technology’s Mrs Cunningham

is helping organise a coffee morning

this Friday in aid of Macmillan Can-

cer Care and is looking for volunteers

and for donations of stock to sell. 

Miss Cunningham said: “If anyone

would like to make a cake, or, if you

grow fruit or make chutneys or jams

that you would be willing to donate,

all offers would be gratefully re-

ceived. I’m sure whatever help or

support you can offer, it will make

our coffee morning a great success

for this worthy cause.”

The coffee morning will take place

from 10am in GA2.

NOCN off time: Year 12 students took a break from scheduled lessons last

week as they embarked on the National College Open Network (NOCN)

course. The course tackles a number of themes, such as human rights, by ex-

amining different forms of media. Last week saw Year 12 getting involved in a

number of activities, such as making billboards and visiting the Holocaust

Centre in Nottingham. This week, Year 13 will also take part. Full details of

both year groups experiences will feature in Heartbeat over the coming weeks. 

Coffee morning


