
At 6am on the 10th February, 62 students

and ten staff set off on our annual quest to

the Czech Republic, Poland and Germany,

writes head of History, Mrs Garner.
The aim of the trip is for the students to

learn more about the history of the mid

20th Century and pay our respects to the

millions who lost their lives to persecu-

tion, as well as to learn about the cultures

of Central and Eastern Europe. 

We made it to our hotel in Prague by 10am

the next day. On our first afternoon, we

took a tram to Prague Castle and then went

on a walking tour which took us across the

Charles Bridge and into the Old Town

square. 

After some free time for shopping, we

walked back to the hotel via Wenceslas

Square for some much needed rest before

a slap up meal at the Hard Rock Café. 

The next morning, we visited Josefov, the

Jewish quarter of Prague, which was pre-

served by the Nazis to be a museum to an

extinct race. We visited several syna-

gogues to learn more about Jewish beliefs

and culture. The most thought-provoking

was the synagogue with the names on its

walls of more than 70,000 Czech Jews

who were murdered, as this helped us ap-

preciate the scale of the atrocity. 

After lunch, in the border town of Lito-

merice, we visited the concentration camp

of Terezin which was mainly used for po-

litical prisoners and where thousands died

due to the appalling conditions. The huge

cross and Star of David in the memorial

cemetery brought home the fact that Nazi

persecution was directed at many different

groups. 

For our last night out in Prague, we went

to a bowling centre to let off some steam

after an emotionally challenging day.

The next day, having survived tempera-

tures of -20 in Prague, we travelled to

Poland and arrived at our hotel in Krakow

at about 6pm. This was a very nice hotel

and some of the girls even had a penthouse

suite! 

After dinner, in a local restaurant, we re-

turned to the hotel for a karaoke night

where many of us took the opportunity to

show off our varying degrees of talent.

The following morning, we visited the

concentration and death camp of

Auschwitz-Birkenau. 

Many in the group were overwhelmed by

the mountains of human hair, shoes, suit-

cases, glasses and other personal belong-

ings on display in Auschwitz 1. Every item
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representing a real person who

had been murdered, many of

them children. 

We also visited the punish-

ment cells where Maximilian

Kolbe, amongst many others,

lost his life. The snow and in-

tense cold brought home to

many of us how difficult it

would have been for prisoners

to survive in only pyjamas and

clogs. We finished our tour by

holding a ceremony of re-

membrance at the Birkenau

memorial. 

We were all given the name of

a child who had died in

Auschwitz to focus on during

the ceremony. We laid five candles in the

shape of a cross as well as a red rose and

a yellow one. Several students read

prayers written by survivors and then we

said the Eternal Rest.

After some quiet time for reflection about

how the things we had seen could change

our daily lives, we began our journey to

Wroclaw, arriving at our hotel in the early

evening. 

After dinner in the hotel, we held a Valen-

tines disco in the function suite and all had

an absolutely brilliant time, with many

songs getting almost everyone, including

teachers, on the dance floor . 

The next day, we travelled to Germany,

stopping off at a Polish service station for

lunch. 

We arrived in Berlin mid-afternoon and

took some time out to chill in our

rooms before visiting a restaurant next

to the Brandenburg Gate for dinner.

After dinner, we walked through the

Gate to symbolise our freedom to do so

(it was formerly in No Man’s Land be-

tween the two walls) and to admire the

Gate all lit up. We then went bowling

again and a fine time was had by all.

The next morning, we had a guided tour

of Berlin visiting the Reichstag, the Unter

Den Linden and spending a fortune in the

famous chocolate shop. 

We also stopped off at the Holocaust Me-

morial where, as always, our students were

extremely respectful. After free time for

shopping in Berlin city centre, we visited

the House of the Wannsee conference

where top Nazis and industrialists  met in

1942 to discuss the logistics of murdering

Europe’s 11,000,000 Jews. 

We also had some free time in the town

of Potsdam. Our last night in Berlin was

spent at another Hard Rock café, this time

with a live band.   

On our final morning, we took the train to

the Checkpoint Charlie Museum which is

all about the escape attempts across the

Berlin Wall. A great deal of bartering was

done to buy gas masks and other memora-

bilia from the street sellers before we got

the train to Zoo Centre for lunch and free

time.

In the afternoon, we visited Sachsen-

hausen Concentration Camp, where thou-

sands of German political prisoners were

incarcerated in the 1930s, followed by

prisoners from more than 40 countries

during WWII. One such prisoner was Pas-

tor Martin Niemoller, who made the fol-

lowing statement from which we can learn

a great deal:

In Germany they first came for the Com-
munists and Socialists and I didn’t speak
up because I wasn’t a Communist or a
Socialist.
Then they came for the Trade Unionists
and I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a
Trade Unionist.  
Then they came for the Jews and I didn’t
speak up because I wasn’t a Jew.
Then they came for the Catholics and I
didn’t speak up because I was a Protes-
tant.
Then they came for me – and by that time
there was no one left to speak up.
Before departing for our journey home, we

reflected on the statement by Edmund

Burke that, ‘all it takes for evil to triumph

is for good men to do nothing’.

After spending a night on the coach, we

returned to Crosby just

after 2.30pm on Saturday,

exhausted but elated. 

The behaviour of our stu-

dents has been exemplary

throughout. They have

been a real credit to them-

selves, their parents, the

school and Merseyside

and have made the week

away a real pleasure for

the staff involved. The

trip has definitely been a

life changing experience

for many, as the com-

ments from the students

indicate (see p3).
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The Prague trip was a life-changing

experience. We have all had an

amazing but emotional journey. We

have learned that we are very lucky

to live in a society that respects peo-

ple for who they are

Bethany Hay (10A)

I have had a brilliant time on the trip.It was very interesting and makes yourealise what you have got. It alsoshows you how people have sufferedin the past because of racism. It wasalso a lot of fun, particularly at theHard Rock Café and bowling. Thetrip has definitely changed me.
Sophie Mair (10D)  

After this trip, I learnt that nothing

which has ever gone wrong in my

life can be compared to what the

Jews experienced. 

Leah McEvilly (10H)

This trip has given me the ability tounderstand that I should not takeanything for granted and that nomatter what happens, worse thingshave happened to someone else.
Jacob Jones (10D) 

It puts things into perspective. You

realise what you have and how little

others did/do have. No matter what

we go through, we can always find

the good in the situation.

Kendall Morrell (10E)

The trip’s good because it makes yourealise that everything you’ve beenthrough, no matter how bad is noth-ing compared to what concentrationcamp prisoners went through.
Tom Billings (10O) 

The trip was very emotional with

going around the camps. I thought

it was really good because I have

seen some amazing cities. A truly

great experience.

Lauren Howarth (10R) 

The trip was really interesting and en-joyable. Berlin is a fantastic city.John Billingsley (10O), Matthew Fraser (10R), Jacob Billington (10O), Oliver Spence (10T) 

Of course the trip was really funnybut there were times when you had tostay serious. It’s shocking some of thethings you see and hear about thecamps. It was quite upsetting but I’vedefinitely taken something from this.Paige Powell (10E)

Poland was a once in a lifetime ex-

perience. Everyone should go to

Auschwitz at least once. Really

emotional and something which will

stay with me forever.

Stephanie Palin (10E)

Before the Prague trip, I neverknew how much of an effect theHolocaust had on a lot of people.After visiting Auschwitz, I have re-alised how much damage was done.An experience of a lifetime.
Joe Chatterton (10C) 

The trip was an enlightening experi-

ence for me. Auschwitz was much

worse than I’d ever expected. I en-

joyed the Hard Rock Café experi-

ence as well as bowling where I got

the highest score and won 10 Euros.

Connor Crossland (10H) 

Auschwitz was a very eye openingexperience for me and everyone. Itmade me think about the privilegesI have compared to the unfortunatepeople who perished due to the Nazigenocide. The Hard Rock Café wasa new experience for me which I re-ally enjoyed. 

Andrew Priestley (10L) 

I really enjoyed the cities that we

stayed in, especially Berlin and look

forward to showing off my new

Czech registration plate holder. From

my time in the concentration camps I

have learnt a lot more than I would

have in a classroom and have started

to put things into perspective. 

Michael Callaghan (10S) 

Berlin and all the other cities were re-ally interesting and the concentrationcamps, especially Auschwitz, reallygave me a better a understanding ofthe scale of the atrocity.
Matthew Shields (10S) 

The saddest part of the trip was seeing

all the children’s drawings in the Syna-

gogue and also seeing people paying

their respects at the various memorials.

Elle Robinson (10T) 
Chloe Waring (10D) 

A moving experience that makes you

thinks about the world today. You

learn to appreciate what you have

and to think before you speak.

Shana Richardson (12H) 

I have learned not to take things for

granted and not to moan about things

that aren’t worth it. People have been

through much worse than you ever will.

Sarah O’Reilly (12D)
These are things which have to be

seen for us to begin to be able to un-

derstand them. It was totally differ-

ent from what I’d learned in school.

Chloe Rimmer (12H) 

The trip has made me think a lot more

about not taking things for granted.

Rachel Flanaghan
I would recommend anyone to come on

this trip as it’s not only moving and in-

teresting but it was also one of the most

exciting and hilarious trips I’ve been on.

Won’t be forgetting it for a long time.

Molly Whitehead (12R) 
This trip is very moving, teaching me

to appreciate what I have as well as

bringing history to life. It has allowed

me to see and explore beautiful places

like Prague and Berlin.

Ciara Haverley (12C) 
Auschwitz is a life changing experi-

ence which puts into perspective

what’s important in life.

Jake Wilson (12R) 
The trip was amazing. Not only was it

interesting and humbling but we had

so much fun!

Emily O’Connor (12D) 
Jami Moran (12D)

I am sure that all the students would

like to join me in thanking the follow-

ing staff who gave up so much of their

time to make this visit possible: Mrs

Fagan, Mrs Steele, Miss Clarke, Miss

Niescier, Mr Gardiner, Mr Forrest, Mr

Sayer & Mr Robertson. Also a big

thank you to our non-staff helper Mr

Garner. We also raised £153.89 for the

Waterloo Partnership from donations

during the trip. Well done everyone!

Mrs Garner (History) 
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News in brief
Year 10’s two week work experience

placements start today. 

AS Drama Moderation takes place

today in the Drama Studio and F15.

There are Eucharistic Services at

8.20am tomorrow and Thursday.

There is a Year 11 Drama Night on

Wednesday, starting at 7pm. Silver

Surfers meet at 3.40pm on Thursday.

Also on Thursday is the Year 8 Con-

sultation Evening.

Sacred Heart has run a Saint Vincent

de Paul (SVP) group for a number of

years now, writes RE’s Mr Bennett.
Different year groups work with the

homeless, teaching senior citizens com-

puter skills and visiting the elderly at

Nazareth House.  

The visits are an important part of the

week for many of the residents, who

look forward to their conversations

with our students. 

A number of Year 9 students have al-

ready joined up by visiting Nazareth

House and have found that it is a re-

warding hour, as they are not only

contributing to the good of the people

in the community but are also learning

more about themselves as they learn to

listen and communicate with people of

widely ranging needs. 

Any Year 9 students are invited to con-

tribute to the work of the SVP group

by visiting Nazareth House each Tues-

day between 3.30pm and 4:30pm.

Homeless and the aged benefit from SVP visits

Net gain for Year 11 girls
Congratulations to the Year 11 Netball team

who won a prestigious tournament earlier

this month. 

The talented team saw off St Mary’s, Mer-

chant Taylors, Chesterfield, Formby High,

Range and Chesterfield in the Sefton Schools

Year 11 tournament, played at Formby High

on February 8, to emerge victorious. 

PE’s Mrs Booth was delighted for the girls.

She said: “It was a fantastic day and a great

achievment for the girls, they fully deserve

the win after all thier commitment over their-

five years in school. Well done.”  

Cock-a-hoop: The Y11 Netball team celebrate winning the Sefton Schools Y11

tournament. The team are, from left: Ellie Haines (11C), Alicia Burke (11S), 

Rebecca Hewlett (11D), Katy Marsh (11H), Nicole Stanton (11T), Katie Morgan

(11E), Lydia McGreavy (11T), Jessica Maher (11A)


