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Our Year 13 students experienced the hor-

rors of being forced to work in a sweat shop

recently as they completed the National

Open College Network course in General

Religious Education.  

The two day event, based on the theme of

child labour, allowed students to fully com-

prehend the reality of the issue.

As part of the experience, Miss Murphy and

Mrs Stewart set up a sweatshop in one of the

College halls. 

The students then spent a day in the life of a

child deprived of education and forced to

work making jewellery out of paper.

Bethany Hall’s (13H) reflection was very

powerful: “At times we would be made to

carry out the task in silence or under poor

lighting conditions but I know these were

nowhere near as poor as some children have

to experience. 

“I found the day really boring and repetitive

and left the room feeling very miserable. I

can’t even imagine how some children do

that day in, day out. I really do sympathise

with them. It must be awful.”

Matthew Cranny (13A) echoed this senti-

ment: “I cannot see how anyone can con-

done child labour. Everyone should have the

right to an education.”

Head of RE, Mr Moorhead, said of the

course: “Experience seemed, as usual, to be

the best teacher as the students started to re-

alise the enormity  and scale of the issue. On

the second day, they completed an assign-

ment focusing on the Christian response to

child labour. Sixty students volunteered to

complete Level 3 which could soon be

given UCAS points.” 

The final part of the programme was a visit

from the Waterloo Partnership’s  Education

Project Co-ordinator, Animata Mansaray,

while Hellen Wheazle and Badara

Mansaray, also from the charity, were in at-

tendance.  Animata, who is responsible for

overseeing the education of 40 children who

otherwise would be condemned to a life of

child labour, spoke about how she makes

sure the children go to school, have their

books, wash and have something to eat.

The students were also informed about how

many other children in Waterloo, Sierra

Leone, are forced to sleep in abandoned cars

and root through rubbish to find food.  

The students then gave £200 to the Waterloo

Partnership so the work could continue and

the children would finish their education. 

Animata thanked the school for sending the

money and told the students about some of

the individual children, including Sunday

Boy, who has now moved to secondary

school.  

Hannah Connolly (13S) said: “The talk

from the visitors from Sierra Leone really

moved me. I really do want to help.”

Mr Moorhead was delighted with the event,

adding: “Overall it was a very rewarding

two day course and the students must be

congratulated for their open mindedness,

diligence and compassion. 

“I would also like to thank Mrs Fagan, 

Miss Murphy and Mrs Stewart for all their

hard work.”

Child labour highlighted

in sweat shop experience  
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News in brief

Year 7 students will visit the Anglican

Cathedral this week. 7 SACR will go

tomorrow - 7 EDHT on the Wednesday.

Students and parents are reminded the

College is closed on Thursday and Fri-

day this week for staff training. 

Students to

take a hike

On Tuesday 27th and

Wednesday 28th September,

more than 70 Year 11 GCSE

Geography students visited

Bowness-on-Windermere,

writes Head of Geography,
Mr Kennedy. The students

visited the Lake District to

collect data for their Geo-

graphical Investigation.

Since their return to Col-

lege, the students have been

completing their write-up

investigation about the

management of tourism in

Bowness-on-Windermere.

Year 11 enjoy

Bowness bonus  

Well done to the U12s football team

who beat Kirkby Sports College 8-1 in

the National Cup 1st Round. 

The goalscorers were: Dominic Halli-

well 3, Joe Owens, Peter Fletcher,

Charlie Cooney, Jack Riding, Matthew

Richardson.

Duke of Edinburgh award hopefuls will don

their walking boots this weekend as they take

part in a qualifying event.

The adventurous youngsters will visit Quinta

Hall, Shropshire, where they will complete a

24km walk over two days. 

Leading the expedition is Science teacher and

Duke of Edinburgh Party Leader, Mrs Allday.

She said: “Overnight accommodation will be

under canvas and students will be expected to

cook their own evening meal. Participants

will be required to be self sufficient and carry

all their food, clothes and camping equipment

for the two days.”

This is the second expedition of the month

following a highly succesful trip on the week-

end of October 8-9.


