
I hope you enjoyed the summer break and

have come back full of energy for the new

year. 

Even though we only finished a couple of

months ago, so much has happened over

the holidays that I thought I should bring

you up to date on a number of items of in-

terest to us all. 

Firstly, I must make a mention of our

exam results. As you will have seen in the

local press over the last couple of weeks,

the College enjoyed a successful exami-

nation season that saw records tumble in a

number of areas. At Year 11, our results re-

main in line with the high standards we

have set over recent years and there were

some notable successes for individuals

and departments.

Highly successful 

In Year 13, I am delighted to report that we

have set new records for average point

scores, recording results that far exceeded

last year’s scores, which were already

highly successful in both local and na-

tional terms. I look forward to sharing

with you a detailed report shortly on our

website. For details of how the local media

reported our exam successes, see page 4.

We have been busy, too, in our work

around the College campus and have now

completed work on the power cable that

caused so much difficulty last winter on

Upper Site. 

We will, of course, remain prudent in our

use of power over the winter months as

with any old building, but I am hopeful

that we can at least escape the extreme dif-

ficulties of last December. 

You will also notice that, following the

valuable support of our Parent Teacher As-

sociation, the refurbishment of the Prep

Hall is now largely complete and we will

shortly be in a position to open it for full

time use as a well-appointed Arts venue.

Finally, I am pleased to announce the ap-

pointment of our new Head Girl and Head

Boy. Emma Haggart (13C) and Matthew

Cranney (13A) have now taken up their

posts and indeed have already been busy

assisting me with a variety of initiatives.

They are supported in their work by

Deputies Sam Hoose (13R) and Paul

Miller (13C). I know you will be joining

me in wishing all four well for the year

ahead. 

In fact, the process of nomination and se-

lection revealed the considerable talents of

a number of our senior pupils who were a

great credit to their families and, as ever,

to the College. I would like to thank all of

them for offering their services.

Heartbeat
Monday, September 12 Issue 1

www.sacredheart.sefton.sch.uk

Name Form:

Welcome back

The Drama department would like to

make students aware of the following

forthcoming performances: 

One Man Two Guvnors
Thursday, 13 October, 

Lowry Theatre - Y12/13.

You Can't Take It  With You 
Wednesday, 7 December, 

Royal Exchange, Manchester. Y12/13.

Cinderella
Monday, 12 December,

Playhouse Theatre - Y10/11.

Two
Tuesday, 24 January,  

Royal Exchange, 

Manchester  - Y12/13.

For further information, please visit

the College website (address below).

Drama dates for your diary

Heads up: Top row from left, Head Girl, Emma Haggart, Head Boy, Matthew

Cranney. Bottom row from left, Deputy Head Boy, Paul Miller, Deputy Head

Girl, Sam Hoose.
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Barcelona and Summer

Concert round off year 

Our young musicians put their

skills to considerable use during

the summer, as they performed

a series of concerts in Barcelona

and raised £800 back home with

a performance at St Nicholas’

Church. 

In July, 60 students from the

choir and orchestra, accompa-

nied by seven staff, travelled via

coach and ferry to Barcelona,

where they stayed for the dura-

tion at the four star Hotel

Canada. The students performed

four concerts at venues such as

Sitges Church and the city’s im-

pressive medieval Cathedral.

A-Level Music students,

Chelsea Ball, Clare Marsh, Re-

becca Cheminais and Beth

Billingsley all performed to a

professional standard, while An-

drew Doyle, Michael Waters

and Nathan Sanderson, all from

Year 8, each gave a stunning ex-

hibition of drumming. 

The students all agreed the trip

was an amazing experience

which provided them with a

great opportunity to showcase

their talents. Clare Marsh said:

“The trip to Barcelona gave us

some amazing opportunities to

perform in prestigious venues,

such as the cathedral.”

As well as the concerts, the stu-

dents were given plenty of time

to enjoy Barcelona’s many at-

tractions, including the glorious

beaches, ample shopping oppor-

tunities and a visit to the Port

Aventura theme park, which

was thoroughly enjoyed by both

pupils and staff, as Beth Woods

explains: “Going to Barcelona

was amazing, especially with

my friends. My favourite day

was Port Aventura but I also

loved spending time at the

beach, going shopping and per-

forming, I just loved the whole

trip.”

Her views were shared by Emma

Foy, who added: “I loved the

music trip to Barcelona! 

continued on page 3



www.sacredheart.sefton.sch.uk

Continued from page 2
“Although the concerts were amazing, my

favourite part of the tour was definitely

Port Aventura and all the free time we had

on the beach. I made lots of new friends

and it was a great way to end the school

year.”

Holly Peel was equally thrilled with the

trip to Barcelona and the opportunities it

provided. She said: “Barcelona was great!

We got to spend loads of time at the beach

and at the hotel pool, as

well as all the amazing con-

certs. 

“Going on all the rides at

Port Aventura was great too

and getting to shop on the

famous Las Ramblas in

Barcelona was fabulous.”

Upon their return, the hard

work continued, as the stu-

dents took part in a Summer

Concert at St Nicholas’

Church.

More than 70 students put

on a performance to re-

member in front of family

and friends in the church,

which was decorated with artwork from

the College’s Art students.

The event was a huge success and raised

£800 for Macmillan Cancer Support.

Rebecca Cheminais was delighted with

how both the St Nicholas concert and

Barcelona tour went. She said: “I’m so

grateful for the opportunities that the

music department provided. Our trip to

Barcelona has left me with so many happy

memories, and the chance to share all our

hard work with family and friends at the

Summer Concert was a fantastic end to the

term.”

Her views were echoed by Beth Billings-

ley: “Both the Barcelona Tour and the

Summer Concert gave us an amazing op-

portunity to showcase the hard work we

had put in throughout the year; a wonder-

ful way to end my time at Sacred Heart.” 

Organiser of both events was Head of

Music, Mr Foy. He was pleased with the

success of both. He said:

“The students were an ab-

solute credit to the College. 

“The staff involved in both

the Barcelona tour and the

Summer Concert could not

have wished for a more po-

lite, well mannered and well

behaved bunch. The students,

who performed magnifi-

cently in all their concerts,

were perfect ambassadors for

the College at all times and

they really made the two

events hugely enjoyable and

great successes. Well done to

everyone concerned.”
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Our record breaking students

were making front page news

during the summer as they ex-

ceeded expectations in their ex-

aminations.

Year 13 students set new

records for average point

scores, recording results that far

exceeded last year’s scores,

which were already highly suc-

cessful in both local and na-

tional terms.

Recognising this achievement,

the Crosby Herald featured a se-

lection of our students, proudly

displaying their results, on the

front page of their August 25

edition, while on page 27, a

number of students spoke of

their delight having gained the

results necessary to further their

education at university.

Interviewed in the Crosby Her-

ald were students Anthony Kak-

oulli (three A*s and one A),

Chloe Hall (two A*s and one

A), Peter Ryan (two A*s and

one A), Martin Jones (one A*,

two As and one B), Joseph

McKay (one A*, three As),

Lucy Byrne (one A* and two

As) and Daniel Ashcroft (three

As).

They have all gained places at

their first choice university and

Mr Walker, was quick to praise

their achievements. 

Speaking to the Herald, he said:

“We are so proud of the

achievements of our students.

“Through their hard work, the

dedication of the staff and the

support of our parents, we are

able to congratulate this year

group on their success. 

“We wish all of our Year 13

every success in their future en-

deavours.”

Record breaking results

make front page news

After the College’s recent

Oxbridge success, we are

delighted to be hosting an

Oxbridge Application work-

shop for students from

Sefton schools.

Alice Wilby, Schools’ Liai-

son Officer from St Peter’s

College, Oxford, will offer

advice on personal state-

ment writing, interview

techniques and entry tests.

The event wil be extremely

informative and useful for

potential Oxbridge stu-

dents; we are sure they will

reap the benefits.   

The workshop is taking

place on September 20 at

1.30pm in the Upper Site

Chapel.

There are still places avail-

able on next year’s Year 8

French Trip. The initial let-

ter, containing all the details,

can be found on the College

website. Click on Parents’ In-

formation, Letters Archive,

Year 8. Your child can also

give their name to Mrs

Marsh at Lower Site and

Mrs Fagan will make sure

he/she receives information.

Oxbridge 

workshop

Book for Y8

French trip

News in brief
Celebration of Achievement

ceremonies take place today

(Y9), tomorrow (Y10),

Wednesday (Y11) and Thurs-

day (Y8). There is a Year 7

Welcome Mass during P4 on

Friday at Lower Site.


